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Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 He used the phrase — not once, but often.  I felt like I 
was back home. 
 “You see here many people with faith on fire,” said 
Bishop Zubik as he addressed people from across the 
diocese at St. Paul Cathedral.  They were there for the Rite 
of Election and for support of ongoing conversion.  They 
were preparing for baptism, and for the 
sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist.  
They were sponsors, family members and 
friends, catechists, and Catholics supporting 
the universal Church. 
 Bishop Zubik spoke about “becoming 
on fire for your faith.”  In his opening remarks he 
proclaimed with great enthusiasm,  “Who said it’s not 

working?  Your presence here says that many people are 

becoming on fire for their faith.” 
 Bishop Zubik acknowledges the preparation done by the 
unbaptized throughout the year, and now accepts them as 
‘Elect’, given permission to make final preparations for the 
sacraments of baptism, confirmation and Eucharist at the 

Easter Vigil.  On the recommendation of 
their sponsors and catechists the bishop, 
who is responsible for the sacramental life 
of the diocese, includes them among the 
’chosen’, called by God. 
 He also provides guidance and 
encouragement for those candidates who 

seek union in the Catholic Church by a profession of faith, 
and then completion of initiation through the sacraments of 
confirmation and Eucharist. 
 “Faith on Fire” was evident in the ‘Elect’ and the 
candidates, as it was in the words delivered to all present. 
 The whole rite will be repeated today for the other half 
of the diocesan parishes.   
 I saw that many of them preparing for sacramental life, 
being greeted by Bishop Zubik, were teenagers and young 

adults.  They speak to all of us who were baptized as infants 
into the Catholic faith.  We take so much for granted.  These 
people in particular grabbed my attention as they are making 
this radical decision when the lifestyle of their age and 

peers do not necessarily compliment the faith they are 
planning to live.  Talk about a hard choice.  

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 As our eighth grade students prepare to confirm their 
faith sacramentally, I wonder how strong is 
the inner conviction of the heart.  Is it being 
done simply because they are in eighth grade?  
Or are they really taking everything into 
account concerning the living out of faith. 
 For some of our students I know there is 
sincerity of heart.  For others, I know they 
only want to say they are confirmed.  In both cases it is 
demonstrated in their study, their demeanor in class and 
during service projects, and, their attendance or lack of 
attendance with the faith community Saturday evening or 
Sunday morning. 
 Some will be presented to the bishop for sacramental 

reception.  Some will not.  The age of the individual is not 
the measuring stick used to determine the readiness of the 
individual.  There has to be fire in the heart if there is to be 
fire being lived.   

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 What this means is that a sacrament will not be provided 
simply because a person is a certain age.  Proper preparation 

for the reception of any sacrament is required according to 
the diocesan guidelines.  This will hold equally true for 
younger children in second grade. It falls on the parents to 
assure lessons are re-enforced in the home, attendance at 
weekend mass is maintained, and prayers are learned. 
 Having “Faith on Fire” says we want these things for 
ourselves and our children. If we truly want what is best for 
our children, here it is in the gift of life. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
TO CHANGE THE SUBJECT 

 The wind last weekend was miserable.  We knew it was 
coming and that it was to be strong.   
 I know the Abitibi company that 
collects the recyclable paper does not 
always meet up with its agreement.  The 
bins fill up quickly here.   
 Our habit is to leave papers sit outside 
the bins.  This is not good when it is windy!  It was not good 
last weekend! Needless to say, paper was blowing from 
Miller’s Lane to ???? 
 PLEASE — if the bins are full, please hold the papers in 
your trunk.  Sometimes it takes us three phone calls to get the 
company out to empty the bins.  So, unless they claim a truck 
broken down, they will be here within the week. 
 I don’t want a wall of green and yellow bins defining the 
parking lot.  So we’re doing what we’ve done before — trying 
to get a more regular pickup.  Until then, please help us. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
  You heard it first here.  It may snow on Easter, or… 
         Love and prayers, 
          Fr. Tom 

MASS SCHEDULE REDUCTION 

COMMITTEE MEETING RESET 
 We took the side of caution Tuesday when 
the snow storm and the uncertainty of the 
weather played havoc with everything 
scheduled.  Better that everyone remained healthy than 
to have someone fall and get hurt.  If you cannot make 
our next meeting, please submit your recommendations. 

We’ve rescheduled our meeting for  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19,  

at 7:00PM in the PARISH MEETING ROOM.  



 

 

Sunday, February 17 

 9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  RMR 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  church 
 4:00 p.m. YM/St. Ferdinand Dinner  -  cafeteria 
  7:30 p.m. Living Stations  -  church 
 7:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry  -  church 

Monday, February 18 

 5:00 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:00 p.m. Altar Server training  -  church 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 7:00 p.m. Praise Band  -  church 
 8:00 p.m. Bell Choir  -  church 

Tuesday, February 19 

 9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 1:00 p.m. Staff meeting  -  RMR 
 4:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 7:00 p.m. J.O.B.  -  annex 

Wednesday, February 20 

 9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents  -  annex 
 9:00 a.m. PTG  -  RMR 
 12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents  -  annex  
 3:00 p.m. Altar Server training  -  church 
 7:00 p.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  chapel 
 7:00 p.m. First Reconciliation  -  church 
 7:30 p.m. Young Adult Scripture Study  -  convent  

Thursday, February 21 

 3:00 p.m. SJBS Cantors  -  church 
 3:45 p.m. Jr. Choir  -  church 
 6:00 p.m. Scouts  -  annex 
 6:30 p.m. Webelos  -  cafeteria 
 7:00 p.m. First Reconciliation  -  church 
 7:30 p.m. Choir  -  annex 
 7:45 p.m. Scouts  -  cafeteria 

Friday, February 22 

 2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross  -  church 
 4:30 p.m. Brownies  -  cafeteria 
 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross  -  church 

Saturday, February 23 

 12:30 a.m. JYM All Night Bowling 
 7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship  -  annex 
 9:00 a.m. Market Day Pick-up  -  cafeteria 

Sunday, February 24 

 9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  RMR 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex classroom 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship  -  annex 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 
 7:30 p.m.  SYM  -  convent 

Offertory Report  
DATE:  FEBRUARY 10, 2008 

 

   Sunday collection   $12,076 
   Needed for Budget   $12,762 
   Over/Under               $ -686 

 

Second Collection Next Weekend 
February 23/24 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
 

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners 

Readings for the Week of February 17 
Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10,16-20/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15,18-20/Lk 15:1-3,11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2,5-8/Jn 4:5-42  

Lenten Vespers 
For all the remaining Sundays of Lent  

7:00 p.m. in the church. 
This is one of those times when we think we’re giving 
to God in our praise and thanksgiving.  We are really 

receiving so much more.  Ending the Lord’s day with God helps 
us to take God into the week ahead. 

 

Stations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the Cross    
Friday  Friday  Friday  Friday  ————  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM    

in the churchin the churchin the churchin the church 

STAFF MEETING 

Tuesday, February 19, 2008 

The staff will be out of their offices between 

1:00-3:00PM for the monthly meeting. 

  

TONIGHT 
February 17 

               7:30PM 
 
Presented by the St. Ferdinand Youth Ministry 
 

 This is the 25th year for the senior high school students to 
provide this powerful meditation to parishes throughout the 
diocese.  Full costume, lighting, and makeup 
are used in this presentation of Jesus’ passion 
and death. There are 70 students and 20 
adults involved in each night’s presentation. 
 

 This is an excellent experience for adults, 
teens, and school children.  Parents of younger 
children need to know that this is presented in 
a darkened church and appropriate silence 
needs to be maintained.  The cry room will be 
available, but lights must remain off at all times. 
 

 Members of all Christian faith expressions will appreciate 
this prayerful experience. 
 

 There is no fee.  To offset the $800 nightly budget, a free-
will offering will be taken at the doors at the conclusion of 
Living Stations. 



Did Ya Know?  
 Bewildered Bonnie asks:Dear Abbot and Abbess,    Is it 

really a "sin" not to fast and abstain during Lent?   
 

Dear Bewildered,     
 Thank you for your excellent question. First, let us remind 

you that the Church declares each Friday 
during Lent as days of abstinence from meat 
and Ash Wednesday and Good Friday as days 
of both fasting and abstinence. Depending 

upon ones age, health and other 

circumstances where it may not be possible 

to fast or obstain, all Catholics are to 

participate in this Lenten discipline. Before 
we answer your question as to whether it is a sin not to fast and 
abstain during Lent we must address the authority by which 
the Catholic Church declares such disciplines and the 
reasoning.    Before and during the time of Christ, the Jewish 
religious leaders had the authority to "bind and loose" which is 
a rabbinical term for "forbidding and permitting." In part, this 
authority included the ability to declare periods of fasting 
which was binding upon all the people. In fact, Jesus addressed 
the abuse of this authority to bind and loose by the religious 
leaders in Matthew 23:1-4. However, while Jesus did condemn 
the abuse of such authority, He did not condemn the authority 
to bind and loose. In fact, Jesus gave this same authority, first 
to Saint Peter individually, (Matthew 16:19) and then to the 
other apostles. (Matthew 18:18)  As such, Jesus gave to His 
Church the authority to bind and loose and from the beginning 
the Catholic Church has always declared periods of fasting. 
The reasoning in declaring such disciplines to be observed by 
all is that the Church is not merely a conglomerate of 
individuals but one body in Christ and one family of God. As 
such, we fast and abstain together so that we may together 
grow in faith and holiness.    So, is it a sin not to fast and 
abstain during Lent? If a Catholic accidentally eats meat or 
innocently forgets to abstain or fast then there is no sin as one 
did not do so deliberately or out of malice. However, if a 
Catholic refuses to observe days of fasting and abstinence, 
then this is indeed a very serious sin as it is a refusal to submit 
to the authority of the Catholic Church which is a refusal to 
submit to Christ since it is He who gives His Church the 
authority to bind and loose. If you have any questions for the 
Abbot  and Abbess  send them via  emai l , 
stjohnthebaptistparish@comcast.net, drop them in the 
collection basket or bring them to the rectory.   

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
(a statement from the 

United States Catholic Bishops) 

 

 IN THIS ELECTION YEAR, 

we are asked who has a place at 

the table of life in our nation and 

around the world. Where is the 
place at the table for children destroyed before they 

are born; for the hungry and those who lack health 

care; for families who need decent work, wages, 

education, and hopes for the future? How can the 

poor and vulnerable have a real place at the table 

where policies and priorities are set? For Catholics, a 

special table—an altar—is where we find the 

direction to use our voices and votes to defend life, 

advance justice, pursue peace, and find a place at the 

table for all God’s children. 

 

 We need a new kind of politics—focused on 

moral principles, not on polls; on the needs of the 

vulnerable, not the contributions of the powerful; 

and on the pursuit of the common good, not the 

demands of special interests. Some Catholics may 

feel politically homeless, sensing that no political 

party and too few candidates share a consistent 

concern for human life and dignity. However, this 

is no time for retreat or discouragement. We need 

more, not less engagement in political life. 

 

 The role of the Catholic voter is of vital 
importance. As we anticipate the presidential election, 
St. John’s Parish Social Ministry office will have 
voter registration forms available before the Primary 
Election on April 22, 2008. The last day to register 

before the primary is March 24, 2008. Last day to 

apply for civilian absentee ballot is April 15, 2008. 

 

FIND VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS AND 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS ON TABLES  

AT THE EXITS OF CHURCH 

THE WEEKEND OF MARCH 8,9, 2008 
 

The Pennsylvania Primary is Tuesday, April 22. 

YOUNG ADULT LENTEN FAITH SHARING 
Wednesday Nights of Lent 
7:30-9pm  —  Convent 

Young Men and Women ages 18-40, 

married or single are invited to attend. 

Come and share your faith with others. 

For more info email sjbyouth@comcast.net 
PLEASE JOIN US! 

ONE-DAY PRE-CANA PROGRAM 
 St. John the Baptist will be conducting a One-
Day Pre-Cana Program on Saturday, April 26th 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. This program meets all 
Diocesan requirements for engaged couples. Any 
couple wishing further information or who would 
like to register can do so by calling Mrs. Tarr at 412-795-
6376. Registration is a must. 



    

SJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWS    
    

• School Registration:  It’s ongoing!  
You can call the school office (412-793-0555) or stop 
in to receive information concerning St. John the 
Baptist School, or to register now.  Office hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

 
• No School on Monday, February 18th, Presidents Day 
 
• 7th/8th Grade Ski trip is on Thursday,  February 21st. 
 
• Market Day pick-up on Saturday, February 23 from 

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners: 

From February 4th to February 10th 

Unsold #366, Alec Cirigliano #754, Maria Palombo-Aiello 
#750, Nick DiDomenico #427, JoAnn Wayner #540, Danielle 
Lordi #237, Kevin Krapf #617. 
 

Calendars are available at school and at the rectory. 

The calendar is good  for 10 more months! 

NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
 

 Thanks to all the students who expressed interest 
in becoming altar servers.  You may attend either the 
afternoon or evening training sessions that have been 
scheduled.   Please mark your calendars now with 
these important dates and times.   
 The after school training sessions will be on the 

following Wednesdays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.: 

   February 20  
   February 27  
   March5  
   March 26 
   April 2   
   April 9 
 The evening sessions will be on the following 

Mondays (please note the time change for the last 

three practices.)   

   February 18, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
   March 3, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
   March 24, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
   March 31, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
   April 7, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
   April 14, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 Experienced servers are needed to assist in 
training the incoming servers.  Please contact Mr. 
Vannucci at (412) 795-5294 or jvannuc@comcast.net 
if you are willing to help.   

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Senior Youth 
COME AND COOK DINNER today for our friends from 
St. Ferdinand's who are performing living stations this 
evening at 7:30pm. Meet in the cafeteria at 4pm. After 
dinner, we will go together to living stations. Please plan on 
coming and helping. Parent help is also needed. 

 

LIVING STATIONS 

This Evening, Sunday February 17th 
7:30pm 
In the church — Meet in the cafeteria at 4pm! 
 

"Change Our Hearts" 

Next Session — Sunday, February 24th 
7:30-9pm  —  Youth Room 
Youth in 9th-12th Grade 
 
 

Junior Youth 
ALL NIGHT BOWLING 

February 23-Friday Night/Saturday Morning 
12:30am-4:30am  —  Nesbit's 
$10 per person includes unlimited bowling, 
shoes, pizza, drinks and snacks. 

Print out a permission form at 
www.stjohnthebaptistiparish.net/youth and bring it with you 
to all-night bowling along with your $10(cash please). 
 
Coming this spring: Soup Kitchen Service, Indoor Rock 
Climbing, Game Night and more. Details will be finalized 
this week. Watch the bulletin and your school/CCD folders 
for more details! 

Good Job! 
 Congratulations to the following students at 
Central Catholic High School who achieved 
Honor Roll status for the first semester. 
 High Honors: Christopher Hanno, Benjamin 
Nuttle, Michael Nuttle and Benjamin Tyke. 
 Honors: Kevin Kirschbaum, Peter Mudar III 
and Jonathan Nuttle. 
 
 

Financial Aid Available 

For St. Joseph High School 
 St. Joseph High School announces that the Student Aid 
Application Forms and the Admission Application Forms 
for the 2008-09 school year are now available at the school 
office. Deadline for filing for financial aid is March 15. Call 
724-224-5552 for additional information. 

Pray for VocationsPray for VocationsPray for VocationsPray for Vocations    



 

 

 

 

SUNDAY - Second Sunday of Lent                            (02/17) 

 5:00 p.m. John Maliski (wife, Shirley) 
 7:30 a.m. Amy L. Ashley (Family) 
 9:00 a.m. Dorothy Fowkes (Don and Pat Keefer) 
 10:30 a.m. Thomas McBride (Jenny Molcsan) 
 12:00 p.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish 
 7:00 p.m. Living Stations 

MONDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/18) 

 7:00 a.m. Rita Matter (Don Phillips) 
 9:00 a.m. Spiritual/ Temporal Welfare of 
   Frances Capozzi and Alvin (Joseph A. Nese) 

TUESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/19) 

 7:00 a.m. John R. Mattia (Angela Kay) 
 9:00 a.m. Grace Cusumano (Joe and Vicky Kotvas) 

WEDNESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/20) 

 7:00 a.m. Ruth O’Leary (Karen Heiser) 
 9:00 a.m. Avilla Guntz (husband, Bill) 
 9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

THURSDAY - Peter Damian, bishop/doctor (02/21) 

 7:00 a.m. Alice Mitchell (Fran Balenciaga) 
 9:00 a.m. Frank J. Rosa (Gary and Rina DiFrank) 

FRIDAY - Chair of Peter, apostle (02/22) 

 7:00 a.m. Helen Sember (Steve Shemancik) 
 9:00 a.m. Patricia Ruane (Bob and Char Collins) 
 2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
SATURDAY - Polycarp, bishop/martyr (02/23) 
 9:00 a.m. Walter and Rose Haluck (Walt and Mary Haluck) 
 9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

SUNDAY - Third Sunday of Lent (02/24) 

 5:00 p.m. Percy and Ida Ammon  
   (Louis and Cathy Ammon) 
   Interpreted Mass 

 7:30 a.m. Mary Jane Scullion (Mary Clancy) 
 9:00 a.m. In thanksgiving to the life of Joseph James Dawson 
   (Family) 
 10:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 12:00 p.m. Amelia Mazur (Charlotte Kapton) 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

Parish Mission Statement 

 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum 
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron 
Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.  We are 
committed to keeping our faith alive and growing 
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service. 
Through evangelization and stewardship we encourage 
full and active participation of all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by 
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while 
reaching out to all God’s people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

Pray for our Seminarians 
 

Thomas Gillespie and John F. Naugle 
Theological College,401 Michigan Avenue NE, 

Washington, DC 20017 
 

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners and 

are grateful for all prayers. 
 

VOCATION CROSS 
 Please join the Horvatic Family in prayer 
this week as they display the Vocation Cross in 
their home and pray for Religious Vocations. 
The Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY 
week of 2008! Thank you for your support of 
Religious Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the 
fall for scheduling the cross in 2009. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

O h God, Father of all mercies, provider of a bountiful 
harvest, send your graces upon those you have called 

to gather the fruits of your labor; preserve and strengthen 
them in their lifelong service to you. 
 Open the hearts of Your children that they may discern 
Your Holy Will; inspire in them a love and desire to 
surrender themselves to serving others in the name of Your 
son, Jesus Christ. 
 Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths 
in life guided by Your divine Word and Truth. Through the 
intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the 
Angels, and Saints, humbly hear our prayers and grant 
Your Church's needs, through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

St. John’s Parishioners are SUPER! 
 

 Because of your generosity, the Ladies of Charity 
were able to deliver approximately 100 bags of 
badly needed groceries to the Penn Hills Service 
Association and the Plum Food Pantry.  Thank 
you, and God bless you. 

 
 St. John’s Gardeners send out a big “THANK YOU” 
to all who supported our recent Pizza/Hoagie 
Sale! You’ll see our proceeds “growing” this 
spring and summer on the church grounds. 
Thanks so much! 

JOY OF BELONGING J.O.B. MEETING  
 The monthly meeting of J.O.B., our parish grief 

support group, will be held Tuesday, February 19th  

in the Annex beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The group 

welcomes especially those grieving the loss of a 

loved one.  For more information you may call 

Shirley Ashley at 412-793-0911. 



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                  FEBRUARY 17, 2008 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St. 

John’s: 

   Susan, Nicole and Courtney Comunale 

 

Rest In Peace 
 Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed, 

especially Mariano Greco who died on February 8th, Robert J. 

Carrol, father of Charles Carroll, who died on February 5th. 
 

Praying for the Sick 
 Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at 

home and requesting our prayers: Edward Habjan, William Duffy, 

Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Veronica Sacsek, 

Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew 

Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, 

Anthony DiBello, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard Novotny, 

Ernest Gigliotti, James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert 

Jenkins, James Sipe. 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week 

in loving memory of  

Thomas McBride 

requested by Madelyn Schaffer 

Men’s Fellowship 
 Lent is  an exciting time to be a Catholic. We are 

given structure, and a perfect 

opportunity to look deep into our hearts 

and souls to see what is there! Men’s 

Fellowship will help you build a solid and 

personal relationship with Jesus who can 

make your heart and soul spiritually alive.  

 Join us on Saturday morning, February 23rd at 

7:30 a.m. in  the annex. A light breakfast is served. 

NEXT WEEKEND 

INTERPRETED MASS 
 Next Saturday’s 5:00 PM Mass will be 
interpreted for those needing this assistance. 
Please sit in front of the ambo (pulpit) where you 
will be able to see the interpreter.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
will be celebrated next Sunday following the 
Noon Mass. Those preparing for major surgery 
and those preparing for hospital stays are strongly 

encouraged to share in this anointing.  Those of advanced 
age, those living with terminal illness or emotional 
difficulties should also plan to seek the healing of mind, 
body and soul, mindful that God’s grace is to strengthen the 
living and not be held off for those nearing death. 

Confirmation Quiz — No. 6 
 The Holy Spirit helps us understand the outpouring of God’s 
love upon all people.  Knowledge of these gifts help us grow in 
courage to live them.  They also provide us with the strength to know 
the many “fruits of the Spirit” produced by our living the “Gifts of the 
Spirit.” 

 THIS WEEK’S QUIZ:  Name the seven Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and provide a short explanation of their 
purpose in our spiritual formation. 
 

Last Week:   Recite the Hail Holy Queen, and also 
      the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Hail, Holy Queen 
Hail, Holy, Queen, Mother of mercy; 

Hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To you do we cry,  

your poor banished children of Eve. 

To you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn then, most gracious Advocate, 

our eyes of mercy towards us. 

And after this our exile 

show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,  

That we may be worthy of the promises of Christ. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit  

Fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

And you shall renew the face of the earth. 
 

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us in 

the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in  

His consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 THINK BASKET AUCTION!! 
 Yes, it’s that time again to start thinking about the Basket 

Auction for our Family Festival 2008. Donations are 
now being taken at the rectory. We are in need of new 
items to fill our baskets. We  also need large baskets 
AND baskets already full of items!  Please be 
generous. We want to make this the best auction yet. 

You can drop off your donations at the rectory with your name 
attached. If you have any questions please feel free to call Denise 
Lucas at 724-339-4835......Thank you for your help. 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER—THE 300 CLUB 

What is the 300 Club? 
The 300 Club is a fundraiser for the church, it is also a “fun” club 
for the people who join. The goal is to have 300 members who 
each pay $20 a month for 12 months or $200 up front, which is a 
savings of $40. Each week (52 weeks) there is a drawing and the 
winner receives $200. There is a banquet with dancing at the end 
of the year where more prizes are given. Interested? Call Gerri 
Kopelic at 412-795-2672. 


