ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

PARISH MISSION

I hope and pray that the next four days are used well for
the betterment of the soul and union with God. Our Mission
is scheduled for three evenings — Monday, Tuesday,

7, Wednesday, with Mike Patin, a dynamic

: speaker, husband and father, who will guide us
these nights. You won’t be able to say this guy
doesn’t know where we’re coming from — he
is not ordained, not in a religious community.
He is a member of the LAITY, living a life not
much different than many men who travel
for business. The only noticeable
difference will be his Louisiana accent.

His message will touch young and old
alike. Bring friends and other family
members.

BABYSITTING is not provided since we’re
encouraging our teens and confirmation students to A
also attend. If your kids can behave for an hour, you &/ ,ﬁ%
have it made. Bring something to keep them amused gg\
(crayons, etc.) The cry room will be available, butis  ©
meant for disruptive children and not as a playroom. We
have to believe that parents taking children there still wish
to hear the message.

SOCIALS are planned for interaction and sharing each
evening after the presentation in the church.

NUTS AND BOLTS

T See the bulletin for opportunities for the
Sacrament of Penance, particularly our communal
service next Thursday — a wonderful way to
close off our Mission.....and see the BLUE

= INSERT concerning our work at revamping the
= Sunday Mass schedule.....and notice one page

in the bulletin has unifying theme. Which page is it and
what is the theme?
SOUND SYSTEM

I forgot to mention last week that we’ve had our ((‘(t?
sound system checked over, and we’re waiting on a
few parts. When these are replaced, we’ll also have
some adjustments made on the angles of the big box
speakers suspended from the ceiling. We’re hoping this can
be accomplished soon.
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP DAY

Removing ourselves from the familiar parish grounds,
and allowing for solid dialogue, was a well made decision
acted upon last Sunday when the parish leadership —
Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, and Staff, — spent a
Spirit-filled day at the Kearns Spirituality Center. We were
joined by a few invited parishioners who had expressed an
interest, and were able to provide some expertise, in certain

matters to be discussed.

Our roles, the uniqueness of our calls — as
referenced to Bishop Zubik’s interview in the

and the challenge to live

our vocations (ordained, single, married,
consecrated life) in a sharing that goes beyond
comfortability, were all part of the package and the day.

We fine-tuned our vision, reviewed accomplishments
and works-in-progress, and set target dates for the
implementation of a number of goals. All was done in light
of our resources, abilities, and the spiritual formation we
continue to use as a foundation. Yes, we prayed, and
probably said many, “Help me understand this Lord,” or
“Guide me through this, God.”

Do you know where your /_ ent went? On/q one week of
Lcnt and Ho/q ché are all that remain until Eastcr.

Who in their right mind sings an Advent hymn in the
middle of Lent? Yours truly. No one said I was sane. It
came to me as | saw promises from God being fulfilled all
week long. The words inspiring the hymn come from the
prophet Isaiah.

Ironically, Wednesday morning’s reading for mass also
came from Isaiah, and included very much of what is talked
of above. It’s all about FULFILLMENT. It was (is) a good
reminder for us.

LENT/EASTER ARE NOT EVENTS. Nor are Advent/
Christmas. They are parts of one action of God offering us
salvation. We always need to be mindful not to separate or
dissect God’s action.

The promise of the Lord is being
fulfilled in untold ways without our
knowing. Its completion is in those who
seek the Lord, live with the Lord, and find
the celebration of salvation a daily
occurrence. We need to remember that the words of Isaiah
have greater meaning and purpose than what we may see
printed. God IS with us. Have a great remainder of Lent!

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom




THIS AFTERNOON
Understanding the Triduum — 2:00PM — in the Church
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THIS EVENING
Solemn Vespers — 7:00PM — in the Church

The opportunity to be present to the Lord, to find
peace for the night, and strength for the days ahead, can
be found here for all. It’s the Lord’s Day, but we are fed
and nurtured through psalms, prayers, scripture, and a
prayerful community.

Offertory Report
DATE: MARCH 2,2008
Sunday collection $12,143
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $ -619
Capital Improvement $ 1,011
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
FRIDAY, March 14 — 2:00PM and 7:00PM

If you've been saying all Lent that
you were going to get to pray the
Stations of the Cross — and haven't —
this is your last opportunity.

“Bless me Father, for I have sinned.”

Lent is a time of confession, penance, and
reconciliation. It calls for admitting our sins, doing
some form of restitution, and being reconciled with God
and man. There is limited availability for the sacrament.
The communal evenings are strongly recommended. ;

CLUSTER SCHEDULE
The sacrament of Penance (Confession / Reconciliation) will be

celebrated in communal form — with individual confessions — at
the tollowing times. Fach will have many priests available to assist
with the sacrament.  The communal service allows us the
availability of many priests, and gives all of us the opportunity to
do what we should always do — pray for one another:

Services begin at 7:00PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 13 — St. John the Baptist

MONDAY, MARCH 17 — North American Martyrs

AT ST. JOHN'S
Only two priests will be available at this times
SATURDAY — MARCH 15— 9:30AM and at 11:.30AM

Readings for the Week of March 9

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45

Monday:  Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62 or 13:41c-62
Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95/Jn 8:31-42

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16/Rom 4:13,16-18,22/
Mt 1:16,18-21,24a

Next Sunday: Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66

[
N \
HEIEES
Sunday, March 9, 2008
9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment - RMR
10:15 a.m. Baptism Prep - RLR
2:00 p.m. Understanding the Triduum - church
7:00 p.m. Vespers
Monday, March 10
5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission - church
Tuesday, March 11
9:45 am. Mom’s Group - convent
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission - church
Wednesday, March 12
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission - church
7:00 p.m. RCIA, Mission - church
Thursday, March 13
6:30 p.m. Webelos - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Parish Penance Service - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - annex
7:45 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
Friday, March 14
8:00 a.m. Preschool In-service - annex
2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross - church
3:00 p.m. Fish Fry - cafeteria (until 8 pm)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross - church
Saturday, March 15
1:00 p.m. Market Day pick-up - cafeteria
6:00 p.m. Athletic Association Pizza party - cafeteria
Sunday, March 16
9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
1:15 p.m. SYM St. Anthony tour
1:30 p.m. 2nd Grade Family Retreat - cafeteria
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CHIMBOTE MISSION APPEAL
If you forgot your Lenten
collection box .......... PLEASE
return it to either the
Religious Education Office or
to the Parish Office early
this week.

Money collected goes directly to the
Chimbote Mission for their medical and
birthing center.

Nothing remains in Pittsburgh.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
Faithful Citizenship

In times of terror and war, of global
insecurity and economic uncertainty, of

e A
disrespect for human life and human
dignity, we need to return to basic moral
principle. Politics . . .should be about F,ithful

fundamental moral choices. How do we (¢, ens]n
protect human life and dignity? How do

we fairly share the blessings and burdens of the challenges
we face? What kind of nation do we want to be? What kind
of world do we want to shape?

VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS AND
ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Voter registrations and absentee
ballots available on tables at all
exits. These are for those people
who have not registered to vote for
this upcoming election.

Join the Fight to Protect Marriage

Over the years and across cultures and very different
religious beliefs, marriage has been and still is the
foundation of the family. The family, in turn, is the basic
unit of society. Thus, marriage is a personal relationship
with public significance.

Courts in nearby states have redefined
marriage as something other than a relationship
between one man and one woman. Precisely
because the family is the primary cell of
human society we all must be involved in
establishing the definition of marriage which
reflects the values of the people of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

The Pennsylvania Legislature is considering SB 1250
which will amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to define
marriage as the union between one man and one woman, and
will prevent civil unions, which are in effect the same as
marriage. Your state representative and state senator need to
hear from you that marriage makes a difference. Log onto
www.pacatholic.org to send a message telling your
legislators to support the marriage amendment and check
out www.PA4marriage.org for more ideas about how you
can get involved in the effort to protect and preserve
marriage.

ADDRESSES OF STATE REPRESENTATIVES
Please send post cards to your state senators
supporting the Marriage Protection Amendment, SB
1250. Thank you.

Allegheny County

Costa, Jay, Jr. (D) District 43—Senate Box 203043
Ferlo, James (D) District 38—Senate Box 203038
Logan, Sean F. (D) District 45—Senate Box 203045
Orie, Jane C. ® District 40—Senate Box 203040
Pippy, John ® District 37—Senate Box 203037
Fontana, Wayne (D) District 42 Senate Box 203042

Soup Kitchen Thank you

Sister Liguori Rossner, Executive Director of Jubilee
Soup Kitchen, wants to thank St. John’s
parishioners for the donation of $374.50
collected on Souperbowl Day of Caring.
Sister wrote *We appreciate your
congregation’s generosity and compassion.
In our eyes, they are the true champions of
the day for joining together to fight hunger and poverty in
our community.”

If you would like to volunteer at Jubilee Soup Kitchen
and have any questions, please call 412-261-5147 between
9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. throughout the week.

And Thanks to our Seventh Grade Students for
their involvement in this project!!

Guest Speaker/Luncheon

Saturday, March 15th, Engineers’ Club, 337 Fourth Avenue,
Pittsburgh. Speaker: Dr. Edward Kelly, Volunteer Medical Direc-
tor of Catholic Charities Free Health Care Center. Information:
Dee Gallagher at 412-628-7132. Sponsored by Catholic Business
and Professional Women’s Association.

Volunteers Needed to Assist Catholic Hospice

Catholic Hospice, a non-profit, Medicare-certified hospice
program that focuses on providing quality end-of-life care, is
currently inviting community members to become active in their
volunteer program. Volunteers may choose to assist in patient care,
bereavement, clerical, fundraising and public relations roles.
Training is provided. As a non-profit program volunteer support is
greatly appreciated and necessary in meeting the needs of our
patients. What sets Catholic Hospice apart is our approach to
care—ministering to the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of
patients, we never lose sight of the person behind the illness. If
you know someone who could benefit from Catholic Hospice’s
care, or have interest in serving as a volunteer, call 1-866-933-
6221.




SIJIBES NEWS

St. John the Baptist School
OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 29, 2008
From 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Please feel free to stop by.
If you are unable to come to the
ﬁ«’t school, please call the office at
412-793-0555
to schedule a school tour

<« MARKET DAY PICK-UP, Saturday, March 15th at
1:00 PM.

« LOTTERY CALENDARS ARE NOW
$20.00. Pick one up at the school or rectory om
office. There are ten months left to win! =g
What a bargain!

¥

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners:
From February 25th to March 2nd

Paul Goettler #124, Unsold #994, Jenny Mariani #271, Kay
Kotvas #866, Unsold #026, Doris Neuman #596, Marilyn
Hartman #643.

Homemade Baked Goods Needed

Our school’s annual Fish Fry is set for Friday, March
14th in the school cafeteria. Homemade baked goods, such

as whole pies and cakes, cookies,
= brownies and breads are needed. These
¥— items were a huge hit last year! You can
drop off your donation on Thursday,
March 13th from 3-6 p.m. and Friday, March 14 from

9-3 p.m.

CHERUB CHOIR SCHEDULE
R D ot ALL THURDAY PRACTICES
@g FROM 3:45TO 4:15PM
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Meet in the annex at 10:15 a.m.

PARISH MISSION
March 10-11-12
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY
7:00 PM — Church

Featuring Mike Patin

YOUTH MINISTRY

Senior Youth

TONIGHT-TONIGHT-TONIGHT v

SERVICE SESSION ‘
This evening, SUNDAY, MARCH9 ™ .

7:30pm-9pm

Youth Room

We'll be making Easter Eggs for the soldiers. Bring candy
that will fit in the eggs. They'll be travelling oversees to
those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

MONDAY, MARCH 10-12

PARISH MISSION

Don't forget about our Parish Mission beginning Monday
night and continuing through Wednesday night. Each
night begins at 7pm. Mike Patin is an amazing speaker.
His message is relevant to all ages, INCLUDING
TEENS! I promise an amazing experience if you attend!

SUNDAY, MARCH 16
PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATION
Leave North American Martyrs 1:15pm
Palm Sunday Celebration- Sunday, March 16th. All high
school youth are invited to join the churches in
, East Suburban Deanery for this wonderful day. A
< P bus will leave North American Martyrs at 1:15
pm. We will tour St. Anthony's Chapel which has
the greatest collection of relics in the world, outside the
Vatican. We will participate in Stations of the Cross at St.
Anthony Chapel. After Stations we will go to Laser
Storm in the North Hills. The cost of the day is $15
which includes transportation, dinner and two games of
laser tag. All permission forms and money are due
tonight to ensure your space. Extra forms are at the
rectory.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

BISHOP ZUBIC WELCOME

1:00pm to 5:30pm =
Mark your calendar for the Bishops Welcome on Sunday,
April 6th at Bishop Canevin High School. Youth from
around the diocese will come together to welcome Bishop
Zubic. It will be a great day for all. We will be leaving St.
Johns at lpm and returning around 5:30pm. The

afternoon includes a concert with the Christian
band "Who Do You Say I Am", a prayer
service lead by the youth of our [ ® diocese (with
some of our young people from St. Johns
providing the music) followed by a reception.

The event is free. Email Christie if you would like to
attend.

Junior Youth
ALL-NIGHT BOWLING!
April 5th (Saturday AM)




SUNDAY - Fifth Sunday in Lent (03/09)
5:00 p.m. For the Living and Deceased of the Parish
7:30 a.m. Dolores Burns (Daniel Ristway)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Snyder Family
(Sam and Nancy Cariati)
10:30 a.m. Josephine McDermott (Family)
12:00 p.m. Theresa E. Myers (Ken Myers Family)
7:00 pm. 1
MONDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/10)
7:00 a.m. Carl F. Subic (Madelyn Schaffer)
9:00 a.m. Deceased of the Michael L. Holodnik Family
(Ed and Pauline Holodnik)
TUESDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/11)
7:00 a.m. Angeline Hromyak (M/M Edward Turzak)
9:00 a.m. Jose Rodriguez (wife, Josefina)
WEDNESDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/12)
7:00 a.m. Genaro Balenciaga, Jr. (Wife and Children)
9:00 a.m. Joseph Kurimsky (Elsie Veitch)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/13)
7:00 a.m. Apollonia DaDamo (Family)
9:00 a.m. Mariano Greco (wife, Franca and Family)
7:00 p.m. -
ERIDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/14)
7:00 a.m. Aggie Sechoka (Renee Demichiei Farrow)
9:00 a.m. Dorothy Hafer (Al and Ruth Mack)
2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross

7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
SATURDAY Joseph, husband (03/15)

9:00 a.m. Martin and Mary Clancy (Chlldren)
9:30am. .0 C
SUNDAY - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (03/16)
5:00 p.m. Joseph A. Schaffer (Madelyn and Family)
(
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
9:00 a.m. Richard J. Hufnagel (Charles and Bernice)
10:30 a.m. Ken Rosendale (Noreen and David Saville)
12:00 p.m. Gerri Johnston (Family)
7:00 pm. 1

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to
Christ. We are committed to keeping our faith alive
and growing through prayer, sacraments, faith
formation and service. Through evangelization and
stewardship we encourage full and active
participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

SEVEN CHURCH VISIT

The plan for parish clusters is that
‘;\ parishes within a cluster collaborate with
AW

one another and share their resources.

*_ One of the parishes within our cluster is

Our Lady of Joy. St. John the Baptist

@ ' Parish will join with Our Lady of Joy

= Parish this year for the annual Seven
Church visit on Holy Thursday evening.

Anyone interested in the church visit is asked to call

Jean Shanley of Our Lady of Joy Parish at 724-327-1370 to

reserve a seat on the bus. A donation of $3.00 is asked to

help with the cost of the bus.

On Holy Thursday evening following the Mass of the

Lord’s Supper, the bus will depart from Our Lady of Joy

Parish and come here to St. John the Baptist Parish where

you may board the bus. Other parishes
that will be visited are St. Januarius, St. B‘II======_!
Bernadette, North American Martyrs, St.
Coleman, and St. John Fisher. The bus
will end at Our Lady of Joy Parish, but it will return St. John
the Baptist parishioners back to the parish parking lot.

If you plan to make these church visits, call today to re-

serve your seats. Don’t delay!

*

Pray for our Seminarians

Nicholas J. Argentieri
Christopher D. Donley
North American College, 00120 Vatican City State
Europe (An air mail stamp must be used)

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Gibson Family in prayer this
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their ﬁ-i@
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of
2008! Thank you for your support of Religious
Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall for
scheduling the cross in 2009.

Prayer for Vocations
h God, Father of all mercies, provider of a bountiful harvest,
send your graces upon those you have called to gather the
fruits of your labor; preserve and strengthen them in their lifelong
service to you.

Open the hearts of Your children that they may discern Your
Holy Will; inspire in them a love and desire to surrender
themselves to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus Christ.

Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life
guided by Your divine Word and Truth. Through the intercession
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, and Saints,
humbly hear our prayers and grant Your Church's needs, through
Christ, our Lord. Amen.




FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 9, 2008

Confirmation Quiz — No. 9
Okay, let's get down to the nitty-gritty and call on
those things some do and some consider optional.
THIS WEEK’S QUIZ:
List the precepts of the Church

LAST WEEK: Can you recite the Nicene
Creed and Apostle’s Creed? ( 3
Nicene Creed

We believe in on God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father,
Through him all things were made. For us men and for
our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he was bon of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered, died, and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in fulfilment of the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of thd
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell;
on the third day He rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God,
the Father Almighty; from thence He hall come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.

Welcome to St. John’s
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Easter Flower Memorials

Please return your Easter Flower
envelope with the name(s) of your loved
ones printed clearly on the front of the
envelope. It would be very helpful if you
could return your envelope before March
16th. The names will be published in the Easter Sunday
bulletin. Thank you.

2008 Festival BASKET AUCTION!

Donations are now being taken at the rectory. We
are in need of new items to fill baskets. We also need
large baskets AND baskets already full of items!
Please be generous. We want to make this the best
auction yet. You can drop off your donations at the rectory with
your name attached. If you have any questions please feel free to
call Denise Lucas at 724-339-4835. Thank you.

GATHERING OF MEN
CATHOLIC MEN PUT OUT INTO DEEP WATER
Are you one of those guys who would like to spend
some extended focused time on God and
maybe even go on retreat but can’t seem
to get away from Friday night to Sunday
afternoon? If so, why not consider at-
tending the third annual Gathering of
Catholic Men at the Palumbo Center of
Duquesne University on Saturday, April
12th. We will be leaving St. John’s at 7:45 a.m. that morn-
ing. Doors open at 8:30 am. Gathering begins at 9:00 a.m.
and wraps up with Mass at 4:00 pm.

Great speakers, good music, decent food and wonderful
fellowship. It is well worth the effort.
Contact Jack Patnik, 412-793-0476 for details.




