ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Pastor’'s Notes

Take a panoramic view of your calendar. What is it
centered around? Taking the whole year into account, for
families, it’s all about when school is in session and when
vacation from school occurs. For older folks it is simply
more around the summer months, or as is the case with my
parents at times, when the senior group is taking a trip.

During Tuesday’s staff meeting we found ourselves
working in accordance to the above prescribed times of
school-in and school out of session. “That won'’t get a
good response because school is already out for the
summer.” And we know that if school is
out, for too many, church and God are out as
well. The standard is that vacation from
school also means vacation from God.

I don’t think that is how it’s meant to be,
although God could probably use a vacation
from us with all our expectations for good weather and safe
journeys when traveling!

I addressed this issue Monday night at the PTG meeting
for school parents. To some degree I was talking to the
choir as most of the faithful were the ones present. And the
ones who are not faithful to the weekly practice of their
faith, for the most part, but not completely, were the ones
not present to learn what was important for their children,
spiritually or educationally.

This isn’t to say that they do not care. Other things,
legitimately or not, got in the way.

I will be addressing this same issue with the parents of
our children enrolled in CCD. The harsh reality is that Fr.
Bill and I will hear more than enough children confess, “We
didn’t come to church during the summer, but are getting
better now,” and “My parents won’t bring me.”

God doesn’t take a vacation. And we can be very
thankful for that as our lives would end without God being
constantly present to us.

Our tendency as we begin school and CCD will be to
fall into the calendar, “It’s the time of year to do this......
With growth in spiritual formation, perhaps
we’ll come to grasp that God can’t be set in
place according to a calendar, and God’s
time is all time, which is why we’re part of a
Church and a parish.
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The opening PTG Meeting and Orientation was well
attended overall. And, without being prejudice, [ saw some
great signs of things to come over the course of the year,
including new faces taking active participation in the PTG.
That’s good. It’s needed. And the development of new
leadership is something that is critical to the survival of any
parish or organization.

Having the dedication of many individuals to assist our
young children in understanding the Sunday readings is

such a blessing. And having a location that affords this
opportunity is so very critical for us. Our Children’s
Liturgy of the Word is every Sunday during the
10:30AM Mass, with a few exceptions. I really hope our
parents allow their children this opportunity to grow in
scripture and their faith each week. Faith formation is more
than CCD classes or religion classes in school.

Community is being formed during this time, and they
are also experiencing themselves as members of a vibrant
faith community that holds values far more meaningful than
the larger community that is not Christ- ~ ==
centered. N If;“:ifz
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We thank — and promise our ‘,_,/( \(\,\\
prayerful support — to those who have /Cl Qz‘,
made the commitment to instruct our [ \(:L_\/\;
children in faith during our CCD classes, <>"
our school religion classes, our youth
ministry and young adult programs, our RCIA and RCIC
(children) programs, our Pre-Cana and Baptism Prep
sessions, and other adult formation programs. As we
commission these people today, we ask the Spirit of God to
enlighten and guide them in the sharing of their faith.

It takes faith-filled individuals — young and old — to
assume these responsibilities. Should someone be moved
by the Spirit to do the same, they need only to contact Jane
Tarr in the CCD Office, Christie Smith in Youth Ministry,
or Ron Donatelli in RCIA to get on board.
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Fr. Bill and I will be away Monday afternoon until
Thursday evening as the priests of the diocese gather for
their convocation at Oglebay in West Virginia.

Many sessions during this time will address the role of
priest and parishioner in evangelization — a responsibility
given to all of us at baptism. So please keep us and all the
priests of the diocese in prayer during this time as the
priests will be doing for you and the whole diocese.

Note the mass schedule this week. There will be
scripture and communion services held Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday — a practice not foreign to many
parts of the country where parishes see a priest every other
week if they’re lucky.

I told the staff, as I encouraged them to make a retreat,
that every Wednesday is like a retreat when I’m with the
Fraternity of Priest support group.

Guys will take hunting or fishing trips, or a golf outing
package. The girls will schedule a weekend away from the
family at a fun location. These are good.

I encourage time well spent in prayer, conferences, one-
on-one’s with the retreat team or with friends, at St. Paul’s.
All the information is located further in this bulletin.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom
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Next Saturday’s 5:00 PM Mass will be interpreted g_?{)
for those needing this assistance. Please sit in front of ’&-;J
the ambo (pulpit) where you will be able to see the @f &
interpreter.

ANONTING OF 7HE IO

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated
next Sunday following the Noon Mass. Those
preparing for major surgery and those preparing for
- hospital stays are strongly encouraged to share in this
|| | anointing. Those of advanced age, those living with
— terminal illness or emotional difficulties should also

plan to seek the healing of mind, body and soul,
remembering that God’s grace is meant to strengthen the living and
not be held off for those nearing death.

Offertory Report

DATE: SETEMBER 9, 2007

Sunday collection $11,404
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-1,358
Bishop’s Education $ 293

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners
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Monday, September 24,
we’ll again have two weekday ‘ ‘ [ )
masses — 7:00AM and 9:00AM. \. ‘.
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This was canceled during the summer months simply due
to lack of attendance. We’ll again initiate this opportunity for
prayer in the presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
this Saturday, September 22. Exposition of the Eucharist will
begin at the conclusion of the 9:00AM Mass and continue
until 11:304AM.

This will not happen the Saturday following First Friday
when we have all-night adoration.

" #$WHS
J.O.B. (Joy of Belonging), Welcomes back all our
NEW and OLD FRIENDS to our lIst fall Meeting
@/ ? September 18, 2007 at 7:00 PM in St. John's Annex.
Guest speaker will be Cherie Syrco from Heartland

Nursing Home and Hospice of Greensburg, PA. All parish
Members are Welcome.

Men’s Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship Ministry is here for
YOU! All men of the parish are
welcome to join us this Saturday
morning at 7:30 a.m. to learn how
scripture and the church can help us
with our daily living.

Join our relaxing and informal group for a cup
of coffee and conversation this Saturday in the
annex.

Sunday: Ex 32:7-11,13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 10
Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 7:1-10

Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Lk 7:36-50

Friday: Eph 4:1-7,11-13/Mt 9:9-13

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday: Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13
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Sunday, September 16, 2007
8:30 a.m. Craft Show - cafeteria
10:00 a.m. Donut Social - annex
11:30 am. Donut Social - annex
1:00 p.m. Cookie Social - annex
Monday, September 17
5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
Tuesday, September 18
9:45 am. Mom’s Group - convent
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. J.O.B. - annex
Wednesday, September 19
12:00 p.m. PTG Officers meeting - RMR
7:00 p.m. RCIA Inquiry - RMR
Thursday, September 20
3:45 p.m. Jr. Choir - church
6:30 p.m. Webelos - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. SJBS Advisory board - RMR
7:00 p.m. Bereavement Group - convent
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
7:45 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
Friday, September 21
6:30 p.m. 300 Club Banquet - Futules’ Harmar House
Saturday, September 22
7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - annex
9:00 a.m. Market Day pick-up - cafeteria
10:00 am. JYM Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, September 23
1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick - church
6:00 p.m. Pack meeting - cafeteria
7:30 p.m. SYM - convent




CCD Classes begin THIS WEEK

The Religious Education Program will begin
THIS WEEK:

Monday, September 17"
5:00 PM to 6:15 PM for grades K through 7th
and 6:30 PM to 7:45 PM for 8" grade

Tuesday, September 18™
4:30 PM to 5:45 PM for grades 1 through 7th
and 6:30 PM to 7:45 PM for grades K through 8th.

All students are to use the downstairs
(W o entrance of the school and proceed to the
1 &2 cafeteria where they will meet with their
U é@\» classmates. All students will be dismissed

from the cafeteria. Any student not currently
registered can do so at these times. Handbooks will be
distributed to all students at the first class, which contains
all pertinent information for the year.

The Religious Education Program here at St. John’s
may be starting this Monday and Tuesday —
BUT WE ARE STILL UNDER STAFFED.

If you are one of those people who have been thinking
about helping and figure that someone else is going to do it
and you do not need to step forward...time is up...no one
is stepping forward and we need you. Teaching positions
are open for both days and it is very difficult to start out the
year with substitutes already. If you love God, you love
the church and you love children — that is all you need.
The staff is ready, willing and very able to help you
undertake this very rewarding volunteer task. Please call
Mrs. Tarr at 412-795-6376 for more information. We are
looking for young and old alike — you are never too old or
too young to spread the Word and Love of God to others.

MOM’S GROUP

Gather your babies and join us on Tuesday mornings
2 from 9:45 to 11:30 a.m. in the convent. There
®® .

J @‘ are toys for children up to three years of age,
snacks and coffee. The children enjoy playing
with other children their age while the moms

enjoy a cup of coffee and talking with the one another. If

you have any questions, call Patty at 412-798-2828.

; Chimbote Mission Dinner 28
: The annual Pinner to support the diocesan

| Chimbote Mission is scheduled for Thursday, oct.

:Z4 in Pittsbu rgf». Parishioners interested in tkttem(ing

| are asked to contact Fr. Tom. We'll order a table as a

: parish for this event. Cost per plate is not known at this |

| time. Sorry.

&

The Ladies of Charity and the Respect Life ez
Committee spent many hours sorting and packing 8\
the large amount of clothing the parishioners so
generously donated for the flood victims.

These two ministries are a vital part of St. John'’s and we
sincerely thank them for all that they do for their fellow
parishioners and beyond.

May God continue to bless you and your ministry.

Please Do Not Block the Recycle Bins
The trucks usually collect the paper for
recycling in the early/late evening. If you are
attending a meeting in the evening, please make
sure that you are not blocking the recycling or the trash bins,
giving the trucks easy access to them. Thank you.

SIBS INFORMATION

e The Saint John the Baptist students poems were
published in the Anthology of Poetry by
Young Americans. They are: Lauren ; ‘
Casertano "Winder Magic", Nicholas /
Smider "The Birds in the Tree", and John
Szarmach "The Mouse and Cat". They wrote the
poems in Mrs. Pahlmans English class.

e End of the Magazine Sale will be Sept. 27, 2007.
There will be no school on Sept. 28th, Bishop
Zubik’s Installation.

As we begin the 2007-2008 school year, please
remember the value of Catholic education to the Church
and wider community. This cost effective, quality

.. education, committed to developing the whole

(@ person, is one of the strongest pillars of the

Church. In “Catholic Schools Make a

Difference” by Dr. John Convey study after

study confirms that students who graduate from

Catholic schools are more likely to recognize the

importance of faith in their lives and live

according to the teachings of the Church. Pleas
consider sending your child to a Catholic school. “Great
Beginnings Last A Lifetime.

Did you know that a business can give from its state
tax bill directly to our Catholic school? That’s right. For
information concerning the Educational Improvement Tax
Credit (EITC) Program, call Dr. Ron Bowes at 412-456-
4090 or go to www.newpa.com. Nearly $2.3 million in
tuition tax credit assistance grants have been distributed to
more than 6,000 children in every parish of the diocese.
Please consider helping to support this great program.




Join the Crowd!

The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) has been holding our Inquiry
sessions for the last several weeks. We have a
great group of people from various ages and
backgrounds who have come to ask their
questions about the Catholic
Church and to discern together
as to where God may be calling
them at this time in their
journey of faith.

If you, or someone you
=X==2 now, has not been baptized,
baptized in a non Catholic Christian tradition
or baptized Catholic and have not received the
sacraments of Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist, we invite you to join us in the
rectory meeting room this Wednesday evening
at 7:00. We promise you that you will not be
alone.

If you have any questions about Inquiry,
we invite you to call Ron Donatelli,
Coordinator of RCIA, at 412-793-1617 ext.
260. You may also contact him via email at
Rondon216@aol.com

PARENT PREPARATION SESSIONS
FOR BAPTISM OF CHILDREN

All _ first-time parents who are
anticipating the birth and baptism of their
child are required to attend a Baptism
preparation class. Godparents are highly
encouraged to attend if they are eligible to
fulfill this capacity.

The same is true for parents who have not celebrated
this sacrament for a child more than five years ago.

These sessions are important for our growing in our
role, and that of the godparents concerning the faith being
taught and passed on to our children. It is the obligation of
the parents to understand that having a child baptized in
and of itself doesn’t make it all right. It’s like giving a
child a new car as a gift and not providing the keys!

Couples should schedule a session as soon as they
learn of the pregnancy. Godparents should not be
chosen until the parents have attended a session or at
least spoken with Jane Tarr or one of the priests
concerning eligibility.

Sessions are held monthly in the Rectory Living Room
on the second Sunday of each month, from 10:15 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.

Those needing to register for a session are to call the
Religious Education Office at 412-795-6376 and speak
with Jane Tarr, Director of Religious Education.

Go Ahead & Don’t Believe the Priest!

Okay. You don’t believe the priest when he says
that retreats are valuable to the lives we share day-in
and day-out. How about believing some of our
younger men of the parish who have signed up for
the men’s retreat at St. Paul Monastery the first

weekend of October?

Perhaps it’s coincidence. Perhaps
they knew the theme for the weekend.
But what fits better into our faith, and
how we’re developing it here at St.
John’s, than with a theme of

“You Alone Are My God”

It’s encouraging for the Church to see that
young people are searching for a relationship
with God, and an understanding of their faith. It
says to the whole Church that, we who may be
older, cannot be satisfied with a relationship with
God that was fashioned many, many years ago. If
it hasn’t grown, it needs to. It says GOD IS
important to our young people.

What with our learning to be aware of the
Presence of God, practicing it and praying it, what
more could one ask for than a weekend that puts
direct focus on this in life?

A retreat is relational!!!

I's not getting away from life, but taking time to
be one with God so that we can more readily see
God in everyday life, making life a lot easier.

Men and women of the parish are
encouraged to take this opportunity to T
redevelop, rethink, strengthen and renew
lives that proclaim (in everyday actions)

“You Alone Are My God”!

Contact the following people if interested. They’re
waiting for the phone calls.

MEN’S WEEKEND
October 5-7, 2007
Parish Promoter: Ed Cotton — 412-795-2352

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 2-4, 2007
Parish Promoter: Lisa Noca — 412-826-8888
Parish Promoter: Linda Scott — 412-793-9391

FOR BOTH WEEKENDS: Finances are never an
issue concerning these retreats. Scholarships are
available for those who are in need. Simply contact
Fr. Tom. You do not need to tell the receptionist
anything. Everything remains confidential.

And give thanks to God!




0% 1 2 & 3 Senior Youth Ministry Fall calendar
FORM DUE for Gateway Clipper Cruise--Friday, Sept. 21
LIFE NIGHT--Sunday, Sept. 23--7:30-9pm

>

Fall events are scheduled and ready to go!
.f;l".wr I ?”th f’”lzt? ;,ale;qdﬁfv e e;” g the LIFE NIGHT--Sunday, Oct. 7--7:30-9pm

mail this past week and Jr You inistry calendars were | pg NIGHT--Sunday, Oct. 14-7:30-9pm

sent home in Friday folders and CCD folders. FORM DUE for Haunted House--Sunday, Oct 14

FORM DUE Fulfilled Retreat & Leadership Forum--Friday, Oct. 19
i . HAUNTED HOUSE--Saturday, Oct. 20--7-10:30pm
¢ Next week is our first session of the | EADERSHIP FORUM--Saturday, Oct. 27--10am-5pm
PN~ “Qyear. Join us on Sunday, September 23rd | GATEWAY CLIPPER CRUISE--Sunday, Nov. 4--5pm-10:30pm
A for “Who Do I Want To Become?— NCYC--Thursday, Nov. 8 to
.,;\/4 The Future Me.” Join us for our first session| Sunday, Nov. 11--students registered last year
7 of the year Sunday, September 23rd from 7:30 | FULFILLED REREAT--Friday, Nov. 16-Sunday, Nov. 18--5pm
-9:00 p.m. Sessions are open to anyone in grades 9-12 | RSVP for Advent Wreath Making by Saturday, Nov. 24
and are a place to come together and ﬁg%gég%gEiﬁﬁﬂiKﬁggdag’théV 2?)"12:13054;323m
) . - --Saturday, Dec. 1--3-4:50pm
;?\lllés about what’s going on in our SECRET SANTA--Dec. 1 to Dec. 16--sign up by Nov. 26
) ® | LIFE NIGHT-Sunday, Dec. 9--7:30-9pm
IFE NIGHT-Sunday, Dec. 16--7:30-9pm

e Join us for the Annual Gateway
Clipper Dinner and Dance Cruise on

Sunday, Nov 4. Each year the Diocese of Pittsburgh rents the entire fleet of Gateway Clipper boats and takes the teens
of the diocese out on the river. Don't miss the fun. The cost of the event is $25 and forms must be returned by this
Friday, September 21 to reserve a spot. Print off a permission form on the parish website at
www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net or check your mailing.

. . . Junior Youth Fall Calendar
' !
e Don't miss the favorite event of the year! Our Video |y, . Semener A Seimiy, Sei 22

Scavenger Hunt is this Saturday, September 22 from || gD Retreat Saturday, October 13

10:00 am.-1:00 p.m.  Meet in the Middle School Faith Rally Friday, October 26

annex. Form your team or come alone and Thanksgiving Service Set-up and Game Night Wednesday, Nov 21
we’ll make a team for you! Bring a video Future You Retreat Saturday, December 1-2

camera and be ready for some crazy Salem Crossing Christmas Event Friday, December 14

fun! Permission forms are available at the rectory or
can be printed off the website at www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net. You must have a form to participate!
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Duquesne University’s Fall Open House will be held on Sunday, October 7th from 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (registration is from 9:00 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m.) Duquesne’s 2007 Open House is an opportunity for current high school seniors from all religious denominations and their
parents to speak with representatives from admissions, financial aid, academic departments and administrations. During the day, there
will be self-guided campus tours and many opportunities to learn about college admissions procedure, classes, majors and career
possibilities. Register with Duquesne’s Office of Admissions online at www.admissions.dug.edu or at 412-396-6222.

Night at the Movies This Friday—This Friday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. St. Robert Bellarmine Parish is hosting Ignatius Night at the
Movies. The movie is Pope John Paul 11 and will be shown at 7:00 p.m. in John Oesterle hall (cafeteria) of St. Robert Ballermine Parish,
East McKeesport. The donation is $1.00 per person. Don’t miss this opportunity to see Pope Paul II for the first time on the “big screen.”
For more information, call Paul McDonald at 412-855-8691.

62nd International Rosary March on Sunday, October 7. Let us march with solidarity with love in our hearts with Mary, Queen of
Peace. Noon Mass at Epiphany Church followed by Rosary March from Epiphany Church to St. Mary of Mercy. Holy Hour from 2:00-
3:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s with Fr. Terrence O’Connor and Crowning of our Lady Queen of the Holy Rosary. Refreshments will be served in
Lawless Hall. Questions? Please call Linda Nevins at 412-884-3213 or Ann Morrow at 724-933-0098.



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 16, 2007

Mass GSE=g for the
Intentions ¥ f"l/VeeK

Sunday - Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (10/16)
5:00 p.m. Andrew Lamonna, Sr.
(wife, Helen and children, Andrea and Andrew, Jr.)
7:30 a.m. William Hackwelder, Sr. (J.O.B.)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. Anne Vitle (The Soboslay Family)
12:00 p.m. Robert Pelc (godson, Jesse Geraci)
MONDAY - Robert Bellarmine, bishop/doctor ao/17)
9:00 a.m. Esterina Sica (Gary and Rina DiFrank and Family)

TUESDAY - Weekday (10/18)
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

WEDNESDAY - Januarius, bishop/martyr (10/19)
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

THURSDAY - Andrew Kim Taegon, martyrs (10/20)
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

FRIDAY - Matthew, apostle, evangelist (10/21)

9:00 a.m. Tom Colosmo (Italian Sons/Daughters of American

St. Jude Lodge #265)
SATURDAY - Weekday

9:00 a.m. Steve Naunchik (David Komisak)
SUNDAY - Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (10/23)
5:00 p.m. Theresa Namachar (The Namachar Family)
Interpreted Mass
7:30 a.m. Robert Gawinske (Regis and Nancy Urban)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. Matthew DeStefano, Sr. (wife, Kathy and Family)
12:00 p.m. Mary and Guy Bucci (Nancy and Family)
Anointing of the Sick Mass

(10/22)

1 >

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to
imitate our patron Saint John the Baptist
who led others to Christ. We are committed
to keeping our faith alive and growing
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation
and service. Through evangelization and
stewardship we encourage full and active
participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of
Christ by strengthening the faith of our
parishioners while reaching out to all God’s
people.
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We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:

Lisa Marie, Isabella and Sophia Stoll

1I Rebekah Reinhard and Christopher Kozub
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Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Edward Habjan, William Duffy,
Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Dolores Burns,
Veronica Sacsek, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn
Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Emma
Davis, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony
DiBello, Carol Marney. May their faith comfort them and
God’s blessing’s heal them.
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The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of Denis Yoest requested by Family

5 +
The flowers at the Altar are given
in honor and glory of Our Lord, in loving memory of
Andrew Lamonna
requested by wife, Helen and children, Andrea and Andrew, Jr.

The body of Christ is made up of manhy parts
and only functions properly when all the
parts assume their rightful responsibilities
actively withinh the body, making it whole.
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Patrick D. Caruso Jon T. Chuba
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Williams family in prayer this week
as they display the Vocation Cross in their home and s
pray for Religious Vocations. Parishioners interested in
hosting the Vocations Cross in their home may call Suzy
Adamonis at 412-793-6110. L)

10 <?2
Lord through the intercession of our Blessed Lady the first
servant of Christ, we ask to give courage to those who you
call to say ‘yes” as Mary accepted your call so long ago.




