ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

Fr Bill and I, with the help of two retired priests, Fr.
Jim Ruggiero and Fr. Ray Utz, finished this week
celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation with our CCD
students. We had earlier finished with the school children.

During it all it was a wonderful experience, not that the
kids are sinning, and not in some of what was confessed,
but in the honest look and words of so many of them. Their
desire to celebrate Jesus may not be what is
seen by parents who have to pull their children
from bed to get them to mass every weekend,
but these parents can be assured that it is well
worth the effort. Come, Holy Spirit!

Unfortunately, too many children — from
both sides of the fence — CCD and school —
are rarely attending Mass each and every
weekend. Fr. Bill and | know this since we recognize those
who are at weekend Mass and those who are not. When
they come for reconciliation we can predict one of their
sins to be confessed. And its not really their sin.

Come, Holy Spirit!

It hurts since the children cannot come on their own.
But the choice for them to grow in their faith, to receive
Jesus in the Eucharist, and develop a sense of “home”
within the faithful community is being made through the
rationale of their parents. And their reasoning is rather
irrational. Come, Holy Spirit!

So many of the kids received permission to bug their
parents about coming to church each weekend. And | ask
every parishioner to now add these children and their
families onto their daily prayer list. We’ll just have to beat
down their reasoning through the great assistance of the
Holy Spirit. Burn your fire of love within us!

And since we need prayers, | hope and pray many of
our parishioners restricted in their active participation due
to health or age, will become active in our
PRAYER MINISTRY. We need “Pray-ers”,
people ready to lift up prayers for our specific
needs and those of the world.

This ministry is being established because
of the great need we have for prayer, and to
enable those who may not be capable of doing
anything else, to join in one of the most powerful ministries
possible.

We need people who will become prayer partners for
our children preparing for Reconciliation and Communion,
and for Confirmation. We need people who will pray
specifically for a couple preparing for marriage. We need
“pray-ers” to lift up those people who may be deciding to
return to the practice of the faith, and as we prepare for our
mission in Lent (now is the time to begin these prayers.)
We need “pray-ers” for those in our RCIA program. And
we haven’t begun to list everyone or every need.

Prayer is essential for any parish participation in the
work of God. It is essential for any faithful steward of God
to accept to live for the glory of God and salvation of all
people.

If interested in becoming a part of this Prayer Ministry
please contact Sr. Janet.

Is Santa Claus far off?

I’ve never seen deer in the upper

parking lot — that is until we starting :
preparing for landscaping around the
Sacred Heart prayer grotto. | hope gl

they’re just checking out a landing

location for Santa to drop by for Fr. Bill and me. But just
to make sure, we’re holding off on the landscaping until the
spring. We don’t want to make this a regular feed stop on
their nightly journeys.

Meanwhile, when we get good weather, we can’t seem
to find the time. When we find the time, the weather turns
ugly. Never fear. The prayer garden to the Sacred Heart
will be completed, minus the landscaping.

Q) THANKSGIVING is this Thursday, leaving
[@@ only 34 days to Christmas. | was wondering if
{ﬂ\ {\ some super store is going to really destroy the
k@@%@”% holiday and open for business. | haven’t heard
/ \~1 of any store crowding into Thanksgiving yet.

Remember, stores opened at midnight last year.

My greatest fear is that if it happens at Thanksgiving it
will surely follow that Christmas will be the next holiday to
succumb to the big buck (and I’m not talking about the
above-mentioned four-leggers).

Please join us for mass at 9:00AM on Thanksgiving
Day. We always have a very good attendance as more and
more people are realizing how blessed we are as a nation
and as individuals. There is a neat brunch afterwards in the
Annex.

May God accept our humble thanks
for the many blessings
he bestows on us daily.

Let us especially be thankful for
the gift of life and all that he gives
us to sustain life.

May our hearts always be filled with
a spirit of gratitude. Amen.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Love and Prayers,
Fr. Tom



FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING
Sunclay, Novcmbcr 25 ’

Does Christ rule our lives? 'A‘ =
Is Christ King of kings, and Lord of all? f-ﬂ 1f
f : . ‘\ !
0 the above questions provide us an
affirmation or a challenge?

St. Paul says in his second letter to Timothy,
“If we have died with him, we shall also live
with him; if we persevere, we shall also
reign with him.” (2 Tim. 2:11-12)

This Solemnity (Solemn Feast) of Christ the
King is one that we can rejoice in or be frightened by, depending
upon our relationship with our Lord and Savior now.

The Kingdom of God is now, and Christ the King is present to us
in the here and now. Seeking the Kingdom, and living one with
Christ the King now, day-to-day, is the only sure way of knowing
that when all the earthly kingdoms we seek fade away, we’ll
recognize the one that matters.

And when we realize that our domain has dissipated,
we’ll find ourselves needing to acknowledge
the King who is greater than all.

Whose reign is going to matter when we must face the King
one-on-one, all alone, with nothing to support us?

[ ucharistic Adoration
immedia tc/y follow the 12:00 Noon Mass
Vcspcrs and Benediction. 7:00FM.

Various prayers and spiritual activities will be available for
those wondering what to do for an hour in prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament.

The following is a schedule meant to help assure that we’ll
have someone in the Church before the Blessed Sacrament at all
times. It’s not a mandate, but a suggestion.

1:00-2:00PM — Q,R,S

2:00-3:00PM — T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z
3:00-4:.00PM — AB,C,D
4:00-5:00PM — E,F,G,H
5:00-6:00PM — I,J,K,L
6:00-7:00PM — M,N,O,P

7:00PM — Vespers and Benediction®

Offertory Report
DATE: NOVEMBER 11

Sunday collection $13,973
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $+1,211

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners
THANKSGIVING DAY
Food and Monetary Collection

STAFF MEETING — Tuesday, Nov. 20
The staff will be out of their offices between 1:00-
3:00PM for the monthly meeting.

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
The Rectory Office will be ¢
CLOSED
Thursday, Nov 22 AND Friday, Nov. 23
Normal hours will resume on
Saturday, November 24 at 9:00 a.m.

Readings for the Week of November 18

Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63/Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1,20-31/Lk 19:11-28

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37,52-59/Lk 19:45-48
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43

Ql AT a
l =) "u
Sunday, November 18, 2007
9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
6:00 p.m. Pack meeting - cafeteria
7:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry - convent
Monday, November 19
5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Praise Band - church
8:00 p.m. Bell Choir - church
Tuesday, November 20
9:45a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
11:00 a.m. Preschool Para-liturgy - church
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting - RMR
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. J.O.B. - annex
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Wednesday, November 21
11:00 a.m. Preschool Para-liturgy - church
7:00 p.m. Jr. Youth Ministry - annex
Thursday, November 22
Happy Thanksgiving
Rectory Office Closed
10:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Brunch - annex
Friday, November 23
Rectory and All Parish Offices Closed
Saturday, November 24

7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - annex
Sunday, November 25

9:00 a.m. RCIA Catechumenate - RMR
10:00 a.m. Fellowship - annex
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy

7:00 p.m. Vespers & Benediction




Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
Monday, Nov. 19 — 7:00PM
Our Lady of Joy Parish

Christians of all faith expressions
throughout Plum Boro will gather at
Our Lady of Joy to give thanks for the
blessings we as a nation and as a local community have
been given. In turn, we also give thanks for the ability and
desire to share these in blessing others in prayer, and in a
generous offering to the needy of our community.

Last year’s service was well attended by members of
St. John’s. Please join us again. Refreshments will be
served afterwards.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP:

Saturday, November 25 at 7:30 a.m. in the annex.
ALL MEN of the parish are invited to gather
: in the Annex for an hour of sharing scripture,
tm reflecting on its meaning in their lives, and for
support in living it as an example for their
families and others.

“] Want to Become Catholic”

Every year we receive calls from individuals
who express a simple desire; "'l want to become Catholic."”
At the 5:00 Mass last Saturday we celebrated our second
Rite of Welcome for two additional
candidates, John Hovis and Scott
Cooper, who were publicly welcomed
into the RCIA who have expressed this
same desire.

It is sometimes asked why it is
necessary to celebrate these Rites
during Mass? Aside from the fact that
the Church has done so from ancient
times, the answer is that we are called
to be a holy witness to one another. For us as parishioners,
we are called to provide and be a witness of faith, prayer
and support for the candidates along their journey into full
communion with the Catholic Church. And what witness do
the candidates offer us? In their desire to become Catholic
they inspire us to ask of ourselves, "Why am | Catholic?"
By God's grace, each of the candidates in RCIA will be able
to respond to this question and the answer won't be because;
"l was raised Catholic." We ask each of our parishioners
to be a holy witness to our candidates and to let them be a
holy witness to each of you as they help us contemplate the
guestions their example of faith poses to each of us.

If you, or someone you know, has question about
the Catholic Church or the Rite of Christian Initiation, we
invite you to call Ron Donatelli at 412-793-1617 ext. 260.
You may also reach him via email at Rondon216@aol.com.
Also, please visit the RCIA page on the parish web site.

JOY OF BELONGING

J.0.B. MEETING

The monthly meeting of J.O.B., our parish grief support
group, will be held Tuesday, November 20th in the Annex
beginning at 7:00 p.m. The group
welcomes especially those grieving the loss
of a loved one. For more information you
may call Shirley Ashley at 412-793-0911 or
Sister Janet at 412-793-4511.

Aclvcnt Wrcaths and Canc”cs
Are available at the rectory
$7.00 a set
$4.00 for wreath/$%.00 for candles

Mom’s Group
Mom’s with infants and children up to three
years old get together every Tuesday morning at
9:45 a.m. in the convent to spend some time together
talking about living as Christian mothers while the
children play. All mom’s are invited to attend. Refreshments and
snacks are provided.
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PLEASE HELP THE PARISH BY 2
SELLING YOUR 4
‘(

CHRISTMAS BONUS
RAFFLE TICKETS %
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$1 per ticket
f you didn’t receive your tickets in th
mail this week...Let us know!
Don’t miss the chance to WIN

First Prize $1,500
Second Prize $1,000
Third Prize $500

DRAWING DATE:
Sunday, December 9

4 1:30 PM
(All returns must be made by 1:00PM Dec. 9th.)
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CCD Students CARE

During this season of thanks for all the blessings that
God has so graciously given to us, we must look into our
hearts to give to those in need.

Monday, November 19th and Tuesday, November 20th
has been designated Saint John the Baptist
CCD Children’s Food Drive. The CCD
children are being asked to bring at least one [““&V%
non-perishable food item to class which will

ourselves. These items can be canned goods,
cereals, boxed dinners and even some =
necessities that we sometimes forget to supply; for
example, paper towels, tissues, TP, toothpaste and the like.

THANKSGIVING DAY BRUNCH
FOLLOW!NG THE 4:00 AM MASS
IN THE ANNEX
Sponsord by Voutk Minisitry

KEEPING WITH TRADITION, WE ARE ASKING
PARISHIONERS, TO BRING TO THE ANNEX BEFORE
MASS, ANY BREAKFAST ITEM Of THEIR CHOICE
TO SHARE FOR THE BRUNCH

BAGELS—MUFFINS—COFFEE CAKE—DANISH—ETC.
Thirk you.

Attention Shut in Pray-ers: You all received the

" information concerning the ministry of Pray-er.
Kindly respond to the letter that you received ASAP
\f in order that the ministry of pray-er can be realized.

November is National Family Caregivers Month

Family care givers work tirelessly and unselfishly
caring for loved ones and often need relief from the physical
and emotional stresses associated with this responsibility.
Catholic Charities recognized this need and established its
Volunteer Respite Care Program. The program provides
family caregivers with trained, reliable, and caring
volunteers who provide short-term relief (2-4 hours weekly)
from caring for an older or disabled adult in the caregivers
home.

Volunteers are not expected to perform any medical
treatments or to dispense medication. Volunteers are
matched with families in their own communities, and within
the volunteer’s own schedule of availability. If you are
interested in helping others by becoming a respite care
volunteer, contact Joanne McCamey at 12-456-6974 to
register for free training.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Senior Youth

e How much do you trust yourself? How
much do you trust others?  More % ai “i
importantly, how much do you trust ®
God? TONIGHT is our Life nght|
Join us from 7:30-9pm in the youth room. Don’t miss
this amazing experience. Dare to trust!

e PLANNING MEETING TONIGHT! Interested in
helping to plan our winter and spring activities?
\\ll Do you have something that you have always
K«” ‘7{ wanted youth ministry to do? We will be
/planning tonight for these upcoming events.
Meet in the youth room at 6:45pm before our

Life Night and be part of making it happen!

o All Night Bowling-Monday, November 26-12:30am-
4:30am-Nesbit’s Bowling Lane-$10 includes bowling,
shoes, pizza, pop and snacks-Bring your friends.

Junior Youth

e Help serve our parish. Join us 3
Wednesday, November 21st from 7:30- < ﬁ;
9pm as we prepare the annex for the = j‘rﬁr
Thanksgiving Brunch. Stick around and
we’ll be playing all the youth ministry favorite games
to conclude the night.

e Don’t miss the Future You Retreat for 7th and 8th
grade students. Information was sent home in the mail
to all students this week.

St. John the Baptist School News
Thanksgiving break begins
Wednesday with 11:30 a.m. dismissal ‘,ﬁf B
Classes continue on J "5;
Tuesday, November 27 Qg *

o Did you know that a business can give from its state
tax bill directly to our Catholic school? That’s right.
For more information concerning the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program, call Dr.
Ron Bowes at 412-456-4090 or go to
www.newpa.com. Nearly $2.3 million in tuition tax
credit assistance grants have been distributed to more

than 6,000 children in every parish of the diocese.
Please consider helping to support this great program.

e Lucky Lottery Calendars are on SALE
NOW! Read more about this exciting all year
round new fundraiser on the insert in this weeks
bulletin. Calendars are on sale at the school and
rectory.

L




Mass 9 for the
T ntentwns Week.
SUNDAY - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (11/18)

5:00 p.m. 20th Anniversary of Joe and Vicky Kotvas (Children)
7th Grade Declaration of Intention
7:30 a.m. Anthony and Helen Urban (Regis and Nancy Urban)
9:00 a.m. Robert Yasick, Sr. (The Scherger Family)
Jr. Choir
10:30 a.m. George Rusnak (Family)
12:00 p.m. For the Parish
1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick
MONDAY - Weekday
7:00 a.am. Sam Guerriero (Pat Guerriero)

9:00 a.m. Rita Matter (Balenciaga Family)
TUESDAY - Weekday (11/20)
7:00 a.am. Joseph B. Kurimsky (Edward Habjan)
9:00 a.m. Joseph S. Kaiser (Family and Friends
WEDNESDAY - Presentation of the Blessed Virgin

7:00 a.m. Bernard Smith (Thomas Hanlon Family)
9:00 a.m. Helen Pivik (Max and Diane Pivik)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Cecilia, virgin/martyr (11/22)
9:00 a.m. Thanksgiving
For the Living and Deceased Members of the Parish

(11/19)

121

FRIDAY - Clement, pope (11/23)
9:00 a.m. Mary Jane Peternel (Helen Smith)

SATURDAY - Andrew Dung-Lac/companions (11/24)
9:00 a.m. Mary Kil (daughter, Dolores and Family)

SUNDAY - Christ the King (11/25)

5:00 p.m. 50th Wedding Anniversary of Walter and Gloria Kortze
(Children) Interpreted Mass
7:30 a.m. Andy Nowicki (Bernard and Carmen)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. Jayne Binkley (Jim Binkley and Family)
12:00 p.m. Joseph G. Aschenbrenner, Jr. (Children)

NEXT WEEKEND

INTERPRETED MASS
Next Saturday’s 5:00PM Mass will be
‘U interpreted for those needing this assistance.
6“ Please sit in front of the ambo where you will
| be able to see the interpreter. All parishioners
are asked to keep these pews available for

those in need and their families. Thanks!

DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE
Ladies of Charity COOKIE SALE

December 1 & 2 after all Masses
Fresh, home-baked cookies will be on sale
for the holidays! .
Anyone who loves to bake and who S =
can help us with the baking are asked to | 11-*‘
please call, JoAnn Meinen at 412-793-%
8257 or Pat Keefer @ 412-793-4417.
Please take your cookies to the rectory on Friday,

November 30th BEFORE 4:00PM or to the Annex on
Saturday, December 1st by Noon. Thank you.

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to
Christ. We are committed to keeping our faith
alive and growing through prayer, sacraments,
faith formation and service. Through
evangelization and stewardship we encourage
full and active participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ
by strengthening the faith of our parishioners
while reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for our Seminarians

Michael R. Peck
Michael A. Zavage
Saint Vincent Seminary, 300 Fraser Purchase Road
Latrobe, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing
from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS
Please join Mario Parrotta in prayer
this week as he displays the Vocation {3""%}
Cross in his home and pray for Religious
Vocations. Parishioners interested in

hosting the Vocation Cross in their home
may call Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110.

Prayer for Vocations

ountiful God, You are boundless with your

blessings and faithful to your promises. Through
our ancestors in faith we have come to know and to
trust in your guidance on our life’s journey. At Jesus’
baptism you confirmed him in his mission.
Commission us through our baptismal graces to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

Open our hearts to recognize your holy calling.
Bless our church with devoted married couples,
committed single men and women, and dedicated
deacons, priests, sisters, and brothers.

Guide those who are discerning how best to serve
you. With your favor, we set out to proclaim your
reign through Jesus, your beloved Son in the power of
your Holy Spirit. Amen




THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY T IME

NOVEMBER 18, 2007

St. John's Preschool

Tuesday, November 20 at 11:30 a.m.

Three Year Olds Praver Celebration

Pour Year Olds and Pre-K. Celebration

Wednesday, November 21 at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Please join us as “God'’s Little Ones” give Him praise and

thanks. We would be so happy to see you there.

ATTENTION Rosary Society Members and

remains at $2.00 per person per year. The benefits §
for belonging are as follows:
1.
2.

3.

Perspective Members_2008 Dues ¢
Dues for the year 2008 is now payable and ¢

All members are included in a Mass in May ':
Members are included in Novena prayers ¢ o

and the weekly rosary. 8y = 201
Novena for the living and deceased // )
members of the society. =

who passes away and get well cards are sent to
members whose illness has been made known to us.

in May and October and for our Blessed Mother’s
birthday in September.

altar both in May and October for our members, living
and deceased.

and October.

A candle burns each week during the

Sympathy cards are sent to the family of a member
Part of the dues will also be used for flowers at the icon
The week long sanctuary candle will burn at the main
Please fill in the information below, place it with your

dues in an envelope marked “Rosary Society” and either
give it to Jackie Colbert or drop it in the collection basket
or take it to the rectory.

Thank you for renewing your membership or joining

this prayerful group. Come to the Novena each Wednesday
following the 9:00 a.m. Mass as often as you can and pray

the Rosary with us.

Please know that if you cannot be

there, you will be in our payers.

To Jesus through Mary.
If enclosing more than $2.00, please indicate if you are

paying for more than one year or if it is a donation. Thank you.

Name
Address

Phone #

Amount enclosed

Welcome to Saint John’s
Janeen and JordonRich
Robert, Viola, Marcello and Serena Valletta

Banns of Marriage
Il Kara Barwell and Kevin Colaizzi

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Mary Kay Sherrah.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: Luke Emmerling, Edward
Habjan, William Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt,
Dolores Burns, Veronica Sacsek, Rachael Faas, Raymond
Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus,
Emma Davis, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony
DiBello, Hank Cacciamani, Betty Telles, John Truxal.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Joseph and Jennie Slanina and Betty Pate
requested by Children

Flowers at the Altar
The flowers at the Altar
are given in honor and glory
of Our Lord, in loving memory of
George Rusnak
requested by Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

Did ya Know?

A new and up-coming feature in our bulletin beginning
December 2nd is going to be the helpful and informative
column called: Did ya Know?

Written by two “sorta” knowledgeable Catholics from
our parish who are willing to take the time to research and
answer any and all of your “Catholic” questions. (There are
no Restrictions to the questions asked.)

For example: What does “Alleluia” mean? Do ya
know? Answer: Alleluia is a Hebrew word meaning
“Praise the Lord.” Amen is also a Hebrew word meaning
“So be it.”

Address any questions to — Did ya Know? Place them in an
envelope and place them in the collection basket or drop
them off at the rectory.

When we are without questions we will share our own
personal tid-bits for your interest.

Sincerely,
Abbot and Abbess




