ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

“For my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples.” Is. 56:7

This passage from the prophet Isaiah was quoted by
Jesus as recorded by all the evangelists (see Matthew
21:13, Mark 11:15, Luke 19:45, John 2:13) as Jesus
cleansed the temple, driving out money changers and
those selling animals or doves as offerings. In the
synoptic accounts the phrase “but you are making it a den
of thieves.” was also included to show the sharp contrast
between what the temple was to be and what the temple
had become.

I won’t compare what is done in church to anything
comparable to what Jesus experienced in the temple. |
won’t say we have people short-changing others, and we
don’t have much in the line of selling items at the doors
after masses. This we try to control well.

Ours may be as worse however, since we often fail to
see the house of God as a house of prayer.

Last week I mentioned a few times when the noise
level in the church strongly indicated that we have lost our
perspective of what proper decorum in a church — before
the Blessed Sacrament — should be — before and after
any activity in the church proper.

It happened again this week when Fr. Bill was
attempting to begin the sacrament of the anointing of the
sick and couldn’t due to the extremely loud noise. Twice,
even while using a microphone, people could not hear me
or Fr. Bill call for a toning down of the volume of
conversation.

As pastor, and the one most responsible for assuring
that dignity and respect are given the Blessed Sacrament, 1
am making it clear:

THE CHURCH IS NOT THE
PLACE FOR LOUD,
BOISTEROUS, FRIVLOUS
CONVERSATIONS THAT HAVE
NOTHING TO DO WITH OUR
FAITH EXPERIENCE.

Social conversations should be held in the narthex, the
annex or outside. And even in the narthex, it should never
get as loud as it has been recently.

In places where the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
— the reserved Eucharist — the Body of Christ — is not
reserved, this practice may be acceptable. Even there, you
won’t hear this loud of noise in places like the Benedum
or Heinz Hall. You won’t hear noise this loud at a
banquet.

As Catholics, we are taught the importance of the
Eucharist, and our proper behavior when in the presence

of the Eucharist. This will be maintained at St. John the
Baptist Parish.

I will stand firm in having the need for our people
show proper decorum while in church. I will expect adults
to show the children how to properly behave while in
church. I stand with the support of many (if not most) of
our parishioners who attend mass weekly. I know this will
offend others. I would hope that a greater appreciation of
the Eucharist will be gained. That will require a desire of
each individual.

In the coming weeks we will have pre-school and
school graduations take place in the church. These are not
exceptions for boisterous conversation, and do not remove
the obligation of proper behavior. Social time should take
place before entering or after leaving the church.

The Sacred Heart Grotto is
completed. We’ll have the
blessing and dedication next
Sunday afternoon (June 1) |
immediately following the | 3 |
12:00 Noon Mass. Please plan { ‘ci
to join us. It should only be i I
approximately 15 well-spent minutes.

Miracles are taking place through the mere presence
of this statue inviting those on the road to come in and join
us. It says we’re focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. It says, welcome, I’ve been waiting for you.

The entire project was funded by donations.

When the shrubbery fills in and heightens it will be a
very secluded place of prayer, yet open enough for a sense
of security.

As with many special devotions, certain guides are
given for the faithful. These are good, but do not require
strict adherence. We can have great devotion to the
Sacred Heart without fulfilling all the prescriptions. In the
Sacred Heart of Jesus we have enfleshed the fullness of
the heart of God — perfected love in perfect union.

Next week we’ll provide prayers to, and greater
understanding of, the Sacred Heart.

Congratulations and many prayers go to Tim Noca
and Jack Patnik who were received as Aspirants into the
first year discernment program which prepares them for
the four-year-diaconate program. The welcome came
during a special mass Tuesday night at St. Paul Seminary.

We have three men — and their families — to keep in
prayer as they continue to grow and prepare for being
ordained as deacons for the Church of Pittsburgh. Joe
Vannucci continues his preparation with the class of 2011.

Twenty-nine men are part of this class that will be
ordained in 2013.

Love and prayers,

Fr. Tom



All Day Adoration

Celebrating the
FEAST OF THE
BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST
All are strongly encouraged to develop a greater
awareness of our identity as a Eucharistic people — a

community whose faith, and life in union with God — is
founded on our belief and understanding of the Eucharist
being the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior.

Without a solid grasp of what the Eucharist means for us,
we are left to question the full depth of Christ’s suffering and
death, and then, ultimately, his resurrection.

Eucharistic Adoration Suggested Schedule
1:00-2:00PM — T,U,V,W . XY,Z
2:00-3:00PM — A,B,C,D
3:00-4:00PM — E,F,G,H
4:00-5:00PM — LJ,K,L
5:00-6:00PM — M,N,O.P
6:00-7:00PM — Q,R,S
7:00PM — Vespers

and Benediction <
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Please join us for Vespers and benediction at 7:00 p.m.

Offertory Report

DATE: MAY 18, 2008

Sunday collection $11,572
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-1,190

Catholic Relief Services $ 4,541

Second Collection
Capital Improvement, May 31/June 1

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

ChMay Rasary devotion A

Quring the month of May, the Rosary @
Qbacicty will pray the rosary following the 9.00 a.m )
weckday  masses, CMonday  through  Oddaturday "'il

Rlease join us for CMess and rosary when pou are
able.

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
MEETING—MAY 29

St. John’s Social Concern’s group will meet at 2:00 pm in
the Rectory Meeting Room on Thursday, May 29, 2008. The
life and dignity of the human person is the underlying study
pursued by this committee. In the near future, we will be
mapping out a way for all of us, as a parish to recognize the
necessity of grounding our efforts in the context of faith and
the development of a spirituality of justice. The work of this
committee is to encourage parishioners to unite one’s self with
the Church’s social mission and ultimately to bring about a
more just and peaceful world in and through Jesus Christ, the
Son of God and our brother. If you are interested in joining
this group, please come.
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L:‘ The Rectory Office will be closed on

Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th.

Vocation Committee Meeting
The Vocation Committee will meet on Tuesday,
May 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the annex. Anyone who would
like to help the committee inform the parish and
community on the importance of Vocations in the
church and in our lives, are welcome to attend the
meeting.

Readings for the Week of May 25
Sunday: Dt 8:2-3,14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58
Monday: 1 Pt 1:3-9/Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: 1 Pt 1:10-16/Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: 1 Pt 1:18-25/Mk 10:32-45
Thursday: 1 Pt 2:2-5,9-12/Mk 10:46-52
Friday: Dt 7:6-11/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 11:25-30
Saturday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Lk 1:39-56
Next Sunday:Dt 11:18,26-28,32/Rom 3:21-25,28/Mt 7:21-27

Sunday, May 25, 2008
10:00 a.m. Fellowship - annex
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
1:00 p.m. All Day Adoration
7:00 p.m. Vespers
Monday, May 26
7:00 p.m. Praise Band - church
Tuesday, May 27
9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
12:00 p.m. Eighth Grade Luncheon - annex
7:00 p.m. SJBS Band Concert - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Vocations Committee - annex
Wednesday, May 28
12:00 p.m. Ladies of Charity Luncheon - RMR
Thursday, May 29
2:00 p.m. Social Concerns - RMR
7:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School - annex
Friday, May 30
Saturday, May 31
7:00 p.m. SJB Graduation Dance - cafeteria
Diaper Drive Ends today
Sunday, June 1
10:00 a.m. Baccalaureate Breakfast - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Vespers




Please sign-up for All Night Adoration from Friday,
June 6th to Saturday, June 7th. Sign-up sheets will
be available at all church entrances next weekend.
Thank you.

Understanding the

Protection of All God’s Children

An insert offered from the Diocese of Pittsburgh will be
included in the weekly bulletin for the education of all adults
concerning child abuse and the responsibilities we have in
Protecting all God’s Children. Please take the time to read this
each week.

The Prevalence of Abuse in Society
In surveys of adults, one out of five women and one
out of ten men reported that they were

sexually molested before they were 18 years

old. This means that an estimated 40 million

adult survivors of child sexual abuse are

living in the United States today. An

estimated 9.6% of all school children will be

molested by an educator or an employee of a school
between kindergarten and 12th grade. Between 13 and
34% of all females will be victims of sexual assault before
the age of 18, and 7 to 16% of all males will also be
victimized before they are 18.

—Source: D. Finkelhor, “Current Information on the Scope and Nature
of Child Sexual Abuse,” The Future of Children 2 (1994)

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline
1-888-808-1235

Protecting God’s Children Workshops
Our Lady of Joy Parish on the following dates all at 7:00
p.m.: Wednesday, May 28th, Thursday, June 26th and
Wednesday, August 27th. Call Greg Callaghan at 795-
3388.

St. Bernadette on Saturday, May 31st at 10 a.m. Call
Marlene Kopper at 412-373-1797.

North American Martyrs will also have workshops at
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, Wednesday, June 11
and Tuesday, August 12. Please call Donna Lew-Buechel,
Director of Religious Education to register at 412-349-
0942.

All volunteers and teachers who work with children must
attend this workshop. If you are considering teaching CCD
in the fall, please consider taking this course now.

PET EXERCISERS

Spring and summer months bring out people
getting exercise, or giving exercise to their
pets. Please be mindful that dog owners are
responsible for cleaning up after their pets.
The grounds are used by children and need
to be kept healthy . Thanks!

Ladies of Charity Luncheon

We will meet on Wednesday, May 28th at Noon

Q? for a last spring meeting luncheon in the rectory

meeting room. All members are asked to bring a

covered dish. The next LOC meeting will be in

September on a new day—Thursday.

Anyone who is interested in joining Ladies of

Charity and would like to get to know a little more about us,
please come to the luncheon.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

CAREGIVERS ARE PEOPLE WHO...

Share the responsibility for parents with siblings
Telephone an elderly loved one on a regular basis
Care for a child with a disability

Have an elderly loved one staying in your home
Have a loved one in assisted living, personal care
home or a skilled facility

Provide regular transportation for an elderly person
Assist with meals or housekeeping chores for a
neighbor, friend or relative

8. Being an occasional companion for an elderly person
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If any of these statements are true for you, you’re invited to
attend a free PAMPERING SESSION at Plum Senior
Community Center on June 12, 2008 at 6:00pm. You are
requested to RSVP 412 795 2330 or 412 606 4373.

Commupnities of Salt and Light Reflections on the Social
Mission of the Parish

“Our parish communities are measured by how they serve
“the least of these” in our parish and beyond
its boundaries—the hungry, the homeless,
the sick, those in prison, the stranger
(ctMt25:31). Our local families of faith are f
called to ‘hunger and thirst for justice’ and to =
be ‘peacemakers’ in our own communities
(cf.Mt5:6,9)”
(U.S. catholic bishops, Communities of Salt and Light).

Respect Life Committee Diaper Drive

Will End on June 1.
25

A pack-n-play is set up in the vestibule of the
church for diapers/baby items that will benefit
Catholic Charities and Birthright. Please bring yourw
contributions no later than June 1st. Thank you.

If you wish to see God working in your life,
get out of His way! Dedicate every skill you have
to putting God first instead of you.

Then when He is in front and has a clear view,
you’ll be amazed at the work
He can do through you,
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ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS
Don’t forget to respond to the 15th Annual g
Baccalaureate Mass and Brunch. Did you & |
receive your invitation for the 2008 Graduation
Mass and Brunch on June 1st? If not, please contact the
rectory at 412-793-4511 or email sjbyouth@comcast.net
with your name and address.

Help is needed in the kitchen for the Graduation
Brunch on Sunday, June Ist from 8am-11am. If you
are willing and able, please contact Christie Smith at
412-793-1617x261 or email sjbyouth@comcast.net.

SJB SCHOOL NEWS
e KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
IS AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL
HOURS, DAILY FROM 9:00A.M.TO
3:00 P.M.
- NO School, Monday, May 26th-Memorial
=" Day

e Tuesday, May 27th, 8th Grade Luncheon at Noon in
the annex.

)

e Tuesday, May 27th, Band Concert at
7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

&6

e Wednesday, May 28th, 8th Graders leave for
Baltimore

e Wednesday, May 28th, Kindergarten
Field trip to Triple B Farm.

e Friday, May 30th, 1st Grade Field trip to Children’s

Museum
e Saturday, May 3lst at 7:00 p.m. %

Graduation Dance in the cafeteria.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Senior Youth
THE SUMMER SENIOR YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR IS
COMPLETE! If you did not receive one in the mail please email
Christy at sjbyouth@comcast.net

Anyone entering 9th grade next year through graduating Seniors

are welcome to attend! Join the fun!

LOCK-IN

Monday, June 16 to Tuesday, June 17— 9pm-6am
School Cafeteria—Free

Bring your friends, a sleeping bag, pillow, group
games and a snack

CEDAR POINT

Tuesday, June 24—>5:15am-Midnight

Leave SJB by Coach Bus, travel to Cedar Point, enjoy park all day,
leave Cedar Point at 9pm for Pittsburgh

$60 per person + bring money for your meals

THERE IS ROOM ON THE BUS. GET YOUR PERMISSION
FORMS IN TODAYD!!

FEAR FACTOR
Monday, June 30—7:30-9pm
Annex and grounds — Free

FESTIVAL SET-UP
Monday, July 7—7:30-9pm—Grounds

FESTIVAL PRIZE RUNNERS
Wednesday, July 9-12—WOO HOO!!!

Junior Youth
JUNIOR YOUTH MINISTRY SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR

FEAR FACTOR
Wednesday, June 18
7:30-9pm — Church Grounds
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WILLOW'S MINI GOLF

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners
from May 12th to May 18th:

Carmen Grande #452, Rose Dent #487, Dorothea
Lombardo #368, Bob Landis #745, Geraldine Crowley
#086, Unsold #117, Justin Cipa #823.

Saint John the Baptist

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

Monday through Friday

In the Preschool Building
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We gre accepting applications for the fall, 2008 program

for children 3-5 years of 3ge. For more information,
please call Anna Mae Newmaster, Preschool Director at

412-795-2180 or 412-795-5150.
Scholarships are available.
Why not give your child 3 head start with an early

Christian childhood education at St. John's Preschool?

Wednesday, June 25
7:30-8:30pm
Willow's MiniGolf—Meet there

VIDEO SCAVENGER HUNT
Wednesday, July 2nd

6:30-9pm

Annex and Surrounding Areas

Adult drivers and video cameras needed

FESTIVAL SET UP
Monday, July 7 —7:00-9pm
Church Grounds

FESTIVAL PRIZE RUNNERS
Wednesday, July 9-12
6pm meet in annex hallway

Christie Smith

Youth Minister

St. John the Baptist Parish
444 St. John Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15239
(412)793-1617x261



H Mass Intentions ”

SUNDAY - Most Holy Body and Blood or Christ (05/25)

5:00 p.m. John Namachar (Namachar Family)
Interpreted Mass
7:30 a.m. For the Living and Deceased of the Parish
9:00 a.m. Deceased of the Valent Konecsni Family
(Pauline and Ed Holodnik)
10:30 a.m. 55th Wedding Anniversary of John and Clair Kleckner
(Children)
12:00 p.m. Albert Gentile (wife, Cil, daughters, Carol and Marcie)
1:00 p.m. All Day Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p.m. Vespers
MONDAY - Philip Neri, priest
9:00 a.m. Maria and Michael Varlotta
(daughter, Rose and Family)
Memorial Day
TUESDAY - Augustine of Canterbury
7:00 a.m. Eric Volzer (Family)
9:00 a.m. John Sopcak (wife, Helen and Children)
WEDNESDAY - Weekday
7:00 a.m. Bill Patellos (Katherine Stanko)
9:00 a.m. Stephen and Helen Gazdacko
(John and Linda Gazdacko)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Weekday

(05/26)

(05/27)

(05/28)

(05/29)

7:00 a.m. Alexis Dickinson (Gonzales Family)
9:00 a.m. Leislotte and Raymond R. Kennedy
(Grace and Rosemary)
FRIDAY - Most Sacred Hear of Jesus (05/30)
7:00 a.m. Mariano Greco (Veteran Affairs Health Care System)
9:00 a.m. Billy Jean Dowdell

(Charles and Anna Marie Schollaert and Family)
SATURDAY - Visitation of the Virgin Mary (05/31)

9:00 a.m. Angeline Hromyak (Husband and Daughters)

9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

3:00 p.m. Stephanie Coombs and Colby Schaeffer, nuptials

SUNDAY - Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (06/01)

5:00 p.m. Mary O’Block (husband, Paul and Family)

7:30 a.m. Leona Miller (Mary, Martha and Lazarus)

9:00 a.m. For the Living and Deceased Members of the Parish
10:30 a.m. Irwin and Dorothy Stoecklein (Family)
12:00 p.m. John E. Diroll (Weick Family)

7:00 p.m. Vespers

Prayer on Memorial Day
Lord Jesus Christ, today
A / we honor the memory of
= ~ those men and women who
have given their lives for
their compatriots in the
cause of freedom.
They have worked,
fought and died for the
heritage of freedom, brotherhood and
honor that they have passed on to us.

Help us to recall that you yourself
gave up your life for all human beings in
the cause of true freedom, to save us
from self-love and sin.

Teach us the true meaning of peace
and freedom, that the real battle must
always take place in ourselves before it
will be won in families and nations.

Teach us to pray daily for peace and
freedom for the whole world. Amen.

Mount Carmel Cemetery in Verona will have a
Memorial Day service on Monday, May 26th at 9:30
a.m. Refreshments will be served after the service.

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum Borough,
Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron Saint
John the Baptist who led others to Christ. We are committed to
keeping our faith alive and growing through prayer, sacraments,
faith formation and service. Through evangelization and
stewardship we encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by strengthening
the faith of our parishioners while reaching out to all God’s
people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for our Seminarians

Charles M. Scheerbaum and Michael S. Sedor
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Boland Family in prayer this
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their g
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week [
of 2008! Thank you for your support of
Religious Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in
the fall for scheduling the cross in 2009.

Prayer for Vocations

Loving God, you have blessed me with many gifts

and talents, fill me with your grace that I may know
how to use them for the glory of our name. Jesus call,
“Come follow me.” I want to follow him and be faithful
to my call. Help me to see in myself what you see and
give me the courage to follow wherever you may lead.
Bless the Church of Pittsburgh with giving hearts to
serve your people and spread you Word whether as a
priest, religious or lay minister. We ask this in Jesus
name. Amen.




MOST HOLY BOY AND BLOOD OFCHRIST

MAY 25, 2008

Being His Body and Blood

On this the feast of the Body and Blood, we are
reminded that the Eucharist is the center of our lives, not
just our Sunday celebration. Remember, the gospel says,
that whoever eats the flesh and
drinks the blood of the Lord Jesus
has eternal life > The thanksgiving
that we celebrate in the eternal gift
of the Eucharist _G® & should spill over
into every ,’?f moment of our
lives. Daily we are sent forth to
be the body and blood of Christ in our homes, our work
places, our country and our world. Let us pray today and
everyday that we help to fulfill Christ’s mission in the
world, carrying his sacrifice and sacrament to those who
are lost.

Events Elsewhere

Holy Martyrs Parish in Tarentum extends an invitation
to anyone who would like to join them in making a
Corpus Christi Sawdust Carpet on Sunday, May 25th
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please go to their website for
more information holymartyrs.parish@verizon.net.

Tom Chapin and Friends in Concert . The
extraordinary popular singer will present two shows to
benefit The Celebration of Life, a new nonprofit
charitable organization serving adults with physical and
cognitive disabilities (www.thecelebrationoflife.net). A
Family concert on June 14th at 3:00 p.m. at Gateway High
School, Monroeville and a Gala Dinner and concert at
7:00 p.m. at the Paradiso Ristorante in Pittsburgh. For
ticket information/reservations call 412-513-6438.

Word of God Parish Festival will begin on Sunday, June
8th with a Slovak dinner held in St. Barnabas’ Church hall
at 2540 Woodstock Avenue, Swissvale from 9:30 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m. The annual Parish Festival will be held
from Wednesday, June 11 to June 14. Games food,
raffles, bingo, entertainment, flea market, and more!
Italian dinner on Saturday, June 14 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
in the school cafeteria. For more information, call 412-
241-1372.

The Federation of East European Family History
Societies is pleased to announce its 2008 Annual
Conference, August 1-3 at the Pittsburgh Airport Marriott
Hotel. Friday morning Plenary Session: Dr. Stephen P.
Morse, Creator of the “One-Step Web Pages”; Saturday
evening banquet. Joseph Bielecki, “Don’t Stop for Red
Lights: The story of the Creation of the Nationality
Rooms at the University of Pittsburgh Cathedral of
Learning”; Sunday, August 3 Optional tour The Rivers of
Steel “Babushkas and Hard Hats Tour.” To register go to
www.feeths.org.

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:
Alan, Jessica, Rileigh, Cameron and Andrew Kitchener

Baptism
We welcome into our faith community with great joy the
newly baptized: Abigail Jolene Bollinger. May God send his peace
upon you and your loved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Weddings
111 Stephanie Coombs and Colby Schaeffer

Congratulations
Congratulations and best wishes to John and Claire Kleckner
who are celebrating their 55th Wedding Anniversary today. May
God'’s blessings be upon you.

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially Stephen A. Kocis who died on May 14th, Joan Sarkozi,
mother of Miklos Sarkozi, who died on May 14th.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth
(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman,
Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkush, Sr. Janet,
Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard
Novotny, James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins,
Marie Sevcik, Matt Drop, Maxine Drop, Matilda Contreras.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Albert Gentile
requested by
wife, Cil and daughters, Carol and Marci

/owa/?}(/ Fun Facts
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