
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH                PITTSBURGH, PA  

Pastorõs Notes 
 Christmas is the time of the year when many agencies 

and other organizations request donations.  Weôll get flooded 

with mail, some already including a gift for a donation they 

expect you to accept ð and in some cases, feel guilty if you 

do not send money in return. 

 My response to questions such as ñDo I have to give to 

every organization, especially organizations affiliated with 

the Church in some way?ò,  is always the same. 

 The answer is ñNo.ò  
 

 Here are some easy steps to take in 

determining what to do ð and feel good 

about it. 

 1)  Determine how much money you 

plan to give to charity this Christmas. 

 2)  List those charities that you plan to 

support.  These will include ones that 

perhaps youôve supported for many years.  They may also 

include your local charities ð Parish Social Ministry, Giving 

Tree, Pittsburgh Food Bank, etc., etc. 

 3)  Next to each, mark down the amount you plan to give 

each charity. 

 4)  Total these amounts and subtract this total from the 

determined amount allotted for charities this year. 

 5)  If money remains, determine if you will increase the 

above gifts or provide for a different charity. 

 6)  If you choose other charities, be mindful that your 

name will probably go on a few universal lists of givers and 

more requests may be received.  Check it out first. 

 7)  Thank God for the ability to share the blessings of 

God with others. 

 7)  Say a prayer for organizations and charities not 

included in your final list.   
 

 The only way you should feel any guilt in this process is 

if the amount set for charities could or should be larger than 

what was established.   

 For the elderly, who are the most faithful contributors to 

charities, be realistic about the amount you expect to share, 

and hold firm to that amount.  You donôt need 

to feel like Mr. Scrooge when you say no.   

There will surely be another enticing request 

in the mail.  Hold firm.  Marketing agencies 

can make the hardest hearts melt at the right 

time of the year.  If one in particular touches you, save the 

address until sometime in the new year when your finances 

are not so strained due to the holidays.  The agency will 

probably still be in business.  And you can always verify this 

by the telephone number they provide.  If no number, no 

business.  And always take the time to learn how much of 

what you are giving is actually going to the people in need.  

Those glossy mailings can consume a lot of donations. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

 Patience and Perseverance. 

 These two words have been coming to me in prayer over 

the past two weeks.  I wasnôt sure how they were to be lived 

out, beyond the daily patience and perseverance required, 

and particularly at this time of year.  Then I looked at all the 

Sunday readings for Advent leading up to 

Christmas. 

 Yes, weôll cite the need for patience in 

shopping, baking, cleaning, and decorating ð 

added dimensions of lives already overrun 

with activity.  And weôll note the need to 

persevere if indeed Christmas is to be 

celebrated as in years past.   

 But this patience and perseverance, you 

can read this as persistence, is all about our 

relationship with God, reading ñourò in light of Godôs 

activity in all of human history.  It was the persistent 

rejection of God by the chosen people that brought about that 

same persistence ð and patience ð from God.  It remains 

the same today.  It is our need to take on a persistent nature 

to change our lives, to daily look forward to the coming of 

God in our lives, and at the same time to reflect the patience 

of God toward others. 

 Patience and perseverance are part and parcel of the 

Advent season.  Godôs patience is consistent in waiting for 

us to grasp the fullness of life in Jesus Christ.  Our 

perseverance is required if we are to understand the coming 

of the Son of God into the world today.   We grow in patient 

endurance as we await the second coming.   

 Patience with ourselves, with determined perseverance, 

allows us to grow in our relationship with the God who is 

forever enduring us.   

 Let this Advent season be more than a time to prepare for 

Christmas celebrations.  Let it be a time of great renewal in 

fashioning ourselves in understanding Godôs relationship 

with us.       Love and prayers, 

         Fr. Tom 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES PLEA  
 Bishop David Zubik has asked all parishes in the  

Diocese to sponsor a second collection for Catholic 

Charities, Dec. 6-7.  As the primary social service agency of 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Catholic Charities serves all, 

regardless of religious affiliation at their time of greatest 

need.  The agency is currently experiencing a 40% increase 

in the number of calls from people who are challenged by 

the current economic conditions and need help with food, 

utility bills and other basic needs.  With the coldest weather 

approaching, there is a keen sense of urgency that resources 

will not be able to meet demand.  Please support Catholic 

Charities and help you neighbors in need. Thank-you.  For 

more information about Catholic Charities, visit 

www.ccpgh.org. 

 Catholic Charitiesô Clinic also assists in providing 

medical and dental attention as determined by need. 



Eucharistic Adoration 
December 5-6, 2008 

 

Adoration begins following the 
9:00AM Mass Friday and ends 
Saturday morning at 8:45AM.   

 

Signup sheets are at the doors. 
You may call the rectory office during the week 

to sign in for a particular time. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 30, 2008 

 9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate  -  RMR 

 11:00 a.m. Childrenôs Liturgy  -  church 

 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

 11:45 p.m. SYM All Night Bowling 

Monday, December 1 

   No CCD 

 7:00 p.m. Praise Band  -  church 

 7:00 p.m. Vocation Committee  -  annex 

 8:00 p.m. Bell Choir  -  church 

Tuesday, December 2 

 6:00 a.m. Menôs Small Faith  -  annex 

   No CCD 

 7:00 p.m. RCIA Sponsor meeting  -  RMR 

Wednesday, December 3 

 9:00 a.m. Preschool parent session  -  annex 

 10:00 a.m. Womenôs Small Faith  -  RMR 

 1:00 p.m. Preschool parent session  -  annex 

 3:00 p.m. Cub Scouts  -  cafeteria 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Faith, Advent Reflection  -  RMR 

Thursday, December 4 

 3:00 p.m. School Cantors  -  church 

 3:45 p.m. Junior and Cherub Choirs  -  church 

 6:00 p.m. Scouts  -   cafeteria 

 7:00 p.m. Cantors  -  church 

 7:30 p.m. Choir  -  church 

Friday, December 5 

Saturday, December 6 

 9:00 a.m. Ladies of Charity cookie sorting  -  annex 

 10:00 a.m. Santaôs Lunch w/Brownies  - cafeteria 

Sunday, December 7 

   Ladies of Charity Christmas Cookie Sale  - 

 9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate  -  RMR 

 11:00 a.m. Childrenôs Liturgy  -  annex classroom 

Readings for the Week of November 30 
Sunday: Is 63:16-17,19; 64:2-7/1Cor 1:3-9/ 

 Mk 13:33-37 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21,24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21,23-26/Mt 9:35-10:1,5a,6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5,9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

S AINT  J OHN  THE  B APTIST   

C ATHOLIC  PARISH  
444 Saint John Street (Unity Center Road and Millers Lane) 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15239 
 

Parish email address: stjohnthebaptistparish@comcast.net 

Parish Web Site: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net 
 

WORSHIP 
Sunday Liturgy:  Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  

 Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Weekday Liturgy:  Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  

 Always check weekly schedule for any changes. 
 

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 9:30-10:00 a.m. and 

 11:30 a.m. to Noon, or by appointment.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sundays of the month at 

 1:00 p.m. Contact the Rectory to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 

 Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance. 

 Contact the Rectory to schedule. 
 

PARISH  STAFF AND DIRECTORY  
Rectory  412-793-4511 
 

Parish Fax  412-793-4311  
 

Parish Website: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net 
 
 

Rev. Thomas J. Galvin, Pastor 
 
 

Rev. John Geinzer, Parochial Vicar 
 
 

Mrs. Ginger Vannucci, Office Manager 
 

Music Ministry 

 Miss Amanda Kraeger, Music Director  

 412-793-1617 ext. 256, email sjbmusicministry@comcast.net 
 

Social Ministry Office,  

 Sister Janet Barnicle, OSB 412-793-4511 
 
 

Religious Education, Mrs. Jane Tarr, Director 

 412-795-6376 email reled@stjohnthebaptistschool.org 
 
 

School Office, Mrs. Sandra L. Stonebraker, Principal  

 412-793-0555, website: www.stjohnthebaptistschool.org 
 
 

Preschool Office, Anna Mae Newmaster 412-793-2180 
 
 

Youth Ministry, Young Adult Ministry, Christie Smith   

 412-793-1617 ext. 261, email sjbyouth@comcast.net 
 
 

Christian Initiation, Ron Donatelli, 412-793-1617 ext. 260 

ONGOING ADULT FAITH FORMATION  

Wednesday, December 3, 2008 ð 7:00 pm.  

In the Rectory Meeting Room 
 

This week:  Advent Reflection 
 

God cares for all his creation and guides it 

toward perfection. Our faith in the Father is 

firmly rooted in our trust that he takes care of all 

our needs.  Everyone is welcome 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
CHRISTMAS BONUS RAFFLE  

ONLY 2 WEEKS AWAY  
 

RETURN YOUR STUBS FOR A  
CHANCE TO WIN  

 

 First Prize $1,500  
 Second Prize $1,000  
 Third Prize $500  
Cost is $1.00 per ticket.  

 

DRAWING, DECEMBER 7TH  
at 12:45PM  

All returns must be made by 12:30 p.m. and can 
be made via the collection basket, mail, by 
dropping them off at the rectory.  

LADIES OF CHARITY 

ANNUAL HOMEMADE  

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE  

Next Weekend after all 

Masses 

December 6&7 
at school entrances 

 

Trays of 1 1/2 dozen assortment ð $5.00 

Trays of 3 dozen assortment ð 

$10.00 
 

Just a reminder to those baking cookies,  

SMALL FAITH GROUPS 
New Small Faith Groups for Men Women begin the First Week of Advent 

 

Menôs Small Faith will meet at 6:00 a.m. on Tuesdays in the Annex. The first meeting will be December 2nd. 
 

Womenôs Small Faith will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the Rectory Meeting Room.   

                 The first meeting will be December 3rd. 
 

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join either of these groups.  There is no need to pre-register using a 

form.  You may call the number below or simply show up.  For more information, call Linda Scott at 412-793-9391. 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
Deadline is Sunday, December 14th 

 

 Those wishing to remember a loved one 

at Christmas, and to bring beauty to our 

church for Christmas, are reminded to find 

the Christmas Flower envelope in your 

church envelope packet now, as the due 

date is Sunday, Dec. 14.  
 

 

 Please PRINT  your belovedôs name clearly on the 

envelope. Please use one line per name.   

 Only the names of the deceased will be printed in the 

bulletin.  The special insert will appear in the December 

21st bulletin.  

 The average cost of each plant is $6.00.  This project 

helps subsidize the overall cost. 

CHOIR Rehearsals:  December schedule 

Praise Band:  
 Monday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

Bell Choir Rehearsals 
 Monday, December 1, 8, 15, 22 at 8:00 p.m. 

Cantors  
 Thursday, December 4, 11, 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

Adult Choir   

 Thursday, December 4, 11, 18 at  7:30 p.m. 

School Cantors    
 Thursday, December 4, 11, 18 at 3:00 p.m.  

Cherubs and Jr. Choir  
 Thursday, December 4, 11, 18  

 from 3:45-4:30 p.m.  
 

Anyone interested in joining any of these groups, please contact 

Amanda Kraeger at 412-793-1617 ext. 256  

email sjbmusicministry@comcast.net 

or simply show up a few minutes ahead of announced time. 

Next weekôs second collection:  

Capital Improvement 

Advent Wreaths and Candles 

Are available at the rectory 

$8.00 a set 

$4.00 for wreath/$4.00 for candles 



What a Great Raffleé. 
SJBS 8th Grade students are holding a raffle to help defray  

  costs for their 8th Grade Washington Trip.  For $2.00 

  a PINK ticket gives you a chance to win TWO  

  Penguin Tickets for December 11 OR a $2.00 Yellow 

ticket for team signed Pittsburgh Steelers football. 

Tickets are available at the school office.  GO PENS! 

DRAWING ON DECEMBER 3RD 

Understanding the  

Protection of All Godôs Children 
 

Always Keep an Up-to-Date Photo of Your Child 

 Picture this: A good photo could save a childôs life. 

One of the most important tools for law enforcement in 

the case of a missing child is an up-to 

date (take a new one every six months), 

good-quality photograph. The photograph 

should be a recent head-and-shoulders 

color photograph of the child in which the 

face is clearly seen. It should be of school

-portrait quality, and the background should be plain or 

solid so it does not distract from the subject. When 

possible, the photograph should be in a digitized form 

and available on a compact disk (CD), as opposed to just 

a hard copy. This minimizes the time necessary to scan, 

resize, and make color corrections before disseminating 

it to law enforcement. The photograph should have space 

for accurate, narrative description useful to identify the 

child, such as name, nickname, height, weight, sex, age, 

eye color, identifying marks, glasses, and braces. 
 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline 1-888-808-1235 
 

ALL MINISTERS OF OUR PARISH MUST 

PARTICIPATE IN A PROTECTING GODôS  

CHILDREN WORSHOP. 

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners from 

November 17th to November 23rd: 

Carol Getty #329, Michael Dominick #892, Sandy McArdle #447, 

Alex Vallas #480, Doris Neuman #596, Mike Kusserow #869, 

Unsold #809. 

St. John the Baptist School 
 

¶ Itôs back to school on Tuesday, December 2.  
 

¶ Mass for grades 5-8 at 9:00 a.m. 

 on Tuesday, December 2 
 

¶ Mass for grades 1-4 at 9:00a m.  

 on Wednesday, December 3. 
 

 

LUCKY LOTTERYCALENDAR  
ON SALE NOW! 

Winners are determined by the daily 

PA Lottery at 7:00 PM 

The calendar is good from January 1, 2009 

through December 31, 2009 

Donation is $25ð366 Chances to WIN! 

Calendars are on sale at the  

school and rectory. 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! 

All proceeds benefit the school. 

Preschool Parent Session  
Wednesday, December 3rd ñ 
Traditional òChristmas Craft Session.ó We 
will have a Christmas social following the 
craft session, Please bring a treat to 
share. Thank you.  

All are welcome!  

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS  
 

ALL NIGHT BOWLING -SYM 

Monday, December 1, 12:30am-4:30am 

$10 per person 

Nesbitôs Bowling Lanes 
 

SYM SUNDAY SESSIONS 

December 14 ð  opportunity for Reconciliation 

December 21 ð 7:30PM ð The Good, Bad, and Ugly of 

College Life 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING At SENECA PLACEJYM  

Friday, Dec. 19 

6:30pm-8pm 

Seneca Place Care Home-Meet at the Seneca 

Place at 6:30pm.  Families Welcome!  Please 

note the change of place.  Let's make the 

holidays special for others! 
 

 

  Do you have a loved one in the military serving 

oversees?  Youth Ministry will be creating 

care packages to send to our military.  Send in 

the addresses of your loved one to the rectory 

and we will make sure they get something 

special in the mail.  

St. Joseph High School Scholarship/placement test for current 

eighth grade students planning to attend St. Josephôs in the 2009-

2010 school year will take placed on Saturday, December 6 from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at the high school, 800 Montana Avenue, 

Natrona Heights.  Cal l  724-224-5552 or e-mai l 

sjhsisdn@salsgiver.com by December 2 to register for the test or to 

request additional information.  


