Pastor’s Notes

“Don’t let YESTERDAY use up too much of TODAY.”
— Will Rogers

I think I’ve heard this saying in a different way.
““So do not worry about tomorrow.
Today has sufficient concerns of its own.”
— Jesus (Matt. 6:34 )

We all know there’s rarely the opportunity to undo what
was done the day before. And projecting what might be in
store for us in the days to come is only conjecture

< 9, until that day comes.
(M\\;\*\>~ So, if we pray today, why should we worry

about what may be confronted in the time that is
not now? And if we worry, what good is our prayer in
bringing us to realize God with us at this moment?

If we dwell on the past, this very moment becomes the
past without our doing anything with it, which is hardly what
God had intended when it was given to share and live.

Besides all of this, how much control do we have over
things we worry about? Really!?

Can we control those situations where we are
not physically present? 9

Can we control what others may say or think, ~ORX
whether they be true or false? ® @
Can we really control others who are in our ~

presence?
No, and no, and, not unless the “other” allows us to
control them, with them giving up their own freedom.

The other side of the coin is the question, “Are we using
this moment in time for what God intended when given to
us? Or have we chosen to make it ours and not God’s?”

How difficult it is to take responsibility for something,
and yet not to own what is not meant to be owned. To see
every moment as gift that is, and then as quickly, is no more,
can be very difficult.

So why worry about the moment, whether it be in the
past, in the present, or in the future? It’s better to let the one
who gives the gift also direct us in its use.

The gift of time that we have and share does come with
instructions. We just need to listen, then follow!

Thanks to Christie Smith and to all who helped in
working the annual Craft Show which supports our various
Youth Ministry activities. A great job by all
T — including the many who provided the baked
goods! Yes, I did pick up some Christmas
gifts, and am considering others (I know the parishioners
who had tables).
Thanks also to the many who provided cookies for our
receptions following the Masses this past weekend. It’s

always good to have the commissioning of catechists at all
the masses, and to celebrate afterwards. It allows the whole
parish to see the commitment being made. Thanks to the
reception committee and Sr. Janet for their work, and Jane
Tarr for her work in preparing the commissioning.
#

Today we are asked to pray for our eighth grade students
as they begin their final months of preparation
for reception of the sacrament of Confirmation.
It is marked with them signing their Declaration
of Intention to continue faithfully in learning
our faith, growing in their knowledge and understanding of
God, and in the living out their commitment with the help of
the Holy Spirit.

Since the time of preparation for sacramental celebration
is to be two years for children, this declaration will be
moved up to seventh grade later this year.
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Thanks to Terry Snyder for his work in preparing the
liturgical minister schedule for the past four years. He has
been a blessing to the whole parish.

What many do not realize is that Terry is not Catholic,
although we always see him at mass with his family. Terry
is stepping down from this position so he can devote more
time in learning our faith. Yes, Terry has indicated that he
has chosen to enter into the RCIA program. So please say a
prayer in gratitude for his service to St. John’s, and
continued prayers for him and the seven others who have
indicated the desire to learn about our faith.

The new coordinator for the scheduling of
liturgical ministers is Rita Gurganus. We thank
her for accepting this vital role as we also
promise our prayerful support. Her phone
number is 412-793-1272.

All ministers should send their schedules to the
following email: & ()& T > # &

We received two diocesan faxes last
weekend. Once concerns “Bodies...The
Exhibition” to open at the Carnegie Science
Center beginning in October.

The second is a statement concerning a
conciliatory resolution of civil lawsuits concerning the
Diocese of Pittsburgh and plaintiffs of alleged abuses by
priests.

| expect the full documents to be in the Pittsburgh
Catholic, and therefore am not printing them as inserts for
our bulletin.

If, however, they are not included in this weekend’s
Pittsburgh Catholic, we’ll include them next weekend.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom




HOLY HOUR FOR
BISHOP DAVID ZUBIK
AND THE DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
7:15 — 8:15PM

On the eve of the installation of Bishop
David A. Zubik as Bishop of Pittsburgh
St. John’s will join with parishes
throughout the diocese in prayer — even as a Holy Hour is
being celebrated with Bishop Zubik at St. Paul Cathedral in
Oakland at the same time.

All are invited to share in this evening as we pray for the
Holy Spirit to guide Bishop Zubik as shepherd of the
Catholic Church in Pittsburgh, and for that same Spirit to
move among the people of the diocese.

It is very good that Bishop Zubik would make such a
request, as it indicates well his reliance on the providence
of God in his ministry. It is an example that we should carry
in our own lives, and in our service in and through the
Church.

Please join us as a family for this hour, which includes
Adoration and Benediction.

Please make this entire week a week of prayer for the
intention of Bishop Zubik.
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DATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2007

Sunday collection $11,504
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-1,258

Second Collection
Parish Social Ministry, September 29/30
Improvement Fund, October 6/7

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners
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This is an important meeting as
we’ll finalize our work of the past six fq

months and then move to begin
initiating the objectives established for
our one, three and five year goals.
Look pretty! It’s picture night!
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The Ladies of Charity of St. John’s will hold their first
Q? meeting for 2007-2008 on Wednesday, September 26 at
10:30 a.m. in the rectory meeting room.
Our activities include visiting our parishioners who are
in local nursing homes or assisted living facilities,
coordinating the Christmas Angel Trees, the winter food
drive and funding the Valentine’s Day fruit baskets for
the shut-ins.
If you are interested, please come to the meeting or call Nancy
Urban at 412-795-4116.

Readings for the Week of September 23

Sunday: Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8,12b,14-20/Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Lk 9:1-6

Thursday:  Hg 1:1-8/Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Hg 2:1-9/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Dn 7:9-10,13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51

Next Sunday: Am 6:1a,4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31
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10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick - church
6:00 p.m. Athletic Association - annex
6:00 p.m. Scouts Pack meeting - cafeteria
7:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry - convent
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5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. CCD Home-study - annex
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council - RMR
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9:00 a.m. Preschool parent session - annex
9:45a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Vocation Committee - annex
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10:30 a.m. Ladies of Charity - RMR

6:30 p.m. Brownies - cafeteria

7:00 p.m. RCIA Inquiry - RMR
16 " + #(C /

3:45 p.m. Junior Choir - church

6:30 p.m. Webelos - cafeteria

7:00 p.m. Bereavement Group - convent

7:00 p.m. Cantors - annex

7:15 p.m. Holy Hour - church

7:30 p.m. Choir - annex
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9:00 a.m. Preschool, Brown bag - annex

4:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
T "+ #( _,6
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10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex

4




Sponsored by Youth Ministry
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Hoagies are $5.00 each and will be sold in t he
Annex. NO need to order! Stop in the Annex after Mass
and pick some up for lunch, dinner or a snack.
This fundraiser will help defray the cost of YM trip to the
National Catholic Youth Conference in November.

Thanks for your support!
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THE RETURN OF
7:00AM WEEKDAY MASS

Monday, September 24,
we’ll again have two weekday
masses — 7:00AM and 9:00AM
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The 40 Day Pilgrimage (sponsored by the
Respect Life Office of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh) promotes prayer and fasting and
reciting the Rosary in host parishes.

As a diocese we will begin our 40 days of
prayer and fasting on September 29 in order .
to accommodate the prayerful and celebratory -z y2se-
events of the Installation of Bishop Zubik on ¢
September 28.

St. John’s will host the Rosary on Saturday, October
27th at 4:00 p.m. All parishioners are encouraged to join
the Respect Life Committee at this time.  More
information about the 40 Days for Life Pilgrimage will be
available in upcoming bulletins.

Rite of Christian Initiation

- For the un-baptized now looking
for a relationship with God,
and an understanding of God;
- For those baptized in another
Christian tradition who have
Interest or questions about the
Catholic Church.

- For baptized Catholics who have not
received the sacraments of
Confirmation and Holy Euchatrist.

RCIA is also for children age seven and
older who have not been baptized and
possibly for baptized children who are past
the age when the sacraments of Holy
Eucharist and Confirmation are normally
received.

Call Ron Donatelli, Director of RCIA at 412-
793-1617 or talk with Fr. Tom, Fr. Bill or Jane
Tarr, Director of Religious Education any
question or concern will be addressed.

Thank You

Thank you to all the Cookie Bakers and to the
Hospitality Committee. Without your generous gift of talent
and time our parish could not take part in
special events celebrating such as R Q(
Catechetical Sunday, Fellowship Sundays e
Receptions, etc. These socials give everyone %
achance to have a regular “meet and greet”
with one another and to express
congratulations encouragement or to thank the many
people of St John's who are involved in ministry.

Thank you to Stoeckleins Bakery, located in Blawnox
for their constant support and donation of delicious
aoughnuts, It would be true to say our gatherings are mouth
watering.

All parishioners are invited to the next Fellowship
Sunday on October 28th at 1130 in the Annex. The
Hospitality Committee will be there making sure the
aoughnuts are served perfectly for you.
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The trucks usually collect the paper
‘!E_ for recycling in th_e early/lat(_a evgning. If
AHE you are attending a meeting in the
evening, please make sure that you are
not blocking the recycling or the trash bins, giving
the trucks easy access to them. Thank you.




St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center
Invites You To A
Celebrated Experience

“You Alone Are My God”
This is the theme for this retreat season at
St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center. If you are
wondering how to put “God First” in your life,
why not reflect on it over a retreat weekend.

Contact the following people if interested.
They’re waiting for the phone calls.

MEN’S WEEKEND
October 5-7, 20017

It’s not too late!
Parish Promoter: Ed Cotton — 412-795-2352

WOMEN’S WEEKEND

November 2-4, 2007
Parish Promoter: Lisa Noca — 412-826-8888
Parish Promoter: Linda Scott — 412-793-9391

REGISTRATI PAMPHLETS ARE IN THE
CHURCH VESTIBULE

FOR BOTH WEEKENDS: Finances are never
an Issue concerning these retreats.
Scholarships are available for those who are in
need. Simply contact Fr. Tom. You do not need
to tell the receptionist anything. Everything
remains confidential. And give thanks to God!

All Parishioners Are Invited to

An Inspirational Evening
L
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CHOIRFEST f(l,\ )
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At St. Anselm Churc(j;_-uﬂ’g;,_ oy
(Word of God Parish)
7446 McClure Avenue, Swissvale

Please joinus at 4:00 PM
For an afternoon of excellent music
with over 200 musicians from the
following churches:
Good Shepherd, Incarnation,
Madonna del Castello,
St. John Fisher, St. John the Baptist, St. Maurice,
St. Robert Bellarmine and Word of God
Formore information, call 412-241-1372
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Religious Education
We are up and running! CCD classes
began last week on Monday and Tuesday.
Parents should take the time to read this year’s

handbook. Information containing all aspects
of the program can be found in this booklet.

) Today, Sunday, September 23" at the 12:00
== Noon Mass all 106 eighth grade students will
{ l-;?~ participate in one of the rites of Confirmation —
~ the Declaration of Intention. Please pray for

the candidates as they proceed with their preparation

this years acceptance of the their completion of the

Sacraments of Initiation — Confirmation.

SJBS INFORMATION

We are now selling KidStuff Coupon
Books through the school. The cost of
the book 1is $25.00. Our school
y earns $12.50 - a 50% profit on
f2. - each book that we sell. Also,
b your Tamily earns one free book
“  worth $25.00 for every 5 books
you sell! Use a few coupons and save more
than the cost of the book.

Coming in November
PTG SUPER BINGO
Sunday, November 4, 2007

2:00 PM in the Cafeteria
$25 per ticket.

Only 200 tickets will be sold.
Please call Chris Voss at 724-337-7224 or Tina
Walcutt at 724-327-7434 to reserve your ticket!
There is no Steeler game that day,
so come and have some fun while o
you help support the school!




Youth Ministry
Don"t miss the fun! There are tons of great activities
scheduled this fall for both Sr. and Jr. Youth Ministry!

Join us!
Senior High Youth
Ministry <! % ¢& "4
for our Ffirst LIFE NIGHT--Sunday, Oct. 14--7:30-9pm
- FORM DUE for Haunted House--Sunday, Oct 14
S:Zf:o\?/e.?f t;rlli FORM DUE Fulfilled Retreat & Leadership Forum--Friday, Oct. 19
year: -~ |HAUNTED HOUSE--Saturday, Oct. 20--7-10:30pm
about what"s

- - LEADERSHIP FORUM--Saturday, Oct. 27--10am-5pm
happening In our|GaTEWAY CLIPPER CRUISE--Sunday, Nov. 4--5pm-10:30pm

lives, hang out|NcycC--Thursday, Nov. 8 to

and play some| sunday, Nov. 11--students registered last year

ping pong and|FULFILLED REREAT--Friday, Nov. 16-Sunday, Nov. 18--5pm
pool. We  will|RSVP for Advent Wreath Making by Saturday, Nov. 24

Meet TONIGHT |ALL-NIGHT BOWLING--Monday, Nov. 26--12:30-4:30am
from 7-30-9-00 | ADVENT WREATH MAKING--Saturday, Dec. 1--3-4:50pm
p.m. in the | SECRET SANTA--Dec. 1 to Dec. 16--sign up by Nov. 26
youth I 0 0 m LIFE NIGHT-Sunday, Dec. 9--7:30-9pm

(convent living LIFE NIGHT-Sunday, Dec. 16--7:30-9pm

room) Bring your friends!

the
the

e Did you turn in your money and permission Tform for
Gateway Clipper Dinner Cruise on Nov 4? Tonight 1is
last night to turn them in. Bring them to the session!

e Permission forms for the Haunted House on October‘J
20 are due on October 14. Don"t miss the fun!

Jr. High Youth Ministry
« Want to be a leader?

Register now for the LEAD retreat

scheduled for . =1 2
October 13, . - §
Learn what it Video Scavenger Hunt Saturday, Sept 22

LEAD Retreat Saturday, October 13
Middle School Faith Rally Friday, October 26
Thanksgiving Service Set-up and Game Night Wednesday, Nov 21

takes to be a
confident

leader, how TO|gyre You Retreat Saturday, December 1-2
handle PE€€er | salem Crossing Christmas Event Friday, December 14
pressure and

what to do to stand out in a crowd. Email Christie at

sjbyouth@comcast.net if you are interested.

« Registration for the Middle School Faith Rally on Friday,
October 26th is now being taken. Turn in your
permission forms to the school or CCD office along
% with your $10. This is a great event sponsored by

the Diocese of Pittsburgh (and 7th grade
Confirmation event) and our very own Music
Director, Will Smith 1is Ileading the music and

games.
songs and games, email him

IT you want to be on stage with him to help lead the
at sjbmusic@comcast.net.

IT you did not receive a fall calendar please call the youth
ministry office at 412-793-1617x261 or email
sjbyouth@comcast.net

Around Town and Other
Parish Events:
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will be held on Saturday,
October 6 at the Universal
United Presbyterian Church
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
The church is located at 2545
Main Street in Penn Hills. For
more information, call 412-795
-0887.

4 141 4% :

% 1 sponsored by St.
Mary of the Mount Parish and
Bishop Leonard-St. Mary of
the Mount School on October
5, 6, 7th at Sullivan Hall, 115
Bigham Street in Mount
Washington. The Festival will
run from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday and from
Noon to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.

1 9 "

sponsored by the Women’s
Group of St. Bartholomew
Church on October 6th in the
school hall located on
Frankstown Road in Penn
Hills. The party will run from
Noon to 4:00 p.m. The price
per ticket is $8. There will be
Chinese auction and raffles.
For more information/
reservations, call Catherine at
412-798-98109.

<1 # <1
@ missing out on the joy of
reading because of visual or
physical disabilities? $

« "

"& " ++ can
help. Readers with low vision,
individuals who cannot hold
books or turn pages, or those
with physically based reading
disability may borrow large
print books, recorded books
and magazines, audio players,
and described videos. Braille
books and magazines are also
available. Materials can be
ordered by phone or online.
Everything is sent and returned
by U.S. mail, free of charge.
For more information, call toll-
free 1-800-242-0586 or visit
the library’s website:
www.carnegielibrary.org/lbph.
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Mass GSE=g for the
Intentions ¥ f"l/l/ee&
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5:00 p.m. Theresa Namachar (The Namachar Family)
Interpreted Mass
7:30 a.m. Robert Gawinske (Regis and Nancy Urban)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. Matthew DeStefano, Sr. (wife, Kathy and Family)
12:00 p.m. Mary and Guy Bucci (Nancy and Family)
Anointing of the Sick Mass
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7:00 a.m. Virginia Varnise (Lisa and Mike Vogan)
9:00 a.m. Irene Borkavich (Shirley Maliski)
9 <A2 @ " B.6?7,1C

7:00 a.m. Cecilia Stecz (John and Connie Stecz)
9:00 a.m. George Rusnak (Bill and Mary Wilshire)
29 9 <A #H1& O# # "i&
7:00 a.m. John Bettencount (The Heiser Family)
9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the
First Catholic Slovak Ladies Branch #597
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

B.6?,3C
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7:00 a.m. Carl Subic (Richard and Sue Podobnik)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Kicko Family
(Helen Kicko)
7:15 p.m. Holy Hour
4 9 <pA2 & 18 # " B.6?7,5C

7:00 a.m. Courtland A. Shoemaker
(Barb, Ken and Tricia Bott)
9:00 a.m. William Hackwelder (Laverne Grasso)
5:00 p.m. Rebekah Reinhard and Christopher Kozub, nuptials
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9:00 a.m. Woody Vogan and O’Toole Family
(Kay Vogan)
9 <A N S " # B.6)-.C

5:00 p.m. Linda and Cozarrio Conte
(Lorraine Churilla and Family)
7:30 a.m. Rose Staudenmaier (Bernard and Carmen)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. John A. Sacek, Jr.
(daughter, Suzanne Pattock and Family)
12:00 p.m. Nicolino Fratangelo and Gino Quattrucci
(Franco and Carla Fratangelo)

Baptism
We welcome into our faith community with great joy the newly
baptized: David Joseph Dzambo Niznik. May God send his peace
upon you and your loved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Congratulations
Congratulations and best wishes to Al and Ruth Mack who
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on September 27th and
to John and Betzi Powers who are celebrating their 35th Wedding
Anniversary today. May the blessings of God be yours all the days
of your life.

Banns of Marriage
111 Rebekah Reinhard and Christopher Kozub

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Virginia Mooney, Raymond Killian.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Edward Habjan, William Duffy,
Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Dolores Burns,
Veronica Sacsek, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn
Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Emma
Davis, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony
DiBello, Hank Cacciamani. May their faith comfort them
and God’s blessing’s heal them.

Flowers at the Altar
The flowers at the Altar
are given in honor and glory
of Our Lord, on the special occasion of
the 60th Wedding Anniversary of
Ruth and Al Mack

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum Borough,
Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron Saint
John the Baptist who led others to Christ. We are committed to
keeping our faith alive and growing through prayer, sacraments,
faith formation and service. Through evangelization and
stewardship we encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while reaching out to
all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for the Following Seminarians

E : 4 F and9 $
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS
Please join the Smith family in prayer this week as &
they display the Vocation Cross in their home and pray s
for Religious Vocations. Parishioners interested in
hosting the Vocations Cross in their home may call Suzy
Adamonis at 412-793-6110. L)

Prayer for Vocations
Lord through the intercession of our Blessed Lady the first
servant of Christ, we ask to give courage to those who you
call to say ‘yes” as Mary accepted your call so long ago.




