ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

St. John the Baptist School represented the
East Hills Deanery at the annual Chimbote Dinner
? a week and a half ago — and did a fantastic job!
Not only was the display well done, but the
presentations were exceptional. Those representing the
school are included further in the bulletin.

Our seventh grade students attended the diocesan Youth
Rally last Friday night at Seton-LaSalle High School. They
found that many people of their own age are eager to
celebrate their faith. They also learned that celebrating our
faith does not need to be what is often termed, “boring”.

Our kids took the lead in vocal and animated
participation, celebrating Jesus in ways sometimes
only found at concerts in Pittsburgh. It was great
to see them getting into the sharing of their faith
so well. :

Thanks to Christie Smith for coordinating this effort for
Junior High Youth Ministry. Our liturgist, Will Smith was
the warm-up act! (Only kidding Will!) He very quickly got
the 400+ kids up on their feet, singing with full volume and
with hands clapping and sign language.

And Saturday | was again with teens, celebrating mass
at North American Martyrs as the diocesan Teen Leadership
Forum concluded. It was a true sign of what the leadership
of the Church can be — now and in the future. It provided
F me with an opportunity to encourage and
e support their desires, and perhaps dreams, to be
J’Q 1 4 fully active in their parishes and in the Church

1as a whole. How important is that? The
4 phenomenal mission statements they wrote
concerning their role in the Church will be printed here once
they arrive from the Youth Ministry Office.

And finally — to make my “teen week” complete — |
was asked the following question by a teen. How would
you respond to this? “When was the most recent time that
you felt God was really, really present to you?”

I was confronted with that question out of Lf)
the clear blue. It’s one of those questions that
you better be able to answer quickly. Thinking :l
too long would leave a teen — and any person
— wondering if you really see God present to you as much
as you should.

It doesn’t just challenge us to a response, but also to an
examination of our prayer life. Has it in the past, and does
it now, bring me to a realization of God in my life at all
times? My answer was earlier that afternoon. After | was
done talking with him, I would have responded right then
and there. It was a moment of thanksgiving, and presence.
A question like that comes from a person who is
searching. Coming from a teen, it’s a great sign of hope.

Two weeks ago Bishop Zubik spoke in a homily about
a “New Pentecost” that needs to be realized. As he said, it
will come about with a vision for the future that will speak
to the young people of the Church — fostering a new Spirit
as was done at the first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit set
on fire the hearts of that small Church formed around the
Risen Lord. Our young people — young adults and teens in
this parish and throughout the diocese — are looking for
this New Pentecost, and are willing to make it happen. So
we move to a new envisioning for the future as every parish
in our diocese has been called to develop.

How good it was to see so many attend last Monday’s
Town Hall Meeting. The meeting was to the point, and all
was accomplished within the allotted time of 75 minutes.

Jack Patnik, the facilitator for our Pastoral Council,
provided a good understanding of what has been discussed
over the past year at every level of the parish. And quickly
indicated that it was now time to act on the items identified
as one-year objectives to be accomplished.

Those in attendance then went to one of the seven areas
of concern, received further explanation concerning the
objectives, and then either signed up to tackle one or more
of the objectives in the next year, or they moved to another
group to consider a possibility in another area.

When all was said and done, many were
on board — signed in — to take
responsibility and leadership for various
activities that will be initiated over the next
year — some very soon.

It’s all about VISION.

Pastoral Council is to help set the vision of the parish.
This is a vision meant for everything that occurs in the
parish. As a microcosm of the Body of Christ, we are to
move with one accord in defining our mission as Church
and our roles as disciples. There are no splinter groups,
independents, Lone Rangers, off on their own. All is meant
to work in harmony with every other aspect of parish life.

It’s all about LEADERSHIP.

This leadership, whether it is responsible for a small
portion of the vision, or a greater role, always is directed
toward the parish vision. Anything moving from the vision
must be questioned.

It’s all about ACTION AND RESPONSIBILITY.

It is important that the leadership think outside the box
with fresh approaches, and with plans for action rather
than maintenance. Maintenance of what is, is important.
But without a vision moving us along, we are forever left to
create a false security of imperfect perfection. Think about
it. When we simply maintain, we rely on ourselves. When
we move to a new vision, and allow the Spirit to move anew
within us, we must trust in God; we must open ourselves to
new and greater realities in God’s plan.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Please welcome Fr. Carmen D’Amico, , o 4

pastor of St. Benedict the Moor Parish to St.

John’s tomorrow evening, Monday, November

5th at 7:00 pm. Fr. D’Amico is coming especially

to offer all Liturgical Ministers an evening of

reflection which will enhance the spiritual and faith formation
of all ministers. Fr. Bill highly recommends this inspiring
presentation.

The invitation to this evening is for all parish liturgical
ministers — ushers, greeters, lectors, Eucharistic ministers,
cantors, and choir members. Of course, all parish members
may also attend.

Offertory Report

DATE: OCTOBER 28, 2007

Sunday collection $11,837
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $ -925

Second Collection
Improvement Fund, November 3/4
Retirement Fund for Religious November 17/18

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

BAPTISM PREP FOR EXPECTANT PARENTS

Our next session is next Sunday, November 11
10:15 a.m. in the Annex

Couples should contact Mrs. Tarr in the T\
Religious Education Office as soon as they learn of _
the pregnancy. Preparing for the child’s spiritual ]
needs is as important as anything else. Do it right for i
your child’s sake.

Eucharistic Ministers
Hospital Ministry

Forbes Regional Hospital in Monroeville is looking for
Eucharistic Ministers to give communion to
patients. You are scheduled for only one
@ f ¢z morning a month and they will train you. If
’"@‘}‘ % you are interested or have any questions,

please call Sister Monique at 412-858-2077.

Readings for the Week of November 4
Sunday: Wis 11:22-12:2/2 Thes 1:11-2:2/Lk 19:1-10

Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Lk 14:12-14 X

Tuesday:  Rom 12:5-16b/Lk 14:15-24 s‘%
Wednesday:  Rom 13:8-10/Lk 14:25-33 \Q ==
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Lk 15:1-10 -

Friday: Ez 47:1-2,8-9,12/1 Cor 3:9¢-11,16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9,16,22-27/Lk 16:9-15
Next Sunday: 2 Mc 7:1-2,9-14/2 Thes 2:16-3:5/Lk 20:27-38

ﬁ VOTING RESPONSIBLY
Voting is a right guaranteed by
VOTE our constitution. Our voting

responsibly is an obligation set by

' our faith. It requires that we take a
serious look at how our vote will

affect the lives of all people, and
how justice will be achieved for the betterment of all
people. To do less is to have a misguided focus
toward self and special interest.

s vk

Sunday, November 4, 2007
9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
4:45 p.m. SYM Bus leaves for Boat Cruise
7:00 p.m. Vespers — church
Monday, November 5
NO CCD
7:00 p.m. Liturgical Ministers presentation - church
8:00 p.m. Bell Choir - annex
Tuesday, November 6
Election Day
9:45a.m. Mom’s Group - annex
NO CCD
Wednesday, November7
9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents - annex
12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents - annex
Thursday, November 8
6:30 p.m. Webelos - cafeteria
7:45 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
Friday, November 9
4:30 p.m. Brownies - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. SJBS Scrap booking - cafeteria
Saturday, November 10
7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - annex
7:00 p.m. SJBS 7th/8th Grade Dance - cafeteria
Sunday, November 11
9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate - RMR
10:00 a.m. Mystagogy - convent
10:15 a.m. Baptism Prep Class - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex




YOUTH MINISTRY

Senior Youth
What's coming up for Sr. High Youth Ministry?

National Catholic Youth Conference

November 8-11

Travelers should visit the updated website at
www.nfcym.org/ncyc for info on what we will be
experiencing!

LIFE NIGHT ADDED TO CALENDAR! Sunday night,
November 18 from 7:30-9:00 p.m. How much do you trust
yourself? How much do you trust others? How much do you
trust God? We'll be putting it all to the test. Don't miss it!

All Night Bowling

Monday, November 26

(Late Sunday night, Early Monday Morning-
Thanksgiving weekend)

12:30--4:30 a.m.

Neshit's Bowling Lanes-Plum

Meet There! $10 for unlimited bowling, /
pizza, drinks & snacks! Bring your Friends!
Permission Forms needed and will be accepted that night
with money.

Junior Youth

Thanksgiving Service

Thanksgiving Service is just around the corner!

Wednesday, November 21 we will meet at 7:30
%, -9:00 p.m. in the annex to prepare for the

== Thanksgiving Brunch. That will only take a

small amount of time and we will spend the rest

of the time playing all of the favorite youth ministry group

games that we know and love. Don't miss the fun!!!

Future You Retreat
December 1-2 — Gilmary Retreat Center x J

This is an overnight retreat with youth from

around the Diocese. You'll be talking about

what's coming for you in the future, how God is in every
part of your life and how special you really are. The
weekend will be filled with friendship, fun and food. Don't
miss it. More information will be sent home later this fall.
To register, contact Christie at sjbyouth@comcast.net

SJBS NEWS

« Please put the following in the bulletin.

x < Last Wednesday, SIBS were the Mission
= Ambassadors for the East Suburban Schools.
7/« Jessica Allman and Angela Kotvas were the

student representatives along with teachers
Tiffany Vergato and Katie Lavery. The display of our
projects for Chimbote' was outstanding.

NO SCHOOL, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH,
ELECTION DAY!

e There will be an early dismissal at 11:30 a.m. on
Monday, November 5th. Parent-Teacher conference
will follow from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

- Picture Make-up Day will be Thursday, ~/Ior%
November 8th E‘

= Scrap booking in the Cafeteria Friday, Nov. 9th, 7:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

e 7th and 8th grade Junior High Dance, in
the School Cafeteria, Saturday, Steeler theme.

PTG SUPER BINGO
IS CANCELLED

Motn’s Group

The Mom’s group meet every Tuesday from
9:45 tO 11:30 a.m. ih the convent. 1f
you have children ages infant to ey : [rﬂ
three years Of age, join US fOr some g L&A=
conversation while our children play
and socialize. Ahy mom inh the parish with
children this age is welcome to joinh us!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Most every Sunday at the 10:30 AM Mass there is a
special celebration for the “little ones” of are parish called:
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. A good number
of people are needed to offer the Word of God to
these children on the level with which they can
understand. The leaders, helpers, readers,
singers and proclaimers rotate on a once a month
schedule. With this in mind we are in need of additional
help for once a month for the task of leaders and helpers.
If you are able to lend a hand, please contact Mrs. Tarr and
she will be happy to give you more information as to what
is needed. Please consider this once a month obligation.

There are no CCD classes
On Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 5 and 6
CCD will continue on
Monday, November 12 and
Tuesday, November 13




THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME NOVEMBER 4, 2007

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S .
BOOK CLUB Ministry of Prayer
St. John’s will be forming a Catholic COMING soon — shut-ins
Women’s Book Club that will meet monthly to throughout our parish community will be
discuss books written by Catholic authors. Our first asked to consider joining a special group of

gathering will be Tuesday, November 27th fgsg— PRAY-ERS. While anyone may become part of this
at 7:30 p.m. in the Mom’s Room in the, ministry, it is specifically being

convent. Our first book to be discussed is = - - established for folks unable to share PRAYE]i\"
Kristin _Lavransdatter. Written by Sigrid S 4 in parish life as fully as desired.

Undset and translated by Tiina Nunnally. &= i PRAYERS are always needed | REQUESTS
Contact Patty Messina at 412-798-2818 for more for the world, for special requests of

information. parishioners and their extended
family. Also the parish’s children
Men’s Fellowship preparing for the reception of
Join us on Saturday, November 10 at Confirmation or First Eucharist have . =
7:30 a.m. in the annexfor scripture, always been a top priority for
friendship and a dose of spiritual prayers.

A rejuvenation. All men parishioners, and OUR LADIES OF CHARITY will be the liaison
their guests, are welcome. A light between St. Johns and the homebound. They will be
breakfast is provided. sending a list of intentions that will include prayers for the

Break from the rat race!ll pope and the Church, our bishop and diocese, world issues,
our parish, and those requested by parishioners, at least

once every two months to the homebound who will join in

A FILM YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS this prayer movement.
Please Note: Date Change PARISHIONERS are encouraged to call the parish
Mark your calendars for the weekend of November 9- office with your requests for prayer.

11, when Bella opens in Pittsburgh. Bella is a film that is Stay posted for more information concerning this
melting hearts and changing lives. Bella has a strongly pro- important ministry.
life, pro-family message, and will make an impact if many If you have become homebound during the past couple
show their support on this opening weekend when it is of years and wish to be on the parish’s list of homebound
released. parishioners, please call 412-793-4511 to inform us.
Around the Area:

North American Martyrs Parish hosts a family support group for addiction and recovery. The Sunlight of the Spirit is a nonprofit
organization that educates and supports families affected by a loved one’s alcohol or drug problem. The group meets every Tuesday from
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. at North American Martyrs, Monroeville. The fee is $40 a session or $175 for 5 sessions (sliding scale payments
available). Pre-registration is required; 412-279-2738, mgioffre@sunlightspirit.com or dhurd@sunlightspirit.com.

The group is facilitated by Jill S. Fine, MSEd., NCC, CAC.

Turkey Time Bingo—Sat., Nov. 17th at 7:15 p.m. at Father Marchukonis Hall at Our Lady of Joy Parish. Jackpot $750 in 50 numbers
$250 consolation. Tickets on sale at the door; $15 for 6 cards. Three specials $50. Sponsored by Our Lady of Joy Holy Name Society.

St. Colman Parish in Turtle Creek is sponsoring their 19th Annual Craft Show and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 17th from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria. Delicious homemade vegetable soup and other luncheon items will be available. If any crafter is
interested in a table (must be hand made crafts), please call the rectory office at 41-823-2564 and ask for Mary Lou.

Fall/Advent Bible Study—Discovering the heart of the Mass through Scripture. St. Bernadette Parish is offering a six week bible study
series beginning Tuesday, November 6th at 7:30 p.m. or Wednesday, November 7th at 1:00 p.m. in the rectory conference room. Pastoral
Associated Kathy Kocek will lead the afternoon session and Father Michael Decewicz will lead the evening session. Cost is $13 for The
Mass by Lucien Deiss, C.S.Sp. To register, please call the parish office at 412-373-0050.

Little Angles’ Shopping Center—The Benedictine Sisters, Catholic Gift and Book Shop, Saint Emma Monastery and Retreat Center.
Special gift shop hours for the holidays: Saturday, November 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 18 from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. Featuring: Musical groups, door prizes hourly and snacks. Many Religious gifts within a child’s budget: Regular store hours
Monday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Also: Christmas Boutique (previously loved items for both adults and little angel shoppers)
and Craft Show wi/free admission.




Mass S for the
Intentions ¥ fWeeK

SUNDAY - Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (11/04)
5:00 p.m. Matthew Girdich (Harry and Cathy Mavrinac)
7:30 a.m. For the Parish
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the
Knights of Columbus #4242
Assembly 0945 3rd/4th Degree
10:30 a.m. Julia and Joseph Urban
(daughters, Ann and Helen)
12:00 p.m. Eleanor Fenton (Cindy and Tom Puchtler)
7:00 p.m. Vespers
MONDAY - Weekday (11/05)
7:00 a.m. Michael Satira (son, Frank Satira)
9:00 a.m. Antoinette Snyder (Josephine Gourash)
TUESDAY - Weekday (11/06)
7:00 a.m. David Schade (Marie Ferraro)
9:00 a.m. Matthew Churilla (wife, Lorraine and Family)
WEDNESDAY - Weekday (11/07
7:00 a.m. Tom McCoy (Eric and Karie Kish Family)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Hoolahan Family
(Walt and Mary Haluck)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Weekday (11/08)
7:00 a.m. Evelyn Ciummo (Rose McGuirk)
9:00 a.m. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shanta (daughter, Mary)
FRIDAY - Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (11/09)
7:00 a.m. Mary Louise Miller (Mickey and Katie Horvat)
9:00 a.m. Michael Thomas (Jerry and MaryAnn Hammill)

SATURDAY - Leo the Great, pope/doctor (11/10)
9:00 a.m. Albert J. DiFrank (anniv.) (Wife and Children)
SUNDAY - Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (11/11)

5:00 p.m. Mary Vinoskey (Amerigo and Irene DePellegrin)
RCIA Rite of Welcome
7:30 a.m. Gertrude and Stanley Matwsiak (Family)
9:00 a.m. John A. Sacek, Jr. (wife, Dorothy and Family)
10:30 a.m. For the Parish
12:00 p.m. Matthew M. Girdich (Rosi Bertovio)

Pray for our Seminarians

Thomas Gillespie and John F. Naugle
Theological College,401 Michigan Avenue NE,
Washington, DC 20017

The seminarians enjoy hearing
from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join Walt and Mary Haluck in
prayer this week as they display the
Vocation Cross in their home and pray
for Religious Vocations. Parishioners
interested in hosting the Vocations Cross 14.5
in their home may call Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-
6110.

i@

Prayer for Vocations

ountiful God, You are boundless with your

blessings and faithful to your promises.
Through our ancestors in faith we have come to
know and to trust in your guidance on our life’s
journey. At Jesus’ baptism you confirmed him in
his mission. Commission us through our baptismal
graces to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

Open our hearts to recognize your holy calling.
Bless our church with devoted married couples,
committed single men and women, and dedicated
deacons, priests, sisters, and brothers.

Guide those who are discerning how best to
serve you. With your favor, we set out to proclaim
your reign through Jesus, your beloved Son in the
power of your Holy Spirit. Amen

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.
We are committed to keeping our faith alive and
growing through prayer, sacraments, faith formation
and service. Through evangelization and stewardship
we encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Ladies of Charity COOKIE SALE
Ladies of Charity will be sponsoring a
O @ Christmas Cookie Sale on December 1
, & 2 after all Masses. Fresh, home-
)& baked cookies for the holidays! This
will be a great opportunity for you to
purchase delicious Christmas cookies.
We are looking for anyone interested in baking for
our sale. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
Please phone JoAnn Meinen at 412-793-8257 or

Pat Keefer @ 412-793-4417.
VOTE

Simple, yet so
powerful

Honor your country.
Protect your rights.

Speak for your God.
November 6



Sacred tHoart 0/ Jesus Pﬁaﬂﬁ faﬂ/e/(

e The statue of the Sacred Heart e
of Jesus has arrived. 4

e The benches are here and
ready for installation.

e The blocks for the wall finally
arrived, and hopefully as you
read this, you'll see the wall
finished. Its’ been a busy
week, not allowing much time for wall building.

e The lighting is ready to be hooked up.

e Some shrubs will be delivered this week. Other plantings will take
place in the spring.

* The pedestal for the statue will arrive this week and immediately be
setin place.

* We'll set a date for the dedication of the Statue & Prayer Garden.

WHY THE SACRED HEART?

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is prayer to attain the
perfected love of God offered us through our compassionate Lord. The
Sacred Heart of Jesus reminds us:

— of our need for humility as we stand before our God;

— of our need to offer ourselves in complete service to the

fulfillment of the will of the Father;

— of our need of constant conversion of heart from our own
limited worldly desires, to what God wishes for us — eternal
salvation in perfect unity with our Triune God;

— of our need for reconciliation and forgiveness;

— of our own sacrificing of self for the sake of others, if so
necessary;

— of our frail, broken humanity being restored and strengthened
only through Jesus Christ, true God and true man.

ALL THIS THROUGH GENEROUS DONATIONS

We continue to receive and accept donations for this prayer
garden. The estimated cost was $5,500. We've received over $4,000
to date. No parish money will be used.

Anyone wishing to contribute to this effort may do so by placing
donations in a plain envelope marked “Sacred Heart”. Please include
the name of the donor(s) inside. Envelopes can be dropped in the
collection basket or brought to the rectory. Those wishing to have their
donation remain anonymous are asked to indicate this in some way.
We request the names of the donors, however, be included. Thanks for
your support.

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:

Eva Marie Ignelzi

Shelly Skoog

David and Kamryn Pointer

Mary Rose and Gary Mazur

Edward Jameson

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Thomas J. Fitzpatrick, father of Kim Ising, Edward
Reuss, Carmella Cassino, mother of Jeannette Reibert, John F.
Stakel.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: Edward Habjan, William Duffy,
Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Dolores Burns, Veronica
Sacsek, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak,
Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Emma Davis, Sr. Janet,
Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony DiBello, Hank Cacciamani,
Betty Telles, John Truxal.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Albert DiFrank (anniv.)
requested by Wife

Flowers at the Altar
The flowers at the Altar
are given in honor and glory
of Our Lord, in loving memory of
Woody Vogan
requestedd by wife, Kay

Part/Full-Time Custodian

Again we are looking for a custodian who is interested
in full-time or part-time employment.

It should be noted that this is not a nine-
to-five position, which often causes problems
for individuals. The job includes indoor and
outdoor work, and some heavy lifting.
Weekend work is minimal except when snow removal is
required. The person is also on call, although this situation
is rare.

Those interested in part-time or full-time work should
provide a resume. Please contact Ginger in the rectory
office this week. Salary & benefits negotiable.

=\

TIME AND TALENT STEWARDSHIP
COMMITMENT FORMS

Commitment forms for those being led to
involvement in our parish will be available
at the church entrances and at the rectory.

If you desire a form, and cannot find one,
please ask at the office.

While we set a “specific Time” for people
to sign up, the right time is really when we
believe God is calling us to a new adventure,
a greater sharing, a fulfillment of our self.

The Holy Spirit gives us what is necessary
for our discernment. The hard partis
choosing to listen and be led by the Spirit

of God.
PRAY! .5
then VOTE! @«%ﬁl




