ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

For those who have celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary, we congratulate them. But the standard
is held by Frank and Josephine Podobnik who

% celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary this past
week. They were married Oct. 22, 1938 in St.
John’s Church. Congratulations and God bless you in the
years to come.
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Al Mack came into the rectory last weekend and
apologized for having to retire from sharing as an usher.
Al’s been caring for St. John’s in this ministry for 55 years.

His health is now
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forcing him to step
back from what he
has loved to do. We’re sorry that Al can’t continue, but hope
he is seen for many years here at St. John’s. To have a
person dedicated for so many years is a blessing.

Thank you Al for the blessings you have shared with us.
God bless you.

Yes, Someone younger needs to step up — perhaps an
entire family — to fill Al’s position. We won’t ask for 55
years, but you may become hooked. Stop and talk with the
ushers at Mass.

And special thanks to the members of our parish Finance
Council who have worked diligently at studying many

V= programs, and then preparing everything necessary
) for the tithing and Faith Direct Initiatives. It’s been
a lot of time and energy spent. And thanks for the
Town Hall Meeting last weekend. Many questions
were answered during this informative session.

Many questions remain since people did not attend the
meeting. An insert is included in today’s bulletin to help
clarify the Faith Direct Program. Please take the time to read
it, and then call if further clarification is needed.

Being invited to participate in a diocesan listening
session concerning how pastors and parishes can
be more attentive to the needs of those with
disabilities was an honor as well as a
responsibility to the whole Church.

I remember a person saying to me, “We don’t have
handicap people here.” It was ironic since two people with
walkers and canes were behind him leaving mass. The ramp,
too steep, caused problems for both. We need to see beyond
ourselves and our own needs. The best thing that ever

CCD TEACHERS NEEDED

Our children remain at your mercy to receive
instruction in the faith. Particularly, we need a seventh
grade teacher for Tuesday afternoon. If God moves
you, please call Mrs. Tarr at 412-795-6376. Thanks!

happened to me would be condemned by another. Forced to
use crutches for the better part of six months allowed me to
experience the struggles “normal people” don’t know.

Sunday, Nov. 16, is set as National Awareness Sunday
for Persons with Disabilities. Needless to say, we’ll have
more awareness
information in upcoming
bulletins.

CELIAC DISEASE

This is considered a
disability that people fail
to recognize. It is
something that was
addressed during our
meetings with Eucharistic
Ministers this past week.

I’ve had people come
to me with the comment
that they saw people not
receive the Body of Christ,
but went straight to the
Precious Blood. That’s
okay. They’ve been told
to do that. Persons living
with Celiac Disease suffer
with this disease to
varying degrees. Some
can receive a small portion
of the host without a
reaction. Some can’t
receive the host at all.
Some cannot touch
anything that has been
contaminated by a glutton
product. They are God’s
people, baptized in faith, and deserve to share in the
Eucharist, no matter the form.

FOR PERSONS WHO ARE GLUTTON INTOLERANT

1. Ifasmall portion of the host does not
bother you, please feel free to approach the &
minister and say, “A small piece please.”

2. If low-glutton hosts are better than a small
piece of a normal host, let me know.
These can be purchased.

3. If you cannot receive the Body of Christ, you are free to
move directly to the minister sharing the Precious Blood,
which also is the fullness of the presence of Christ.

4. If any minister makes a face about either of the above,
contact me immediately.

5. If you are severely allergic to glutton and cannot come in
contact with it at all, please talk with me. There are
other alternatives.

Mr. Daniel Lieb has been
offered (and he accepted) the
position of Music Minister for
St. John the Baptist Parish.

Dan currently holds the
same position at St. Martin de
Porres in McKeepsort.

He will begin here during
the week of Nov. 2, with his
first weekend being Nov. 8-9.

Dan survived the rigors of
facing the adult and bell choirs,
and the Praise Band on two
evenings after interviewing with
“The Committee of Six.”

All agree Dan will be a
great asset to our parish and
lead us well in our liturgical
sung prayer.

Dan is excited about
coming to St. John’s and
beginning his work with the
above choirs and our Junior
Choir and Cherub Choir — just
in time for Christmas prep.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom
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In reality, if we really think about it, we’d want to be able 9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate - RMR

10:00 a.m. Fellowship - annex
6:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry - convent
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Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9/Lk 13:22-30 7:00 p.m. Jr. High Halloween Dance - cafeteria
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Lk 13:31-35

Sunday, November 2
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ONGOING ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Wednesday, October 29, 2008
7:00 pm. in the Rectory Meeting Room

M

This week’s topic: Angels

God Made spiritual beings we call angels

to share his glory and to be a part of his life.
Throughout salvation history, angels
participate in God’s work of love to redeem us.
They unceasingly serve and adore God.

Everyone is welcome

Upcoming topics in November:

Dignity of the Human Person, November 5th

Original Sin and the mystery of Iniquity, November 11th
Providence, November 19th.

A LOT OF HUNGRY PEOPLE COMIN’!
Baked Goods are Needed

Youth Ministry

Vocation Committee Meeting
The Vocation Committee will meet on Tuesday,
& October 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the annex. All
parishioners are welcome to join this very inspiring
ministry.

Catholic Cemetery Sunday

The National Catholic Cemetery Conference has
declared Sunday, November 2, 2008 as Catholic
Cemetery Sunday, to encourage visits to our Catholic
cemeteries and promote prayers for all who have gone
before us. This year Catholic
Cemetery Sunday falls on the
actual date of the Feast of All
Souls, November 2nd.

To commemorate this
important event, The Catholic =
Cemeteries Association of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh will
sponsor a prayer service in most of the diocesan
cemeteries on that date. For the time and locations of this
service, please see the ad in the November 1st Pittsburgh
Catholic, call 1-877-886-7526 or visit our website at
www.ccapgh.org for more information. All are welcome
to attend this annual and prayerful remembrance of our
deceased.

Communities of Salt and Light Reflections
“The voices of parishioners need to be heard on
behalf of vulnerable children—born and
unborn—on behalf of those who suffer
. discrimination and injustice, on behalf of
- those without health care or housing, on
behalf of our land and water, our
communities and neighborhoods..”

(U.S. Catholic Bishops, Communities of’
Salt and Light).
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Thank You
{ We are grateful for the 22 people who took

WA the time to donate blood last Sunday. Doing so,
Fhrank oY helped tremendously to save and brighten the

lives of those in need.
Gratias also to the women who took care of
the canteen. Outstanding service was given by all!
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Mom’s Group

Mom’s Group is a good place to go with your
. young child/children. The children enjoy playing
' awith other children and the mom’s are happy to

- share with each other the trials of Motherhood.
. Mom’s with children ages infants to three year
olds are welcome to meet with us on Tuesday

morning from 9:45-11:30 a.m. in the convent.
Friends and neighbors are welcome to join us!

! Parishioners E-Mail Address Update
! We need to update our email files and it would:
'be very helpful if you would fill out the form below :
I'and return it to the rectory with your email address. In:
'the near future we would like to begin emailing;
'information to parishioners to save postage. Please:
'check yes or no if you would like to have:
'correspondence from the parish sent by email. Thank
I'you.
|
INAME
|
I PHONE NUMBER
|
1 E-MAIL ADDRESS

|
: Yes , you may send parish mailings to my email !

: address |

|N0 , you may not send parish mailings to my emall'
iaddress. !



YOUTH MINISTRIES

Movies With A Message-SYM
School of Rock
Tonight, Oct 26

6:30pm Youth Room

GATEWAY CLIPPER DINNER CRUISE-SYM
Sunday, Nov. 2—4:45pm-10:30pm
$30 for dinner, dancing & cruise
2 tickets left. Turn in your money now if you want them!

ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE-JYM & SYM
Tuesday, Nov 4—7:30am-8pm
Money raised will help support youth programs. Please
plan on baking and selling!

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAITH RALLY-JYM
Friday, Nov 7—6:00pm-9:30pm
Seton LaSalle High School
Featuring Cooper Ray-speaker/Musician!

ALL YOU CAN EAT
CHOCOLATE TOUR-JYM
Sherm Edwards
Saturday, Nov 8—10:45am-1pm
$7.00 person-limited tickets

THANKSGIVING SERVICE & FUN-JYM
Wednesday, Nov 26 —7pm-9pm
Set up for brunch and then play games!

BRUNCH-JYM & SYM
Thursday, Nov 27
8:30am-11am Annex

ALL NIGHT BOWLING-SYM
Monday, December 1 12:30am-4:30am
$10 per person
Nesbit’s Bowling Lanes

Care Packages for Men and Women
Serving in the Military

Do you have a loved one in the military e
serving oversees? Youth Ministry will be
making care packages to send to our
military. Send in the addresses of your
loved one to the rectory and we will make
sure they get something special in the mail.

Being disciple of Christ is not a private matter.
—Pope John Paul 11

St. John the Baptist School

¢ Monday, October 27th is Grandparent Day
for grades K-3. Mass at 9:00 a.m. followed by
. refreshments.

3

¢ Grandparent Day T-shirts and Sweatshirts
will be sold on Grandparent’s Day. The

emblem reads “Proud Grandparent of a St.

John’s Student.” The short sleeve T-shirt is

$8.00, the long sleeve T-shirt is $10, and the
sweatshirt is $15. All come in sizes small

through extra large.

_ @ ¢ Early Dismissal on October 31st
\Yae® at 11:30 am.

+ Jr. High Halloween Dance, November 1
in the cafeteria.

Substitute Teachers are Needed
Bachelor’s degree and Clearances required
Call St. John’s School office at 412-793-0555

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners
from October 13th to October 19th.

Unsold #332, Chris Burke #559, Linda Shook #587, Don
Douglas #293, Tom Dush #897, Unsold #851, Unsold #588.

Vendor Show

Saturday, November 8th
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
school cafeteria
Some Vendors participating are:
Avon, Home Interior ~~ Usborne Books ~~ Discovery Toys
House and Garden Party -~~American Designer
plus many more.
Tables are available, if you would like to sell, call Karla at
412-795-3552.
Start gour holiday shappig with a
ONE STOP AND SHOP” yportanity!
sponsored by St. John the Baptist School PTG

Preschool

Parents of 3 year olds
The parent monthly meeting will be on Tuesday,

October 28th, in the annex at 9:00a.m ®~
and 1:00p.m. The topic will be “Stress
Management.” Please plan to attend.
Babysitting is available.
All parishioners, friends and family

are welcome to attend!




Mass SSxg for the
I nten AT f‘WeeK

SUNDAY - Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (10/26)
7:30 a.m. Charles O’Block (Children)
9:00 a.m. Edward Reuss (Ed Reuss Family)
11:00 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
12:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick
MONDAY - Weekday (10/27)
7:00 a.m. Dorothy Blake (Karen Vormack and Hue Families)
9:00 a.m. Francis Ferragonio, Sr. (wife, Madeline and Family)
TUESDAY - Simon and Jude, Apostles (10/28)

Pastoral Council Meeting

Monday, Nov. 3 — 7:00PM

We’ll meet in the Rectory Meeting
Room beginning promptly at 7:00PM.
Important issues will be considered.

7:00 a.m. Valerie Clark (Joanne Long and Rosemarie Hranica)
9:00 a.m. Joseph Girdich
(daughter, Barbara and Jim McKeever)
WEDNESDAY - Weekday (10/29)

7:00 a.m. Michael Olejar (Karen and Jim Heiser)
9:00 a.m. Helen Hromyak (Ladies of Charity)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Weekday (10/30)

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center

The Martina Spiritual Renewal center is offering a program
on Preparing for Death: A Practical Look at End-of-Life Issues.
presented by Fr. David Moczulski, OFM on Thursday,
November 6.

Fr. David addresses some of the basic questions about
preparing for the inevitable experience of death. Whether the
experience is facing our own death or tht of a loved one, there
are steps that we can take to better prepare us to cope with the
reality. just what are those end-of-life issues? What does the
Church say? What are the legal realities? Registration required.
Offering is $10. Please call 412-931-9766 to register and for
more information.

7:00 a.m. Laura B. Bartczak (Anna Marie Currie)
9:00 a.m. Alexis Dickinson (Aunt Esther)

FRIDAY - Weekday (10/31)
7:00 a.m. Robert, Cathy and Michelle Ashley (Family)

9:00 a.m. Roberta Contreras (Walt and Mary Haluck)
SATURDAY - All Saints (11/01)

9:00 a.m. Helen and Joseph Kovak (Daughters)
9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
SUNDAY VIGIL MASS — Feast of All Souls
5:00 p.m. For the Deceased of the Parish
SUNDAY - All Soul’s Day (11/02)
The mass intentions of the priests on this feast
— at all masses —5:00 p.m., 7:30,9:00, and 11:00 a.m. —
will be for the souls of the living and deceased of our parish
on this day when we remember the souls of those who died in
faith, specifically those whose faith contributed to the building up
of St. John the Baptist Parish.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend

Are you exercising and dieting, jogging or swimming to stay
fit and trim? What are you doing to keep your marriage in good
shape? The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will
be held November 14-16 at the Bishop Connare Center in
Greensburg, PA. For more information or to register, contact
Mary and Lou Locante at 412-635-7775 or check us out on the
web at wwme-pittsburgh.org.

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate
our patron Saint John the Baptist who led others
to Christ. We are committed to keeping our
faith alive and growing through prayer,
sacraments, faith formation and service.
Through evangelization and stewardship we
encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ
by strengthening the faith of our parishioners
while reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for our Seminarians

Kenneth W. Marlovits and David G. Rombold
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Caban/Harris families in prayer this week
_ as they display the Vocation Cross in their home and

ﬁ pray for Religious Vocations.
Gﬁia The Vocation Cross calendar for 2009 is now
available. Parishioners interested in hosting the

Vocation Cross in their home for one week may
phone Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110.

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

Father, in your plan of salvation you have provided through
the ages shepherds for your people. We humbly ask you to
strengthen our diocese by calling forth worthy ministers for
your altars and gentle and faithful servants to proclaim the
gospel. Lord through the intercession of our Blessed Lady the
first servant of Christ, we ask to give courage to those who
you call to say yes as Mary accepted your call so long ago.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.  Amen




THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 26, 2008

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

CHARACTERISTICS OF A DOMESTIC ABUSER

(Part 4 conclusion)
Low self-esteem

Extremely jealous and possessive
Dual personality — alternating between extreme tenderness
and extreme aggressiveness

Inability to cope with anger and stress

Extreme mood swings

Grew up in an abusive home

Socially isolated — has few friends

Very poor communication skills

Suspicious — makes accusations

Forcefully controlling

Believes in using violence to solve problems or have fun
Abuses alcohol and drugs

Blames, belittles, humiliates, intimidates, shames
and threatens
Can be very charismatic

Prayer for All Who Are Abused

You chose, O loving God,
To enter this world
Quietly, humbly, and as an outcast.
Hear our prayers
On behalf of all who are abused:

For children,
Who suffer at the hands
Of parents whom they trust and love;
For spouses,
Beaten and destroyed
By the very one
Who promised to love
And to cherish them forever;
For all people
Ignored, hated and cheated
By the very neighbor
Who could be the closest one
To offer your love.

Hear the cry of the oppressed.
Let the fire of your Spirit fill their hearts
With the power of vision, and hope.
Grant to them empowerment to act,
That they may not be passive victims of
violence and hatred.
Fulfill for them the promises you have made,
That their lives may be transformed
And their oppression ended.

Turn the hearts of the oppressor unto you
That their living may be changed by your forgiving love;
And their abusive actions and oppressive ways brought
toanend. AMEN

Baptism
We welcome into our faith community with great joy the
newly baptized: Sydney Leigh Carone, Taylor Paige Carone,
Maura Colleen Smith, Kaileigh Madison Smith and Zoe Wilkes.
May God send his peace upon you and your loved ones in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Weddings
Il Kelly Barwell and Anthony Bondarenka

Congratulations
Congratulations and Best Wishes to Monica and Richard
Schraeder who are celebrating their 51st Wedding Anniversary
today. May God bless you with all good things.

Praying for the Sick
Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Rachael Faas,
Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann
Dominkush, Mary Svoboda, Betty Telles, John Truxal, James
Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins, Marie Sevcik, Matt
Drop, Maxine Drop, Amy Leisenring, Joe Rosso, Joan Yushinski,
Suzanne Skillen, Catherine Elder, John Elder, Dawn Kelly,
Marian Brownhill, Carolyn Szydlowski, Pat Guerriero, Betty

Lawson, Tom Walsh, Sam Cariati, John Ricci.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in honor of the Blessed Sacrament and
in loving memory of
Anthony Schmeck
requested by Wife and Family

Marriage Moments: You know your spouse is not perfect, but still it is
human to want him or her to be. Forgive an imperfection of your spouse
today. It need not be major. It need not even be spoken
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You Might Be Interested:

Turkey Time Bingo, sponsored by Our Lady of Joy Holy Name
Society, on Saturday, November 15 from 7:15 to 1:00 p.m. in the
Father Marchukonis Hall. Ticket price is $15 for 6 cards. Fifteen
regular bingos paying 5/$20, 5/$25 and 5/$30 each; 3 specials at
$50 each and Jackpot $750 in 50 numbers/$250 consolation.
Tickets on sale at the door.

St. Bernadette Athletic Assoc. Annual Spaghetti Dinner on
Sunday, November 2, served from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. in the Lourdes
Center cafeteria. Ticket prices are $8/adults, $4/children 12 and
under. Take out is available. Questions? Call 412-798-5307.

Miles of Smiles for Sunny-A Charity 5K Event will take place on
Sat. Nov 15, 2008 at the Plum Borough Midget Football Field. All
proceeds from the event will benefit Sunny Carney, a Plum
resident who is fighting her third bout with a rare form of cancer.
The Running for a Reason Committee hopes to raise between
$10,000 - $15,000 to help Sunny fly to Europe multiple times to
receive new, experimental treatments that have shown promise but
are not covered by her insurance. The event will contain a 5K race,
1 mile walk, and a Kids fun run, as well as a Chinese auction,
raffle a for patio set and face painting. For more information and
this website www.cool-emath.com/smiles.htm




