Pastor’'s Notes

Thanks to the many who helped in any way with
the preparation for our Family Festival and to
the many who worked at least one evening
- U5 \_ during the festival. Special thanks to those
\J’ who chaired the many areas of concern.
Your dedication to St. John’s is seen not
%g’ only in your work, but in the understanding of
why our festival is so important.
As soon as we have final bills from our many
vendors we’ll provide you with full festival results —
within a few weeks.

| trust that many parishioners will be present today
and tomorrow evening to assist with the takedown of
the festival.

I’ll be on retreat this week and have no doubt that
the Lord will speak what I need to hear, and guide me in
the proper direction. I’ll be at Notre Dame as
usual. Be assured of my prayers for you
during this week. Much time will be spent
quietly in the Sacred Heart Basilica and the
Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes. | ask for your
prayers for me during this week as well.

The car | bought a few months ago has made me be
a regular seat belt user — much more often than in the
past. | wanted certain features in the car that came in
“packages.” The fold-down back seat was important.
To get it, | had to purchase the “package” which
included the “luxury items” — like leather seats.
They’re nice, but not a necessity on my list of priorities.

Somehow | cannot see how fold-down seats should
be included in a “luxury package.” They fold down so |
can haul, that is, convert my car into a mini-truck. But
these strange bed fellows are paired together.

As we hear today’s gospel, Jesus sends out the
disciples in pairs to proclaim the kingdom in towns and
villages. There had to have been some equally strange
“packaging” of the disciples. Imagine the scenario.
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Jesus knew each of his followers, as he does today.
He knew which strengths and weaknesses would best
work together. A psychology degree is not needed to
understand human behavior. Besides, whose better at
understanding people than God?

The pairings in our lives do not always match up as
we may like. Yet our call to proclaim the kingdom of
God is constant. So we have to look for the valuable
qualities to bring out what God desires.

Husbands and wives must do this so their marriage
is a witness of God’s grace and presence in the world.
Workers need to do this in the workplace, like it or not.
We tell our children (or at least most do) that they have
to learn to get along with one another. Young adults
are reminded that the pairing of Christian values and
the joys of life are compatible if properly sought.

The “pairings” of life are endless. The purpose is
always to be the same — lives that reflect the kingdom
of God. If personal agendas are controlling a person in
a “pairing”, then there really is not a “pairing” The two
become like leather on seats that fold down — never
working well together.

But our call as modern day disciples is to see how
God works in and through these pairings so that support
may be provided and needed gifts shared in the
announcing to all the goodness that is God.

When the call goes forth for evangelization efforts, the
response is usually quite the same.

# With that,
evangelization ends. But the disciples were not very well
prepared for their first-time efforts to go it alone. We know
the results. They were similar to what would have occurred
had Jesus been present. Reason? Personal agendas were
set aside for the sake of the call from Jesus, i.e., trust.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom
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The Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh is
again planning its annual Golden Wedding
Celebration for couples who have been d
married for 50 years. This year’s celebration W
will take place on Sunday, November 8, 2009,
beginning with a mass at 3:00 p.m. at St. Paul Cathedral.
Bishop Zubik will be the celebrant. A reception will follow
in the lower hall at the cathedral.

If you are a parishioner celebrating your 50th wedding
anniversary in 2009, and would be interested in attending
the celebration along with the other jubilarian couples,
please call the rectory or drop a note in the weekly
collection basket.
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A pilgrimage is planned for May of 2010 to see the
Shroud of Turin in Turin, Italy, and the world %, =55
famous Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany. g
Father John has organized this trip with Ponzio i
International Travel (412-571-1111). The tour f»
originates here in Pittsburgh on Tuesday May 11" §
and returns here on Thursday May 20". The rate is
$3,589.00, based on double occupancy, along with
taxes, fees, and fuel surcharge amounting to $431.50.

International travel, of course, is not cheap, but this is a rare
opportunity worthy of consideration. The Shroud of Turin is
rarely on public exhibit: the 2010 exhibit will be only the 7" one in
112 years. The Passion Play in Oberammergau is presented only
every 10 years.

At the rectory Father John Geinzer has brochures with more
detailed information for those interested in this unique pilgrimage.
Rectory phone is 412-793-4511.

Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7
-13

Monday: Ex 1:8-14,22/Mt 10:34-11:1

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6,9-12/Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Ex11:10-12:14/Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42/Mt 12:14-21

Next Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34

) X

Offertory $10,720
Improvement Fund $838
Parish Share $3,499
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Do you know of someone who was raised as a

Catholic but who no longer practice their faith or

have joined a non Catholic faith

community? If so, please let them know

we long for their return and invite them

to ask any questions they may have about

the Catholic Church. Please call Ron

Donatelh at 412-795-0388 or email at

Rondon216@aol.com Also, please refer to this
web site. http://www.catholicscomehome.org/
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Contact Fr. Tom or Fr. John at the parish
office to gain an understanding and begin the
process..

Attention Liturgical Ministers:
The New email address for
scheduling correspondence is

schedule4sjbparish@verizon.net
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Festival Clean up ALL DAY
Sr. Youth Ministry - convent

10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Festival Take Down All Day
6:00 p.m. Festival Take Down
6:30 p.m. Sr. Youth Ministry -
™ #

convent

. Sr. Youth Ministry




Thank you
SO0000 much

Y# <<+t )= & D)/ ) +. 0 "I"_))"+ &&
“$+ ) $+$ 2)0 #l+. & 012)* "$)1

Ill() Il+ ) ) 3+ Il$) 3) II12 &
1 4 H*
4 4
(C 0 !
*+ 1"1 "1 3+
3) "2 &" B) ,+ * *_ #&) *b.
7 89:8 (
# - V4 & 0! 1
* g 21! & & &
') ! ! % 3( 3+ !
C : 7 ;988
$ 4
D & & & & !
( & & 4567 0
4 ! 4
$BI-1 n&gr )+ & "y .2 &)( ' (0 _ H &
*0p1 8" 5( I & , a weekend retreat designed to heal the emotional . C

and spiritual wounds of abortion, will be held August 21-23, 2009 at the
Spiritan Center in Bethel Park. In a confidential and supportive
atmosphere, Rachel’s Vineyard demonstrates God’s love, forgiveness,
and compassion to women and men struggling with abortion’s aftermath.
Sponsored by Catholic Charities and the Diocese of Pittsburgh. To
register or for more information, call Ann Depner or Karen LaFrance at
412 456-6999, or call Toni Jester at 412 352-5348 before 8/14/09.
Registration information also available at www.ccpgh.org
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Looking for a new way to meet people, make friends, and share good
times with others? Check out the Catholic Alumni Club. The group offers
tennis, parties, picnics, dances, hiking, volley ball, dinners, scripture
study, trips and many other events. For more information or an
application, go to their website: www.cacpittsburgh.org or call 412-341-
4070.

“Parish communities must show by their deeds
of love and justice that the gospel they .-«
proclaim is fulfilled in their actions. This 3
tradition is not empty theory; it =
challenges our priorities as a nation, our
choices as a Church, our values as
parishes. It has led the Church to stand with the
poor and vulnerable against the strong and
powerful. It brings occasional controversy and
conflict, but it also brings life and vitality to the
People of God. It is a sign of our faithfulness to the
gospel.”

(U.S. Catholic Bishops, # - -




JULY ACTIVITIES
July 13th — Board Games
_ (after helping with Festival Clean up)

S Y July 20th — Scavenger Hunt

_ij

July 27th — Willows Mini Golf 4 =

Senior High (9-12) &
Junior High (7-8) Students
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This is your chance to gather with
others to celebrate your recent high school
graduation and to prepare for the future!
WHERE? WHEN?

Gilmary Retreat Center
August 7-9
Two overnights $50

If interested, stop by the rectory for a

registration form. Registration deadline is August 1st.
1 ++*1 +
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The Diocese of Pittsburgh has committed significant
resources to help those who were harmed by
clergy sexual abuse to recover from their horrible
experiences. We hope our efforts will help, but
we realize that only the grace of God can provide
the complete healing the victims need. In the
midst of this sorrowful story, lessons have been
learned and taken deeply to heart. Ineffective policies of the
past have been rejected Understandings that did not measure
up to human realities have changed. New insights and
policies can now offer protection to all our people.
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Winners are determined by the daily PA Lottery at 7:00
PM. The calendar is good from the day of purchase
through December 31, 2009. Donation is $25—
Calendars are on sale at the school and rectory.
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Preschool Registration

St. John’s Preschool is accepting applications
for its fall, 2009/2010 program for children 3-5
years of age.

Registration is available every Wednesday at
the Preschool building from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. or by appointment. For more information, please call Anna
Mae Newmaster, Preschool Director, at 412-793-2180 or 412-
793-5130. Scholarships are available.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL

S50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SEPTEMBER 27, 2009
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MGSS far tﬁe You will notice that -the donation for lighting a ¥

Tntentions ¥ WZE& votive candle has increased to $3.00. Rising costs of
candles made the increase a must. Anyone wishing
. . ) to light a candle may do so themselves, please
T 9G "M % & & (3! > 37 . . .
5:00 p.m. C(B) -)Living and (Deceas(ed of thé Parish : deposit $3.00 in the box provided. Thank you.
7:30 a.m. Charles (Woody) Vogan (wife, Kay) |  ~~—————e—e—e
9:00 a.m. Don Regan (wife, Dian and son, Ken Regan) & 2 # 0
11:00 a.m. John M. DeMichiei, Jr. (James Duffy Family) * I
- 91 14 > 37 6 T 1 T
9:00 a.m. Margaret Plutto (son, Richard Plutto) : : .
- 97 ™1 E)ie( 1- -, (% 6EO( > 37 # ( ] F
9:00 a.m. Thomas Gault (wife, Diane) !
B - 91 BL)2AUD N > 57 .8 b !
9:00 a.m. Ida Mae Hufnagel (Family)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion GGGGGGGGGGGGGEG
97 & + ) &3l > ;7 D@ ¢ >
9:00 a.m. Helen Hromyak (Children) H LA B 0
T D 91— > ;7 ;6 I o
9:00 a.m. Michael Thomas (Jerry and Mary Ann Hammill) . L . .
4:30 p.m. Jamie MacConnell and Michael Skena (nuptials)
D 97 3( v ("<l > 37 F ! d tAB
9:00 a.m. Special Intention (Madelyn Schaffer) & 1 | § &
9:30 a.m. DE! $ '
3:00 p.m. Bethany Boegel and Geoff Loy, (nuptials) A1l D % 1
D 97 (A )% ( &( & (3! > @ I 4
5:00 p.m. (B - Edward A. Pochatko (Barbara and Edward) *
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
9:00 a.m. 58th Wedding Anniversary of
Harry and Vivian Trautmann (Children)
11:00 a.m. Irwin and Dorothy Stoecklein (Family)
" 4 4
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Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of Plea:g?O%ASTué?/';efﬁaf’;yer s ek ac
the Roman C_:athO“C Dloc_ese of PlttSb_urgh' g ~ She displays the Vocation Cross in her home to
As a faith community, we strive to SRl pray for Religious Vocations,
The Vocation Cross calendar for 2009 is now

Imitate our patron Saint John the Baptist
who led others to Christ. ~ We are

!} available. Parishioners interested in hosting the
Vocation Cross in their home for one week may

committed to keeping our faith alive and phone Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110
growing through prayer, sacraments, faith
formation and service. Through : 2 _ _

. . ) Compassmnate Heart of Jesus, graciously listen to our
evangelization and stewardship we prayers, Give this world generous hearts who will
encourage full and active participation of respond to your call of a religious vocation.
all members Lift up courageous men and women willing to follow

) ) after your heart as priests, sisters, brothers and deacons.
We hope to reflect the life and love of Help parents, grandparents and all Catholics to share the
Christ by Strengthening the faith of our faith and to encourage young people to explore religious
i : : ’ vocations.
parlshloners while reaChmg out to all God’s Guide all people, Lord, in your ways of compassion, truth,
people. and peace, that we may find happiness in fulfilling our
vocation.
Amen.




As humans we all know how easy it is to stray from D ]
God's will. Sometimes it seems we wander from the path VE < 1 . * - F
no matter how hard we try. Perhaps that's 17 ! ! #
why Jesus sent His apostles out in society to
call people to repent, not just believe. Jesus
knew that we can only have peace of soul ﬁ
when we are in harmony with God. In fact
the first step in any true believer's 92 ) * 4 1
relationship with God is repenting. Giving up our will, our
sinful ways and taking that long hard road to walk back to
Him. Without that, belief is merely a mouthful of words,
without any valid meaning. Take a moment to consider $ $ i
your life today. Are you shouting your belief from miles * E 11 /
away from God - or kneeling in repentance at His feet?
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The Church has issued additional commandments, called , b ! 4
precepts, which are designed to help us live the original Ten ! 5 ! 2 ?
more fully. All the Church's laws are contained in the Code A 7
of Canon Law, but these are the principal obligations of
every Catholic:
Honor the day of Jesus’ Resurrection by going to Mass ! ! !
every Sunday and on holy days of obligation. 0 ! <) tH :od
Receive Communion often, and go to Confession at least H 1 ¢ D - ¢ 1 - g " *
once a year. i$ (¢ ( Ed 1 LH
Make a lifelong study of Catholic teaching. [ X W1E 1 +
Observe the marriage laws of the Church, and give oo D i - b1 $ L#
children religious training. #
Strengthen and support the parish community, parish
priest, the worldwide Church and the Pope.
Do penance, including abstaining from meat and fasting
from food on the appointed days. H
Join in the missionary spirit of the Church
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+ LI " 0% "¢ *)) IN% g, entitled: *! B * at St. Bernadette Church in Monroeville
on Wednesday, July 15 at 1:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m. The first session at 1p.m. is an opportunity for seniors to reflect on how God works
through the different seasons of their lives. The second session offers Caregivers suggestions on how to spiritually accompany their senior
parents, spouses, family and friends. Presented by Gateway Hospice (1-877-878-2244 and St. Bernadette Parish (412-373-0050).

) & & H1 July 29th at 7:00 p.m. on July 29th. Admission: $25 includes 12 cards and 1 book of specials and
jackpot. Pre-register by July 15th for only $20.00.Call: Jo, 412-793-5392 or Theresa, 412-795-5709. Extra Packages $5.00 each (regular 6
cards or specials). Early Birds, 20 Regular Games $100.00 each. Crazy "T" .$250.00, Special "X" $250.00, Round Robin $250, Double
Bingo $250.00, Quicky Cover-All, Jack Pot Cover-All $1,000.00 "MUST GO" (Extra Jack Pots $1.00 per sheet) WINNER TAKE ALL

$I-1 N&r)+& "7 2 &) (o0 *%1 8" 5( 1 &, a weekend retreat designed to heal the emotional and spiritual
wounds of abortion, will be held August 21-23, 2009 at the Spiritan Center in Bethel Park. In a confidential and supportive atmosphere,
Rachel’s Vineyard demonstrates God’s love, forgiveness, and compassion to women and men struggling with abortion’s aftermath.
Sponsored by Catholic Charities and the Diocese of Pittsburgh. To register or for more information, call Ann Depner or Karen LaFrance at
412 456-6999, or call Toni Jester at 412 352-5348 before 8/14/09. Registration information also available at www.ccpgh.org

SEHM™MT o nmr4 )% (* % &) &It 1 )% 1 )1& B Dentists, your time and skills are needed at the Catholic Charities Free
Health Care Center. Due to overwhelming demand for dental care among the working uninsured, there is an increased need for dentists
who can volunteer in our downtown Pittsburgh location. You set your schedule, we will provide the parking and a great team atmosphere!
For more information, call Roberta at 412-456-6697.



