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Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 Now what did I say at the end of mass last weekend?  
“Order your hoagies and pizza for when the Steelers are 

beating up on the Green Bay Packers during the Super Bowl.”  

It was not divine intervention but rather a calculated guess 
using a lot of “If this, then…”  The same will hold true for next 
weekend in the Super Bowl.  “If the Steelers...then it’s ‘game 

over.’”  
 It’ll be a bit more difficult, but I expect the same result.  
Aaron Rodgers is a much more seasoned quarterback...but not 
seasoned enough to keep from cracking.    
 The number SEVEN is considered the perfect number.  
Can the Steelers lean toward perfection in both halves of a 
game?  I think so.  But who am I?  Jimmy the Greek?  You 
won’t see me wagering anything!  Go Steelers! 
 SO ORDER YOUR HOAGIES & PIZZA! 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 I have to confess, I come near sinning at times like 
these, especially when the Dallas Cowboys 
and their owner Jerry Jones are involved.  
Jerry gives us reason to be cautious of our 
own plans. His was to have the Cowboys — 
America’s Team? — in the Super Bowl, 
playing in his new enclosed stadium.  His team didn’t meet his 
expectations.  To add injury to insult, two of the most respected 
organizations in the NFL will be playing.  My sin is wanting to 
gloat and rub it in on Jerry, the “Boys with the stars” and 
anyone connected with the wonderful state of Texas, 
particularly Dallas.  “Forgive me Father, but I can’t help but 

think of what we hear in scripture so many times:  ‘He will lift 

up the lowly and the rich he will send away empty.’ Personal 

plans of those who make themselves too big bother me Father.  

Sorry!”  Apologies to any Texans. 
~~~~~~~~~ 

 LOST & FOU�D:  A beautiful gold rosary and a relic 
of St. ______, enclosed in a beautiful case.  The person 
who lost these can claim them at the rectory by providing 
further description. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 As we begin Catholic Schools Week, we are reminded 
of the sacrifice of many people of our parish who, with or 
without children of school age, provided to make this special 
education possible by building the school and providing the 
support to keep it financially strong. 

 We are mindful of those, many alumni and many 
who remember our school children when a loved one dies, 
who continue to provide for the Father Thomas 
Angel Fund which assists families with tuition 
costs.  It’s not the same affordable education of 
many years ago, but it remains ranked with the 
best.  Our school children continue to rank 
extremely high in national scores, well above their grade 
levels. 
 Of equal or greater importance, our children learn 
their faith and are provided opportunities to grow in the 
living of that faith.   
 So I congratulate our school staff for the 
wonderful effort constantly made in providing a quality, 
spiritual education, and to our parishioners who have 
constantly supported our school. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 I will be away from the parish Monday 
through Thursday this week — hob-nubbin’ with 
Bishop Zubik and all the Vicars, and a number of 
other priests of the diocese.  Actually, we’re 

beginning a two-year program called Good Leaders, Good 
Shepherds.  It’s a national  enrichment program that is 
highly praised by those who have completed the program.  
In light of the pressing demands of priests, time away for 
such a program can only help us in the future.  This four-
day first session is the longest for the year. Most are one 
day, once a month.  Pray for all of us.  Love and prayers,    
       Fr. Tom 
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Manifesting the Kingdom AwardManifesting the Kingdom AwardManifesting the Kingdom AwardManifesting the Kingdom Award    
 Joe Caterino will be honored this 
afternoon at St. Paul Cathedral as he receives 
the “Manifesting the Kingdom Award” from 
Bishop Zubik.  The award goes to one member 
of each parish in the diocese, recognizing and 
honoring the work of many people.  If you’ve 
been involved with anything in the parish for even a short 
length of time, you’ve seen Joe, or at least heard his 
name.  Joe is extremely deserving of receiving this award.  
He’s not an upfront person, but one who is always doing 
for St. John’s.   We are very blessed as a parish to have 
someone so committed.  He continues to lead the special 
needs committee, concerned with property upgrades and 
improvements, securing bids and contractors, beginning 
work on the festival long before it happens, spending long 
hours in the church, caring for upcoming celebrations 
whether they be Advent and Christmas or Lent and 
Easter.  And this is just scratching the tip of the proverbial 
iceberg.  Personally, I would sometimes be lost without 
his assistance, and his foresight concerning the large 
projects, and even the little details. 
 So congratulations Joe as you are recognized for 
this most deserving honor.   
    — Fr. Tom 



This Week 
 

Sunday, January 30, 2011 

 9:00 a.m.  RCIA Catechumenate  -  rmr 
 1:00 p.m.  SJBS Catholic Schools Week Open House 

Monday, January 31 

 5:00 p.m.  CCD 
 6:30 p.m.  CCD 
 7:00 p.m.  Praise Band 
 8:00 p.m.  Bell Choir 

Tuesday, February 1 

 10:00 a.m.  Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 4:30 p.m.  CCD 
 6:30 p.m.  CCD 

Wednesday, February 2 

 10:00 a.m.  Women’s Small Faith  -  rmr 
 7:00 p.m.  Adult Faith  -  rmr 
 7:00 p.m.  Prayer Group  -  church 

Thursday, February 3 

 3:00 p.m.  School Cantors   
 3:30 p.m.  Junior Choir   
 6:00 p.m.  Scouts  -  cafeteria 
 6:30 p.m.  Cantors   
 7:00 p.m.  Choir 

Friday, February 4 

Saturday, February 5 

 6:00 p.m.  SJBS Night at the Races  -  cafeteria 

Sunday, February 6 

 9:00 a.m.  RCIA Catechumenate  -  rmr 
 7:00 p.m.  Senior Youth Ministry  -  convent 
 10:00 a.m.  Scout Sunday Breakfast  - cafeteria 

If you are comfortable using a computer, you might want to consider 

our e-Giving Program.  You have full control and complete flexibility.  

You can set up a one time contribution or for the entire year. You can 

check it out by going to our website (www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net)  

and hitting the Blue Button on the bottom of the brand new Home 

Page –check out the new look – it is very well done.  Hitting this 

button takes you to a page all about e-giving.   1ote the red 

underlined words in the paragraphs on that second page.  You can hit 

these words and they will take you to a form or to the e-giving 

website, whichever is easier for you.   — The Finance Council. 

Readings for the Week of January30 
Sunday:  1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a 
Monday:  Heb 11:32-40/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday:  Heb 12:1-4/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday:  Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40  
Thursday:  Heb 12:18-19,21-24/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:  Heb 13:1-8/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday:  Heb 13:15-17,20-21/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday:  Is 58:7-10/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16 

Offertory Collections 2011 
January 23 Offertory  $  10,549 

Weekly Goal   $  12,437 
Year to Date Offertory  $326,292 
Fiscal Year Goal   $646,724 

 

Parish Share 2010 

540 Responses         $154,481 Collected  
 

Second Collection 

Parish Social Ministry, January 30 
Capital Improvement, February 5/6 

 

Fuel Subsidy may be given at anytime 

please consider our high utility bills 

PARISH SHARE 2010 

You will be receiving your final statement for 
the 2010 campaign in the mail this coming week.  The 
campaign ends February 28, 2011.  You will not 
receive a statement in February.  Please pay off your 
balances as soon as possible.  Thank you for your generosity to the 
program. 

Our 2011 Parish Share Program will begin in March.  To 
improve our program, all posting and payment booklets will be 
done here at the rectory this coming year.  If you have any 
questions about the new program, call Ginger directly at 412 793-
4511. 

24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, February 4th 
 Adoration and private prayer begin 
following the 9:00AM Mass Friday and ends 
Saturday morning at 8:45AM.   
 Please sign up if possible so we can be assured 
that all times are covered. Call or stop in at the rectory 
this week. 

Time to foster that Personal Relationship with Jesus. 

 

PRAISE AND GLORIFY GOD AND HIS 

POWER THROUGH HIS HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Join the Prayer Group in song, 
prayer, and teaching; in allowing the 
Spirit of God to mold us  through the 

power of Jesus Christ.   
 

Let His Word Become Fire! 
We share and grow in the gifts of the Spirit  

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2, AT  

7:00PM IN THE ANNEX 

Mothers of infants to three year olds… 
 St. John’s Mom’s Group meets every Tuesday 

10:00 a.m. in the convent. Mom’s with children between 

infants and three years old are welcome to join us. The 

children play together and the mothers enjoy each others 

company. Friends and neighbors are welcome to join us. 



ADULT FAITH FORMATIO& 
 

“The Two Great Commandments”The Two Great Commandments”The Two Great Commandments”The Two Great Commandments” 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011Wednesday, February 2, 2011Wednesday, February 2, 2011Wednesday, February 2, 2011    
7:00 p.m. in the rectory meeting room7:00 p.m. in the rectory meeting room7:00 p.m. in the rectory meeting room7:00 p.m. in the rectory meeting room    
 

(The 1ew Law) The entire law is summed up in love of 

God and love of neighbor.  Love is the fulfillment of the 

law.  It is the mark of the follower of Christ.  It is the 

way of perfection. 

St. Blaise DaySt. Blaise DaySt. Blaise DaySt. Blaise Day    

Thursday, February 3rdThursday, February 3rdThursday, February 3rdThursday, February 3rd    

Throats will be blessed following the Throats will be blessed following the Throats will be blessed following the Throats will be blessed following the     

7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses.7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses.7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses.7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses.    
     St. Blaise’s protection of those with throat troubles comes from a 
legend that a boy was brought to him who had a fishbone stuck in 
his throat. The boy was about to die when Saint Blaise healed him. 
     Another legend is after becoming bishop, a new persecution of 
Christians began in the eighth century. He received a message from 
God to go into the hills to escape persecution. Men hunting in the 
mountains discovered a cave surrounded by wild animals who were 
sick. Among them Baise walked unafraid, curing them.  The hunters 
recognizing the Bishop captured him and took him back for trial. 
On the way back he talked a wolf into releasing a pig that 
belonged to a poor woman. When Blaise was sentenced to be 
starved to death, the woman, in gratitude, sneaked into the prison 
with food and candles.  Blaise was later killed by the governor. 
  —Catholic online 

NEW ALTAR SERVER 

TRAINING 

 Children in grades 5-8 interested 
in becoming Altar Servers were given 
permission forms last week.  They were 
also given forms to indicate when they 
would be available for practice.  If your child did not 
receive these forms and wishes to become involved in 
this ministry, please stop at the rectory. The 
commitment of parents is required for a child’s 
participation in this ministry.  Training begins February 
7th and 8th when handbooks will be distributed.  Home 
study is required for the learning of proper terminology, 
significant locations in the sanctuary and church, and 
the order of the mass, all necessary for the young 
people to assist properly in parish liturgies.  Permission 
forms must be returned by Tuesday, Feb. 1. 

Women’s Small Faith Group 

Wednesday, Feb. 2nd 

10:00 AM —  Rectory Meeting Room 
 Would you like to have a clearer 
understanding of  the Sunday readings? Join us 
on Wednesday morning when we read and 
discuss the Word of God and discover how 
Scripture is relevant in our everyday life.  Please  join us on 
Wednesday morning, especially if your in need of a personal 
time out. If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please call Nancy at 412-795-4834. 

GARDE� CLUB SUPER BOWl SU�DAY 

HOAGIE/PIZZA SALE PICK-UP  
�ext Sunday (Feb. 6) in the Annex. 

following the 7:30a.m., 9:00a.m., and 

11:00a.m. Masses. 

 

Today is the deadline for all orders.  

Call Marcy Colaizzi today at 412-400-

4590 if you forgot your order form. 

Knights of Columbus—Lenten Weekend Retreat 
 The Knights of Columbus, Council 4242 is 
sponsoring a Lenten Weekend Retreat at St. Paul of the Cross 
Retreat Center for their members on Friday, March 11th.   
 Lent is a time of growth; expanding ones faith, 
charting a new course, healing old wounds, offering 
forgiveness and reaching out to others.  St. Paul Retreat Center 
is a place that offers the comfort and relaxation of a  spa that 
nourishes the spirit.  The brother Knights will gather, March 
11 to March 13.  For more information or to register, please 
call Bob Mineo at 412-795-1281 or Eric Johnson at 412-795-
1876.  Thank you. 
 
 

Valentine Retreat for Married Couples 
 In celebration of World Marriage Day, St. Joseph 
Spirituality Center in Baden is sponsoring a 
“Valentine Retreat” for Married Couples on 
Sunday February 13 from 12:30 to 6:00 p.m.  
This day of reflection includes presentations 
on the spirituality of marriage, time for 
sharing as a couple, and an opportunity to 
renew marriage vows at liturgy.  Presenter include Sister 
Marguerite Kropinak, CSJ and Norma and John Fitzpatrick, 
Coordinators of Engaged Encounter in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh.  The fee of $60 per couple includes a candlelight 
dinner. To register, call 724-869-6587. 

"Catholics Come Home" 
 By the resurrection of our Lord on that 
first Easter morning everything changed. Human-
ity was given a new beginning and a new hope. If 
you, or someone you know, has been away from 

the Catholic Church, please know that the very same Risen 
Lord longs for you to receive Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 
We invite you to visit www.catholicscomehome.org and to 
contact Ronald Donatelli at 412-793-0388 or via email at 
Rondon216@aol.com. He will help you with any questions 
you have about returning to the Church.  



Senior Youth Ministry 
SYM will meet on the First and Third Sunday 

of the month from 7:00 to 9:00 PM in the 

convent. 
 

• Lovewalk for the Poor- held around St. Valentine's Day, is a 
worship and social service experience aimed to help the poor of 
our diocese. After celebrating mass, walkers carry the donations 
they previously collected to a local service 
institution. By doing so the walkers experience 
the hardships of the homeless who carry their 
possessions with them at all times. The 
Lovewalk will take place on Sunday, February 
13th, 2011. We will leave St.John the Baptist  at 
12:15 and return home by 4:45 pm. If you 
would like to participate in this event please call 
Joann. 

  

• Rooted: Is the theme for this year's teen conference at the 
Franciscan University of Steubenville. The conference will be 
held June 24-26. The cost is $170.00 a deposit of $40 will hold 
your spot. Spaces are limited. If you want a memory that will last 
a life time please call Joann 

 
 

Are you on Facebook? Want to know more about youth ministry? 
Join us on Facebook at St. John's Youth Ministry under groups.  
 

Please contact Joann Giuffre at 412-793-1617 ext. 261 or 

joannyouth3@aol.com if you have any questions. 

SJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWS    

CelebratingCelebratingCelebratingCelebrating    CatholicCatholicCatholicCatholic    

SchoolSchoolSchoolSchool    WeekWeekWeekWeek    
 

Highlights: 

• Monday, January 31~Building a Solid Foundation 
 —Scrip due at 10:00 a.m. 
 —Crazy hat/sock day 
 —Science Rocks Lab Program with grades 4-8 
 —Book Fair in Library  
 —Story Time with grades K-3 
 —Make cards for the military 
 —Fire Safety Presentation 
• Tuesday, February 1~Instilling Patriotism 
 —Mass with grades 1-8 at 9:00 a.m. 
 —Book Fair in Library  
 —Patriotic dress-down day 
 —Living with Bugs Lab Program with grades 4-8 
 —Police Presentation—Fingerprinting 
• Wednesday, February 2~Teachers Show Character 
 —Parent/Teacher Conferences with grades 1-4 
 —Book Fair in Library  
 —Favorite Sports team dress-down day 
 —7th/8th grades Ski Trip at Seven Springs 
 —Electronics Day 
• Thursday, February 3~Students to Reach for the Stars 
 —Parent/Teacher Conferences with grades 5-8 
 —Favorite Sports team dress-down day 
 —Electronics Day 
• Friday, February 4~Reaching Out to Those in 1eed 
 —Eucharistic Adoration 
 —Funny Friday dress-down day 
 —Care packages for the Military/Assembly  
 —Early dismissal at 11:30 
• Saturday, February 5 
 —Nite at the Races at 7:00 p.m. in cafeteria 
 

Financial Aide Packets are now 

available at the school office 

 
 ——————————- 

 

LUCKY LOTTERY CALE�DARS 
O� SALE AT THE RECTORY/D SCHOOL. 
 They are $25.00. The winning number is determined 
by the 7:00 p.m. PA Daily Lottery. The calendar is 

from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011.  ONLY 
VALIDATED NUMBER DRAWN PAYS. Proceeds benefit St. 
John the Baptist School. 
 
 
 

Lucky Lottery Winners from January 17th to January 23rd:. 
Kenneth McDonald, Jr #896,  Patti Waldo #259,  Sarah Palandro 
#656,  Erik Martinez #762, Harry Hoffman #460, Mr. & Mrs. 
William Peterman #169. Unsold #077. 

PRESCHOOLPRESCHOOLPRESCHOOLPRESCHOOL    
Wednesday, February 2 

 —Parent Session, Dan Labishak, Service Specialist, 
ABC Fire Extinguisher Co. presenting  
The need and how to use a home fire extinguisher.  

Thursday, February 10 

      —-Three year-old Valentine’s Day Party  
Monday, February 14 

     —Pre-K/Four-year-old  Valentine’s Day  Party. 
Monday, February 21 

     —-President’s Day — No Preschool 

PROTECTI�G GOD’S CHILDRE�  
 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
 All adults working with children… 

 All adults in liturgical ministry… 

 All adults in parish programs and in programs using 

parish facilities are required to obtain the proper clearances 

A1D attend the Protecting God’s Children Workshop.  
 

      There can be no variance from this obligation 

this year.  This is necessary for anyone 18 or older, 

and includes Vacation Bible School volunteers. 

   For a list of Parishes in the Pittsburgh area, 

please go to the Pittsburgh Diocese web page and 

scroll down the page to Current Issues and click on 

Protecting God’s Children. 
 

 Contact Bonny Welch at the rectory office for further details,  
 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline 1-888-808-1235 



 

 

 

 

 

SU�DAY - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (01/30) 

  4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) Carl Hribal (Virginia Schwoeble) 
 7:30 a.m.  Living and Deceased of the Parish   
 9:00 a.m.  Fred Marquis (Wife and Family)   
 11:00 a.m.  St. John the Baptist School (Faculty and Staff)  

MO�DAY - Saint John Bosco (01/31) 

 9:00 a.m.  Margaret Simmons (Verna Simmons) 

TUESDAY - Weekday (02/01) 

 9:00 a.m.  Rose Marie Labriola (Mary Elena Sniezer)  

WED�ESDAY - The Presentation of the Lord (02/02)  

 9:00 a.m.  Helen Vandzura (Clarence and Family) 
 9:30 a.m.  Mother of Perpetual Help 1ovena 

THURSDAY - Saint Blaise  (02/03) 

 9:00 a.m.  Albert F. Steffin (Eugene Kelly and Lori)  

FRIDAY - Weekday (02/04) 

 7:00 a.m.  Nancy LeDonne Zunich (brother, Jim and Blanche) 
 9:00 a.m.  Pauline Salopek (Mary Galamb) 
 9:30 a.m.  24 Hour Adoration    

SATURDAY - Saint Agatha (02/05) 

 9:00 a.m.  Harry Bissell (Chuck and Nancy Eichenlaub) 

SU�DAY - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (02/06) 

  4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) Mary Jane Pattison (Daughters) 
 7:30 a.m.  Helen Hromyak (Ron, Janet and Len)   
 9:00 a.m.  Scout Sunday    
 11:00 a.m.  Living and Deceased of the Parish 

Parish Mission Statement 

 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located 
in Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part 
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to 
imitate our patron Saint John the Baptist 
who led others to Christ.  We are committed 
to keeping our faith alive and growing 
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation 
and service. Through evangelization and 
stewardship we encourage full and active 
participation of all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of 
Christ by strengthening the faith of our 
parishioners while reaching out to all God’s 
people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

PLEASE �OTE:  O� MO�DAY THROUGH 

THURSDAY OF THIS WEEK THERE WILL BE 

O�E MOR�I�G MASS AT 9:00 A.M.  REGULAR 

SCHEDULE CO�TI�UES O� FRIDAY. 

Pray for Seminarians 
 

Lawrence D. Adams 
Second year of Theology at Theological College,  

401 Michigan Avenue 1E, Washington, DC 20017 

 

Joseph J. Gregula 
First year of Theology at Saint Vincent Seminary,  

300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, PA 15650 
 

The Seminarians like hearing from our parishioners 

and are grateful for all encouragement and prayers 
 

VOCATION CROSS 

     Please join Helen Lamonna in prayer this week as 
she displays the Vocation Cross in her home to pray 
for Religious Vocations. If you would like to request a 
specific week in 2011, please phone Suzy Adamonis at 
412-793-6110. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

B ountiful God, You are boundless with your blessings and 
faithful to your promises. Through our ancestors in faith 

we have come to know and to trust in your guidance on our 
life’s journey. At Jesus’ baptism you confirmed him in his 
mission. Commission us through our baptismal graces to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 Open our hearts to recognize your holy calling. Bless 
our church with devoted married couples, committed single 
men and women, and dedicated deacons, priests, sisters, and 
brothers. 
 Guide those who are discerning how best to serve you. 
With your favor, we set out to proclaim your reign through 
Jesus, your beloved Son in the power of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

2011 Mass Book Requests 
There are a lot of openings for daily Mass for the year 

and some Sunday Masses for  

February/March.   

If you would like to offer additional  Masses for these 

times, please call Susan at  

412-793-4511, Monday through Wednesday 

Thank you. 

Communities of Salt and Light Reflections  
Social Mission of the Parish 

“We need to be a Church that helps believers 
recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread and 

those without bread.” 
    (U.S. Catholic Bishops,  Communities of Salt and Light). 



Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members to 

St. John’s:  

       Kelly and Mackenzie Lake 

     

Rest In Peace 

 Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly 

departed, especially Patricia Demark who died on January 21st. 

and Agnes Patnik, mother of Jack Patnik, who died on January 

21st, Mary Catherine Humbert who died on January 22nd. 
 

Praying for the Sick 
 Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital 

or at home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Rachael 

Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally 

Ann Dominkush, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Hayward Markham,  

Matt Drop, Maxine Drop, Joan Yushinski, Suzanne Skillen, 

Carolyn Szydlowski, Pat Guerriero, Betty Lawson, Sam Cariati, 

1ancy Cariati, Ruth Gorczynski, Hank Cacciamani, Jennie 

Molcsan, Madeline Ferragonio, Dominic Mollica,  Sister Janet 

Barnicle, Delores L. Serre, Rosemary Koontz, Lucille Perhac, 

Ralph Genella Sr.,  Martha Jo Faircloth, Tillie Holiday Allsopp, 

Mary Thompson, Jim Abel, Lucille Brose, Dawn Kelly, Jean 

Guerriero, Anna Urick, Marian Brownhill, David Marshall, 

Thomas Kuntz, Pauline Holodnik, Chris Russo, Bertha Subic, 

William Bradley, Mabel Dancu. 

 If you have an immediate concern, are ill or you know 
someone who is infirmed, call the rectory and your request will be 
forwarded to 45 prayer warriors.   

FOURTH SU�DAY I� ORDI�ARY TIME        JA�UARY 30, 2011 

2010 OFFERTORY INCOME TAX  

STATEMENT REQUEST 
From the Rectory Office 

 If you need a statement of your annual contribu-

tions it will be mailed to you UPO� REQUEST O�LY.  

Please fill out the form below and send it to the Rectory 

Office or drop it in the collection basket. If possible, a 

stamped self addressed envelopes is very helpful. 
 

NAME_______________________________ 

ADDRESS____________________________ 

ENVELOPE NUMBER___________________ 

Your help in sending a self addressed stamped envelope 

is very helpful and appreciated.  Thank you. 

PARISH SOCIAL MI�ISTRY 
 

Thank You �ote from 

Plum Food Pantry 
 The Plum Food Pantry would like to thank the 

members and friends of your congregation who helped to 

support our toy drive. With your help we were able to 

brighten the holiday season for the many children of the 

Plum Food Pantry clients this Christmas. 

Yours truly,  

Doris Schonbachler, Chairperson-Toy Drive 

 

 Catholic Social Teaching on Immigration 
 “There are many of our brothers and sisters in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh who are affected by immigration 
policies, including those seeking citizenship, refugees, 
religious workers, separated families, and students studying in 
the United States. As one family under God, we must insist 

upon just and comprehensive immigration 
reform that is based on the understanding that 
we are a nation on immigrants. Please join me 
in praying for our nation and for our elected 
officials that we may “never act out of rivalry 
or conceit; rather, let all parties think humbly 
of others as superior to themselves, each of 

you looking to others’ interests rather than his 
own” (Philippians 2:3-4). It is imperative that we have 
compassion for everyone, inclusive of immigrants, as we live, 
pray and work together in solidarity and especially as the 
Church of Pittsburgh; the Body of Christ.”  
  __ Bishop David A Zubik, Letter on Immigration, January 2010 
 

 The Catholic Church believes that the current U.S. 
immigration system is broken and needs to be reformed in all 
aspects, or comprehensibly. This would include a path to 
citizenship for the 11-12 million undocumented in the country: 
a temporary worker program to allow migrant workers to enter 
safely and humanely; and family-based immigration reform 
which allows families to be reunited more quickly. The church 
also teaches that the root causes of migration - namely, global 
economic disparities—need to be addressed.  
 The Church has taken a position on immigration 
because, besides being an economic, social, and legal issue, it 
is also a humanitarian one, and, ultimately has more 
implications. Each church’s social service programs, hospitals, 
schools, and parishes see the human consequences of a broken 
system; families and divided migrant workers are exploited 
and abused, and human beings die in the desert. This impacts 
human dignity and human life and should be addressed.   
 While there is no mention of immigration specifically 
in the Catechism of the Church, migrants are a major theme in 
the gospels. Jesus and the Holy Family were refugees who fled 
the terror of Herod. Jesus, the Son of man, was an itinerant 
teacher while on earth, with “no place to lay His Head.” He 
also taught us to “welcome the stranger,” for “what you do to 
the least of my brethren, you do unto me.”  
___ Justice for Immigrants, Welcoming the Stranger 2010 

You may be interested: 
 

St. Irenaeus  Family Flea Market and Sale on Saturday, 
February 5 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in St. Irenaeus Church Hall 
on Maryland Avenue in Oakmont.  For more information, call 
Jeannie Sweeney at 412-828-1836. 
 

Save the Date! Inaugural Catholic Women’s Conference—  “A 

Caring Quilt.” A day of spiritual enrichment for Catholic women 
sponsored by the Diocese of Pittsburgh. Saturday, October 22 at 
the Marriott City Center, Pittsburgh. More info to follow. 


