
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH               PITTSBURGH, PA  

Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 Again, thanks to all who did anything 
to help make our Lent, Holy Week, and  
Easter celebrations so special.   
They were indeed, inspired liturgies that  
moved the heart closer and closer to the  
sharing of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and  
the love of God. 
 The dynamic atmosphere  
during the Triduum liturgies gave a  
true sense of what occurs when the  
community of faith gathers together and  
truly supports each other in its celebration of  
praise, adoration, and thanks to our Almighty God. 
 As one person said, since it was all she could  
say with tears in her eyes, “WOW!”  I agree. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Thanks for the many Easter goodies we received in the 

rectory.  They’re providing strength for Fr. Bill after 
his bout with the flu, and making my doctors go 
spastic on the sugar level.  I also received many 
invitations for Easter dinner, and appreciate these.   

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Finally, thanks to the men who gave up their Easter 
Sunday morning to help direct traffic and park 
cars.  I know they catch some grief while making 
this sacrifice.  I really hope that all can 
appreciate the very efficient work that they do. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Congratulations to Austin, Jonathan, Scott, John, Terry, 
and Rob, who now share with us in full communion in our 

Catholic faith.   
 And “Thank You” for the great witness you 
provide in taking the necessary steps to share a faith 
that you sought.  We “Catholics-by-Birth” often do 
not realize the effort and commitment needed to 

truly live a committed faith.  Those received into the Church, 
please be assured of our prayers as you continue in your 
journey to the Lord.  And if we’re ever found not providing 
you support and encouragement, tell us. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 We encouraged families to attend the Triduum, even with 
little ones.  Some did.  The children were well behaved and 
remained attentive for the most part.  One family was in the 
cry room for the Easter Vigil, which was great for the young 
ones to see all the action.  Contrary to what the parents may 
have wanted, they stayed awake throughout the two hour, 
twenty minute liturgy.   
 We were encouraged over the weekend.  An  
estimated 3,400 people attended the five liturgies.  That’s 
almost half of all registered members — and more than 1,500 
above a regular weekend.  While encouraged, we know the 
people are in our neighborhoods. We must go out evangelize.    

 
 
 

 
     

                                           It’s everyone’s work as Church. 
       And now we look to others  
           celebrating the sacraments of  
             initiation.  Baptisms are  
      scheduled all during April. First  
     Eucharist will be celebrated at the  
          5:00PM Saturday and 12:00 Noon  
      Sunday liturgies beginning next
   weekend and continuing throughout 
A  April,  and Confirmation will be  
 celebrated  at St. John the Baptist on 
Thursday,  April 10 with Bishop David Zubik 
at 7:00PM. 
 These sacraments remind us of our own 
participation in the active life of the Church, 
the people of God.  Please be sure to make a 
personal effort to congratulate those you may recognize who 
share in the sacraments of life. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Hopefully, the corrections to the sound system will be 
made in time for when Bishop Zubik is here to celebrate the 
sacrament of Confirmation.  It’s going to run us just over 
$5,000.  We’ve found we’re underpowered.  One of the main 
speakers is hardly putting out sound, so a second 
amplifier will be added.  The wireless system is 
just old and inadequate, so that will be replaced.  
The speakers in the sanctuary will be rewired so 
each receives the needed amps, and the major speakers will be 
redirected so we’re not hearing the sound after it bounces off 
the back wall. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Have you made your pledge and payment for the 2008 
Parish Share Program yet?  We rely on excess PSP money to 
help meet the needs (like above) which assist parishioners in 
our worship and other events.  Money that is received above 
our $95,174 assessment stays with St. John’s to be used as 
needed. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Take a close-up look at the Easter Candle.  The 
relief work around the cross features the Stations of 
the Cross. The candle is five feet tall. weighs 43 lb. 
and top-heavy with the ten lb. brass follower. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 I encourage the men of the parish to attend the diocesan 
Men’s Gathering at the Palumbo Center  April 12.  Hope to 
see you there.     Love & prayers, 
         Fr. Tom 



Offertory Report  
 

DATE: MARCH 23, 2008 
 

   Sunday collection   $12,444 
   Needed for Budget   $12,762 
   Over/Under               $ -318 
   Easter       $12,273 
   Holy Land     $  1,912 

 

Second Collection 
Capital Improvement April 5/6 

 

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners 

Daring to be in union with our Lord 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

 

Friday, April 4— 8:00 p.m.  
until Saturday, April 5 — 8:45 

a.m. 
 

 We’ll never know ourselves until we grasp the reality of God within.  

The business of our lives can eliminate this search completely if we do not 

take the necessary time for personal prayer and intimacy with God.  

Eucharistic Adoration is giving God the glory and praise, but also finding 

God’s life as the source of strength and peace in our own lives.  Take an 

Readings for the Week of March 30 
Sunday:  Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday:  Is 7:10-14;8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14,22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/ Lk 24:13-35 

GATHERING OF MEN  CATHOLIC MEN PUT OUT INTO DEEP WATER 
April 12, 2008 

 It’s too late to get the discount, but it’s not too late to go to the third annual Gathering of Catholic 
Men at the Palumbo Center of Duquesne University on Saturday, April 12th. If your spiritual life is 
neutral and/or it needs a boost to reach that next level and/or you need the fuel to keep going on 
the journey, why not consider attending the third annual Gathering of Catholic Men at the Palumbo 
Center of Duquesne university on Saturday, April 12th. You know where you are now in your 

spiritual journey. Take steps to secure your final destination. Great speakers, good music, decent food and 
wonderful fellowship. It is well worth the price. Contact Jack Patnik at 412-793-0476 for details. 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
 There will be a Protecting God’s Children Workshop at 
Our Lady of Joy Parish on Thursday, April 24th at 7:00 

p.m. All volunteers and teachers who work 
with children must attend this workshop.  
 If you are considering teaching CCD in 
the fall please consider taking this course 
now. 
ATTENDANCE AT THIS SHOULD BE 

CONSIDERED VALUABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF 
THE PARISH. 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, March 30, 2008 
 5:30 p.m. SYM, bus leaves for St. Winifred 

Monday, March 31 
 5:00 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. 1st Holy Communion practice  -  church 

Tuesday, April 1 
 9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 1:30 a.m. Bereavement Support  -  convent 
 4:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 7:00 p.m. Altar Server training  -  church 
 7:00 p.m. CCD Home School  -  annex 

Wednesday, April 2 
 3:00 p.m. Altar Server training  -  church 

Thursday, April 3 
 6:00 p.m. Scouts  -  cafeteria 
 6:30 p.m. Webelos  -  cafeteria 
 7:45 p.m. Scouts  -  cafeteria 
 7:00 p.m. Cantors  -  church 
 7:30 p.m. Choir  -  church 

Friday, March 4 
 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration  -  church 

Saturday, March 5 
 12:30 a.m. JYM All Night Bowling 

Sunday, March 6 
 10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy  -  RMR 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex 
 2:00 p.m. Confirmation practice  -  church 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers  -  church 

Sunday Evening Vespers 
 Join with our faith community as we enter into 
the Ancient Prayer of the Church next Sunday at 
7:00PM.  Vespers sung benefit even non-singers. 
It’s a great way to continue the Easter celebration. 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

 

Bereavement Support Group 
 St. John’s Spring Bereavement Support Group will 
meet on Thursday, April 3rd and six consecutives 
Thursdays after that. We will meet in the convent from 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. Please call Sister Janet at 412-793-4511 

ext. 225 if you will attend. It is important that if 
you begin the Support Group that you come for 
all seven sessions if you wish to profit from the 
get-together. If you are able to commit to the 
time available, kindly mark your calendar. We 

are going to meet in the afternoon to accommodate those 
who find it difficult to come out at night.  
 Our Lady of Joy will begin their Bereavement 
Support Group on March 26th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. If 
evenings are better for you, please call Our Lady of Joy 
at 412-795-3388 to register. 
 

Wisdom, Age and Grace 
15th Annual Conference 

 The annual Wisdom, Age, and Grace conference, 
covering educational and spiritual topics of interest to 
older adults will be held May 9, 2008 at Four 
Points by Sheraton—Pittsburgh North, Mars, 
PA.  This annual Conference, sponsored by 
Catholic Charities Elderly Services Program 
will be focusing on: “The Peace We Seek.” 
 Many workshops dealing with prayer and peace in 
one’s life will be available for you to choose several of 
interest.   Bishop Zubik will begin the Day of Wisdom, 
Age, and Grace on May 9, 2008 with Morning Mass and 
Homily.  To guarantee your registration, please stop in 
rectory office for a registration form and program for the 
day.  All registrations must be in Monday, April 28, 
2008. 
 

Faithful Citizenship  
Catholic Teaching on the Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable 

 Scripture teaches that God has a special 
concern for the poor and vulnerable. The 
Church calls on all of us to embrace this 
preferential option of the poor and vulnerable, 
to embody it in our lives, and to work to have 
it shape public policies  and priorities. A 

fundamental measure of our society is how we care for 
and stand with the poor and vulnerable.—USCCB 

Administrative Committee, Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic 

Call to Political  Responsibility, p. 7 

Mom’s Group 
 The Mom’s group meet every Tuesday from 
9:45 to 11:30 a.m. in the convent. If you have 
children ages infant to three years old, join us for 
relaxed setting and  conversation while our children 
play and socialize. Any mom in the parish with 
children this age is welcome to join us! Friends, relatives, 
neighbors are welcome! For more information, call Patty 
Messina at 412-798-2818. 

 

Evening of Reflection for those who are Separated or Divorced — The annulment process, or Declaration of Marriage Nullity, it is 
properly called, is often misunderstood. Anyone interested in learning about this process is invited to attend a special program at St. Paul 
Seminary on Wednesday, April 16th from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The presenter will be Fr. Brian Welding, Tribunal Judicial Vicar for the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. This program is free and open to the public. A free will offering will be accepted. More information, 412-456-3160 
or email familylife@diopitt.org. 

Diocesan Adult Faith Formation Series 
 Often Catholics and Christians in general lack imagina-
tion about how to bring the Gospel to places that re not spe-
cifically “religious.” Dr. Jim Towey, resident of Saint Vincent 

College in Latrobe has spent years working on 
ways to incarnate the love of Christ in policy and 
politics. He worked for12 years as legal counsel to 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta and lived two years in 
her missions caring for those dying of AIDS. As 
Directory of the White House Office of Faith-based 
and Community Initiatives, he sought to apply the 

lessons learned from Mother Teresa to the problems of Amer-
ica’s poor. Join us for Jim Towely’s presentation Mother 
Teresa: Being an Icon of Christ in a World that Needs His 
Love to be held at St. Paul Seminary Auditorium, Wednesday, 
April 9th at 7:30 p.m. Continuing education credit is available 
for priests, deacons and catechists. The lecture is free—all are 
welcome to attend. Bring a friend. 

THE PARISH MISSION CONTINUES 
ST. JOHN THE BAPIST 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION TEAM 
Presents 

THREE FOLLOW UP SESSIONS  
TO THE MISSION ON 

MONDAY, APRIL 7, 21 AND May 5 
BEGINNING AT 7:00 PM IN THE ANNEX 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Morning of Reflection for Mothers and Adult Daughters, on 
Saturday, April 12th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at St. Paul of the 
Cross Retreat Center, South Side. Offering is $35 for Mother and 
Daughter; $40 for family (includes 11:00 a.m. brunch). Speakers; 
Maureen Wood, Mother and Director of the Office of Family Life 
for the Diocese of Pittsburgh with Beth Wood, Adult Daughter and 
Middle School Teacher, in Baltimore. Please register in advance, 
412-381-7676 or email: stpaulrcpa@cpprov.org. 



NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
 

Afternoon Sessions 
Wednesdays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 April 2   
 April 9 
Evening Sessions 
 Tuesday, April 1, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, April 8, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, April 15, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

SJBS NEWSSJBS NEWSSJBS NEWSSJBS NEWS    

◊ 8th grade Confirmation — Thursday, April 10th at 
7:00 p.m. in the church. 
 

◊ Scrapbooking in the cafeteria — April 11 from 7-10:00 p.m. 
 
◊ 7th/8th grade Jr. High dance — Saturday, April 

12th 

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners: 
From March 17th to March 23rd. 
 

Unsold #954, Mark Plasynski #490, Ed and Ken Merenick #830, 
Cil Gentile #257, Justin Suprak #610, Unsold #967, Theresa 
Wright #346. 
 

You can still buy a calendar for $20—you have 9months to win—

that is 275 days to feel lucky and win! 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Senior Youth 
TONIGHT, Sunday, March 31 

St. Winifred’s in Mt. Lebanon and Us:  combined 

Youth Ministry 

Leave SJB at 5:30pm return 9:30pm 

Will is giving a talk on “Youth Alive” 

We’ll play games, meet new friends and also learn 

about the upcoming NCYC in Kansas 

City, Kansas.  Fall 2009! 

Everyone is welcome!!!  

 
Sunday, April 6 

Bishop’s Welcome by the Youth of Pittsburgh 

Leave SJB at 12:40pm 

Bishop Canevin High School 

Concert, prayer service and food. 

Praise Band cantors will be leading music at the 

prayer service. 
Please let me know this week if you plan to attend. 

 
Sunday, April 13   

YOUTH MINISTRY SUNDAY NIGHT 

MOVIES WITH  A MEANING — “Signs”  

6:30-9pm   

Youth Room  

 

SUNDAY, April 20 

Sunday Night 

"20 Years from Now" 

7:30-9pm 

Youth Room 

 
Junior Youth 
ALL NIGHT BOWLING 

Saturday, April 5(Friday late night) 

12:30am-4:30am 

Nesbit's Bowling Lanes 

$10 per person includes bowling, 

shoes, pizza, pop and snacks. 

Meet there with permission form and money in 

hand. 

Extra forms are available at 

www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net/youth 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER—THE 300 CLUB 
What is the 300 Club? 

The 300 Club is a fundraiser for the church, it is also a “fun” 
club for the people who join. The goal is to have 300 members 
who each pay $20 a month for 12 months or $200 up front, 
which is a savings of $40. Each week (52 weeks) there is a 
drawing and the winner receives $200. There is a banquet with 
dancing at the end of the year where more prizes are given. 
Interested? Call Gerri Kopelic at 412-795-2672. 

Fashion Show Fund Raiser on Saturday, April 12, Omni Wm Penn 
Lower Ballroom. Benefit for Little Sisters of the Poor. Auction 
prizes, Share the Wealth, Fashions by Talbot’s. Door opens at 10:30 

a.m. $30 which includes lunch. Respond by April 5. Information: 
Ann Young, 412-682-3458 or Dee Gallagher, 412-628-7132.  

“Faithful Attraction” 
 The question is often asked as to how our parish attracts others to inquire about the Catholic Church through 
RCIA each year. The short answer is you! Each member of our parish community is called to take seriously their call 
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and the fullness of the Christian Faith which is found in the Catholic Church. 
An evangelizing parish is a parish which invites and welcomes others. This invitation takes place in gatherings of 
family and friends, in the workplace and in your neighborhood. 
 If you know someone who has not been baptized, someone who as been baptized in another Christian tradition 

who has questions about the Catholic Church, or someone baptized Catholic but who has not received the sacraments of Confirma-
tion and Holy Eucharist, please take seriously your call of invitation given to you by Christ. “Go out to the whole world and pro-

claim the Gospel to all creation.” Mark 16:15. If you, or someone you know, has questions about the Rite of Christian Initiation, 
please call Ronald Donatelli, Coordinator of RCIA, at 412-793-1617 ext. 260. or via email at rondon216@aol.com. You may also 
find out more about RCIA on our parish website and in the brochures provided at the church entrances. 



 
 
 
 
SUNDAY – Second Sunday of Easter (03/30) 
 5:00 p.m. Harry and Jeanna Muzyn  
   (Charles and Anna Marie Schollaert) 
 7:30 a.m. Adam Phillips (John and Bernie Flajnik) 
 9:00 a.m. Timothy O’Toole (Family) 
 10:30 a.m. For the Living and Deceased of the Parish 
 12:00 p.m. Minnie Intorre (Elizabeth Barry) 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 

MONDAY - Annunciation of the Lord (03/31) 
 7:00 a.m. Anna and Mary Ristway  
   (Anne Ristway and Family 
 9:00 a.m. Mary Spak (Mickey and Katie Horvat) 

TUESDAY - Easter Weekday (04/01) 
 7:00 a.m. Don Regan (Diane Gault) 
 9:00 a.m. Jennie Slanina (Susan and Alan) 

WEDNESDAY - Francis of Paola, hermit (04/02) 
 7:00 a.m. Lucas Simmons (Ruth and Al Mack) 
 9:00 a.m. Harry Bucher (Family) 
 9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

THURSDAY - Easter Weekday (04/03) 
 7:00 a.m. Norville Duncan (Linda and Christ Neff) 
 9:00 a.m. Evelyn Kneep (Bonnie Steen) 

FRIDAY - Isadore, bishop/doctor (04/04) 
 7:00 a.m. Emma Smith (James Taylor)    
 9:00 a.m. John Plake, Jr. (M/M Raymond Colbert and Family) 
 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration   
SATURDAY - Vincent Ferrer, priest (04/05) 
 9:00 a.m. Loretta Watkins (Dian Regan and Family) 

SUNDAY - Third Sunday of Easter (04/06) 
 5:00 p.m. Eileen Finster (Family)  
   First Holy Communion 

 7:30 a.m. Helen Hromyak (Bob and Marlene Lepovsky)  
 9:00 a.m. Albert Barlich (Wife and Daughters)   
 10:30 a.m. Helen Fabich (anniv.)  
   (Gorczynski and Fabich Families)   
 12:00 p.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

Parish Mission Statement 
 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum 
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to imitate our 
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to 
Christ.  We are committed to keeping our faith 
alive and growing through prayer, sacraments, 
faith formation and service. Through 
evangelization and stewardship we encourage full 
and active participation of all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by 
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while 
reaching out to all God’s people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

Pray for our Seminarians 
 

Joseph M. Freedy 
Brian W. Noel 

North American College, 00120 Vatican City State 
Europe (An air mail stamp must be used) 

 

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners and 
are grateful for all prayers. 

 

VOCATION CROSS 
 Please join the Borriello Family in prayer this 
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their 
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The 
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of 
2008! Thank you for your support of Religious 
Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall for 
scheduling the cross in 2009. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

O h God, Father of all mercies, provider of a bountiful harvest, 
send your graces upon those you have called to gather the 

fruits of your labor; preserve and strengthen them in their lifelong 
service to you. 
 Open the hearts of Your children that they may discern Your 
Holy Will; inspire in them a love and desire to surrender 
themselves to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus Christ. 
 Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life 
guided by Your divine Word and Truth. Through the intercession 
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, and Saints, 
humbly hear our prayers and grant Your Church's needs, through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Additional Easter Flower Memorials 
In loving memory of:  

  Loretta Watkins and Thomas Gault 

FESTIVAL MEETING 
 It’s that time!  Actually, Easter came 
when normally we’d be meeting, and since 
Easter is more important than the festival, 
well, you know what got pushed back. 

 So plan now.  Our first meeting is scheduled for 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8 at 7:00PM in the Annex. 
 Discussion will be open concerning just about anything, 
but the main focus will again be the raffle and anything we 
may wish to add this year! 
 

BASKET AUCTION!! 
 The Family Festival is fast approaching, and we need to 
begin collecting things for the Basket Auction. We 
are in need of new items to fill our baskets. We also 
need large baskets AND baskets already full of 
items!  Please be generous. We want to make this 
the best auction yet. You can drop off your 
donations at the rectory with your name attached. If you 
have any questions please feel free to call Denise Lucas at 
724-339-4835......Thank you for your help. 



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                  MARCH 30, 2008 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St. 

John’s: 

    Rege and Dominic Corso 
    Robert and Lindsay Fulton 
    Ryan Manganaro 

 
Baptism 

 We welcome into our faith community with great joy the 

newly baptized: Austin Pryzmenski. May God send his peace upon 

you and your loved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Rest In Peace 
 Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed, 

especially Barbara Wiesenbach who died on March 22nd. 
 

Praying for the Sick 
 Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at 

home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth 

(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Veronica Sacsek, Rachael Faas, 

Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann 

Dominkus, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony 

DiBello, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard Novotny, Ernest 

Gigliotti, James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins, 

Marie Sevcik, Alexis Dickinson, Steve Kocis. 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week 

in loving memory of  

David Schade 

requested by Karen, Kim and Jacob Schade 

The Richard A. Schaeffer Memorial Fund 
 The second Richard A. Schaeffer Memorial Fund Annual 
Spring Fling Dinner/Dance/Raffle event will occur on April 19th 
at Colton Hall in Claridge, PA (ten minutes from Murrysville). 
Rick was a vital part of our community and was taken from us 
much too soon on October 2, 2004. The Richard A. Schaeffer 
Memorial Fund awards scholarships to young students who are 
studying mass spectrometry. Please join us on April 19th. The 
tickets are $25 per person. Please call Alice Schaeffer at 412-798-
0990 or email Alice 540Saol.com for tickets or more information. 

Confirmation Quiz — No. 12 
 Two months ago, we were asked to 
name the Gifts of the Spirit.  From these 
come the “Fruits of the Spirit” —the product 
of living the gifts. 
 
  THIS WEEK’S QUIZ:    
 Name the FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
 

LAST WEEK’S QUIZ:  Name the Holy Days of Obligation 
as prescribed for dioceses in the United States 
  
Holy Days of Obligation 
 Mary, Mother of God (January 1) 
 The Ascension of Our Lord (40 days after Easter) 
 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
                 (August 15) 
 All Saints (November 1) 
 The Immaculate Conception of Mary (December 8) 
 Christmas (December 25) 
 If you pay attention to these dates, they are all 
“moveable,” meaning the date is set and moves 
according to the calendar.  Easter is a “set” day every 
year — Sunday.  Holy Days of Obligation can be 
celebrated on any day of the week other than Sunday. 
 

 Here’s where it gets a little confusing. 
1) The obligation to attend Mass on the following Holy 

Days is removed if the Holy Day falls on a Saturday 
or Monday.  This pertains to:  The Feast of Mary, the 
Mother of God, (Jan.1), The Assumption (Aug. 15), 
and All Saints, (Nov. 1). 

2) The Ascension of our Lord is always 40 days after 
Easter — therefore, always on a Thursday, and 
usually in May. 

3) The obligation to attend Mass on the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception remains even if it falls on a 
Saturday or Monday.  However, if it falls on a Sunday, 
the observance is on the next Monday, and the 
obligation to attend Mass is removed. 

4) The obligation to attend Mass on December 25 
remains no matter what day it is. 

5) These Holy Days were established according to the 
Bishops of the United States and the Vatican.  Each 
country’s bishops may choose according to their own 
custom.  Each diocese can, according to its needs, 
with prudence and just cause, move Holy Days to a 
Sunday for pastoral reasons, such as many locations 
in this country where travel would inhibit a pastor from 
reaching one of his three or four parishes. 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at Our Lady of Joy from Noon to 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 6th in the Fr. Marchukonis Hall. Cost; 
$6.00/adults $3.00/children. Take out is available. Sponsored by 
OLJ Junior Youth Ministry and CCD Program to benefit the 
Withum Family who have and are going through very difficult 
losses and medical problems. 

Saint Joseph High School Senior Class of 2008 will produce 
Amanda’s Night, Thursday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m. at The Casino 
Theater, Vandergrift. This evening will benefit the Amanda Marie 
Moser Scholarship Fund. Amanda was a member of the class who 
passed away in an automobile accident in December. Classmates 
will showcase their talents to commemorate Amanda’s life. Call 
724-224-5552 to reserve your ticket. Suggested donation is $10 
per ticket. 

 


