ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

The most important days of our liturgical year —
of our faith — are upon us. Holy Week concludes our
season of Lent and ushers us into the Triduum. These
are most important because they bring us redemption
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

I pray that everyone will make a most concerted
effort to participate in our Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Easter celebrations of faith, particularly if
possible the Easter Vigil Holy
Saturday night. These are days the
entire family should celebrate and
make a part of their faith experience.

We begin with Holy Thursday,
that night when we celebrate the
Lord’s Last Supper, and the mandate
of the Church in service — looking to
others and the Church before self, as
remembered in the washing of the feet. Those having
their feet washed represent the full scope of our parish.

We enter Good Friday without a mass, and focus
on our veneration of the cross, the instrument of death
that brought salvation to the world. Eucharist that is
shared was consecrated at the Last supper, tying into
one action meal and sacrifice. Our evening Tenebrae
service has us as a people lamenting Christ’s death, the
fulfillment of God’s plan.

Again, mass is not celebrated on Holy Saturday, a
day of prayer and separation from the mundane
activities we are so accustomed to have in our lives.
The Easter Vigil (which is at 8:00PM) is meant to
begin in darkness so we may more fully recognize and
celebrate the light of Christ returning in glory. This is
a liturgy of all the senses — smell, sight, touch,

THIS EVENING
Solemn Vespers — 7:00PM — in the Church

Palm Sunday is the gateway into our
observance of Holy Week and the events that bring
our redemption through the giving of life by Jesus
Christ. Our prayer and response to God’s offering us
salvation should be heightened during this week. Vespers
provides one of many opportunities for our entering into the
mystery of love that God is for all people.

Remaining Date
i for Reconciliation
Cluster Penance Service at 7:00 PM:
Monday, March 17 at North American Martyrs

hearing, and taste. It is filled with experiential words
and actions drawing us into the mystery of our God’s
plan for salvation being completed in and through Jesus
Christ.

Bring the family. A pillow for the little one to fall
asleep works. Sleep happens to the best of us. This is
an adult liturgy, but it is also one for the entire
community of faith. The action and rich symbolism
allows some younger members to remain attentive and
watchful.

Congratulations to our Junior High students at St.
John’s School, particularly our eighth grade students,
for the meaningful presentation of the Passion Play last
Friday afternoon and evening. I spoke afterwards of
the maturity they showed making sure the entire
presentation went off without a hitch, with very
minimal adult supervision during it. It’s a good
indicator of what can happen when they set their minds
to something. And thanks to their teachers for the
added work they took on.

The Sacred Heart statue is a great
reminder of all that the Lord took on
himself for our sake. The fullness of
God’s love and life is seen in the giving of life
completely for us, taking on our sin so we can grow in
his divine life.
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Our Parish Mission was wonderfully attended and
the message was one that people of all ages were able
to take with them and live. Choosing Mike Patin was
indeed inspired by the Holy Spirit. So we ask God’s
blessing to continue to rest with him as he traverses the
country leading people to God.

We also ask God’s blessing, and offer our thanks, to
all who were involved in any aspect of preparing for the
mission and the receptions each evening.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom

Easter Church Decorating
March 18 — Tuesday — 1:00PM
— Rectory Meeting Room to freshen up
wreaths (glue guns are helpful)
March 19 — Wednesday — 7:30PM
— in the Annex to prepare banners
March 21 — Good Friday Night — 8:15PM
— in the Church to hang what's been prepared
and to arrange flowers.
All are welcome to participate.



SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
CATHOLIC FARISH

444 Saint John Street (Unity Center Road and Millers Lane)
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15239

Parish email address: stjohnthebaptistparish@comcast.net
Parish Web Site: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net

WORSHIP

Sunday Liturgy: Saturday 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and Noon

Weekday Liturgy: Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Always check weekly schedule for any changes.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 9:30-10:00 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. to Noon, or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sundays of the month at
1:00 p.m. Contact the Rectory to schedule.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Contact the Rectory to schedule.

PARISH STAFF AND DIRECTORY
Rectory 412-793-4511

Parish Fax 412-793-4311
Parish Website: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net

Rev. Thomas J. Galvin, Pastor
Rev. William P. Siple, Parochial Vicar
Mrs. Ginger Vannucci, Office Manager

Music Office, Will Smith 412-793-1617 ext. 256
Social Ministry Office,
Sister Janet Barnicle, OSB 412-793-4511

Religious Education, Mrs. Jane Tarr 412-795-6376
email reled@stjohnthebaptistschool.org

School Office,
Mrs. Sandra L. Stonebraker, School Principal 412-793-0555
website: www.stjohnthebaptistschool.org

Preschool Office, Anna Mae Newmaster 412-793-2180

Youth Ministry/Stewardship,
Christie Smith 412-793-1617 ext. 261

Christian Initiation, Ron Donatelli, 412-793-1617 ext. 260

Offertory Report
DATE: MARCH 9, 2008

Sunday collection $11,086
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-1,676

Second Collection

March 21st Good Friday Collection
for the Holy Land. Please be generous

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

HOLY WEEK—PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Wednesday, open 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Good Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, closed

STAFF MEETING on Tuesday, March 18th at 1:00
p.m. Please call staff personnel before 1:00 p.m. or
after 3:30 p.m. Thank you.

Sunday: Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33,36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25

Thursday: Is 61:1-3a,6a,8b-9/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21

Friday: Is 52:13-53:12/Heb 4:14-16,5:7-9/Jn 18:1-19:42
Saturday: Gn 1:1-2:2/Ex 14:15-15:1/1s 55:1-11/
Ez 36:16-28/

Rom 6:3-11/Mk 16:1-8
Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a,37-43/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9
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Sunday, March 16, 2008
9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
1:15 p.m. SYM St. Anthony tour
1:30 p.m. 2nd Grade Family Retreat - cafeteria
Monday, March 17
5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Penance Service - North American Martyrs
7:00 p.m. Praise Band - church
8:00 p.m. Bell Choir - church
Tuesday, March 18
9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
1:00 p.m. Staff meeting - RMR
6:30 p.m. J.O.B. Meager Meal - annex
7:00 p.m. Penance Service - St. Januarius
Wednesday, March 19
9:00 am. PTG - RMR
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Holy Thursday, March 20
4:00 p.m. Office Closed
7:00 p.m. Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration
Good Friday, March 21
12:00 p.m. Office Closed
1:30 p.m. Passion of Our Lord
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae
Holy Saturday, March 22
7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - annex
9:00 a.m. RCIA rehearsal - church
12:00 p.m. Easter Food Basket Blessing - church
1:00 p.m. Office Closed
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil
10:00 p.m. RCIA/Parish Reception - annex
Sunday, March 23
Office Closed




The Lord Receives You with His loving Kindness.
Sacraments of Initiation will be celebrated at the Easter Vigil,

We Welcome into full communion the following
Elect and Candidates who have journeyed through the RC1A Program.
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Austin Pryzmenski Jonathan Crist Scott Cooper

Elect Candidate Candidate

John Hovis Robert Lauff Terry Snyder
Candidate Candidate Candidate

We telieve and profess all that the Foly Catholic Church
believes, teaches, and proclaims to be wevealed by God.

On Saturday, March 22, 208 at 8:00 p.m. we invite you to be a part of this holy witness and joy as the Elect and
Candidates in Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) are received into the full communion of Christian life in
the Catholic Church. The Elect will be baptized, while the Candidates, who are already baptized in another
Christian tradition, will profess the Catholic faith. Both the Elect and Candidates will then receive the sacraments
of Confirmation and Eucharist.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ has made all things new and we encourage everyone to celebrate the newness
of life in Christ at the Easter Vigil along with the new members of the Catholic Church.

Please pray for: Charles, Alicia, Melinda, Samantha, Gina, Mary, Kenneth and Sandra.

If you, or someone you know, has questions about the Catholic Church, please call Ronald Donatelli,
Coordinator of the Rite of Christian Initiation at 412-793-1617 ext. 260. All calls are welcome.



SEVEN CHURCH VISIT
St. John the Baptist Parish will join with Our Lady of Joy
Parish this year for the annual Seven Church
4@ visit on Holy Thursday evening.
Anyone interested in the church visit is
asked to call Jean Shanley of Our Lady of Joy
"_@ I Parish at 724-327-1370 to reserve a seat on the
bus. A donation of $3.00 is asked to help with
the cost of the bus.

On Holy Thursday evening following the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, the bus will depart from Our Lady of Joy Parish
and come here to St. John the Baptist Parish where you may
board the bus. Other parishes that will be visited
are St. Januarius, St. Bernadette, North
American Martyrs, St. Coleman, and St. John ig=—

Fisher. The bus will end at Our Lady of Joy

Parish, but it will return St. John the Baptist parishioners back
to the parish parking lot.

If you plan to make these church visits, call today to
reserve your seats. Don’t delay!

Marriage in Pennsylvania

The Pennsylvania Legislature is considering SB 1250,
which will amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to
define marriage as the union between one man and
one woman, and will prevent civil unions, which are
in effect the same as marriage. Your state
representative and state senator need to hear from
you that marriage makes a difference. Fill out the
post cards provided at church entrances or Log on to
www.pacatholic.org to send a message telling your legislators

to support the marriage amendment.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
+

Politics...should be about an old idea with
new power—the common good. The central 44
question should not be, “Are you better off
than you were four years ago?” It should be, _ = _
“How can “we”—all of us, especially the weak ('i]-"].”.h I_'}'] !
and vulnerable—be better off in the years R
ahead? How can we protect and promote human life and
dignity? How can we persue greater justice and peace?”
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THANKS, FOR YOUR HELP!

Thank you to all those who donated candy and
plastic Easter eggs to the Easter Eggs for our Soldiers
project.  Our high school Youth Ministry
Program sent out just over 50 dozen filled
&> Easter eggs. The troops receiving them are
} serving our country all over the world. Thank
< you to Paula Dowdell for passing on the
information about the project and to the teens who put
together hundreds of eggs!

Men’s Fellowship
Join us on Saturday, March 22 at 7:30 a.m. in the
annex to begin your day in a peaceful and comforting
setting. All men of the parish and friends are welcome.

GATHERING OF MEN
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Have you been interested in going on retreat but
have found the cost to be more than your
budget can bear? If so, why not consider
attending the third annual Gathering of
Men at the Palumbo Center of Duquesne
University on Saturday, April 12th. If you
register by mail before March 29th the cost is only $40.
After that, the cost is $55. Great speaker, good music,
decent food and wonderful fellowship. It is well worth
the price. Contact Jack Patnik at 412-793-0476.

Easter Blessing of the Families
On Easter Sunday, March 23rd, Bishops David
Zubik, Paul Bradley and William Winter will welcome
T ﬂ families of the Diocese to their Annual

Blessing of Families at St. Paul Cathedral,
Oakland beginning at 3:00 p.m.

as they greet and bless your family
personally, they affirm and support you as a
household of love and witnesses to your
faith. All families, nuclear, single parent, blended,
extended, etc. are invited to come and experience the
Bishops’ expressing of appreciation for the gift that you
are and the gifts that you bring to our Diocese. Each
family attending will receive a special memento to take
home and the children will receive a sweet treat.

The Richard A. Schaffer Memorial Fund

The second Richard A. Schaffer Memorial Fund Annual
Spring Fling Dinner/Dance/Raffle event will occur on April
19th at Colton Hall in Claridge, PA (ten minutes from
Murrysville). Rick was a vital part of our community and was
taken from us much too soon on October 2, 2004. The Richard
A. Schaffer Memorial Fund awards scholarships to young
students who are studying mass spectrometry. Please join us
on April 19th. The tickets are $25 per person. Please call Alice
Schaeffer at 412-798-0990 or email Alice 540@aol.com for
tickets or more information.



Mass Intentions | ‘

SUNDAY - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (03/16)
5:00 p.m. Joseph A. Schaffer (Madelyn and Family)
Bell Choir
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
9:00 a.m. Richard J. Hufnagel (Charles and Bernice)
10:30 a.m. Ken Rosendale (Noreen and David Saville)
12:00 p.m. Gerri Johnston (Family)
7:00 p.m. Vespers
MONDAY - Monday of Holy Week (03/17)
7:00 a.m. Courtland Shoemaker (Brian and Nicky Heinack)
9:00 a.m. Lucille Crowe (Jane and John Truxal)
7:00 p.m. Anna Agnole (Linda Zanol)
TUESDAY - Tuesday of Holy Week (03/18)
7:00 a.m. William Pass (Bill and Barbara Dannhardt)
9:00 a.m. Mary Agnes Pikens (Elvira Smith)
7:00 p.m. Mary O’Block (husband, Paul and Family)
WEDNESDAY - Wednesday of Holy Week (03/19)
7:00 a.m. Edward Quinlan (The Golubski’s)
9:00 a.m. Joseph James Dawson (Family)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
7:00 p.m. Pam Newsom (Jay Adams)
THURSDAY - & / (03/20)
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
7:00 p.m. Clem Pittore (Weible Family)
Imelda Veith (Glenn and Eleanor Kuhn)
8:00 p.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
FRIDAY - . + & 2 ( (03/21)
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
1:30 p.m. Passion of Our Lord
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae
SATURDAY -$ 7/
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
12:00 p.m. Blessing of Baskets
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil
(Living and Deceased of the Parish)
SUNDAY - (03/23)

7:30 am. 9:00 am. 10:30 am. 12:00 p.m.
(Living and Deceased of the Parish)

3 - (03/22)

( /

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.
We are committed to keeping our faith alive and
growing through prayer, sacraments, faith formation
and service. Through evangelization and stewardship
we encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.
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PLEASE KEEP ALL OUR SEMINARIANS IN
YOUR PRAYERS THIS EASTER SEASON

Dean C. Caivano
Eric D. Campbell
Patrick D. Caruso
Jon T. Chuba
Kevin C. Fazio
Daniel C. Gallagher
Frederick W. Gruber
Preston J. Huck
Kenneth M. Malley
Kenneth W. Marlovits
David G. Rombold
Charles M. Scheerbaum
Michael S. Sedor
Michael J. Seeger
Brian E. Wolford
Thomas L. Gillespie
John F. Naugle
Michael J. Roche
Robert W. Fleckenstein
Daniel Langa
Michael R. Peck
Michael A. Zavage
Nicholas J. Argentieri
Christopher D. Donley
Joseph M. Freedy
Brian W. Noel
Nicholas S. Vaskov
Adam M. Verona
Michael R. Ruffalo

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

& Please join Nikki Zapata in prayer this
ﬁ—*—;} week as she displays the Vocation Cross in
her home and prays for Religious Vocations.
1 The Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY
week of 2008! Thank you for your support of
Religious Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in

the fall for scheduling the cross in 2009.

(

Loving God, you have blessed me with many gifts

and talents, fill me with your grace that I may
know how to use them for the glory of your name.
Jesus call, “Come follow me.” I want to follow him and
be faithful to my call. Help me to see in myself what
you see and give me the courage to follow wherever
you may lead. Bless the Church of Pittsburgh with
giving hearts to serve your people and spread you
Word whether as a priest, religious or lay minister. We
ask this in Jesus name. Amen.




PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

MARCH 16, 2008

SIBSNEWS

Easter Break
March 19th to the 24th
Report Back on March 25th
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Shirley Berzanick #937, Lenny and Cindy Wittman #790, Nick
Brlehc #181, Jenny Merola #201, Peg Nardozzi #814, Bea
Murray #628, Walter Haluck #370.

YOUTH MINISTRY
/
Sunday, March 16th
PALM SUNDAY EVENT
Meet at North American Martyrs at 1:15pm
Tour St. Anthony Chapel, Participate in Stations, go to Laser
Storm and have dinner. Don't forget your permission form, if
you did not turn it in yet and your $15.

Sunday, March 30

St. Winifred’s in Mt. Lebanon and Us: combined Youth
Ministry

Leave SJB at 5:30pm return 9:30pm

Will is giving a talk on “Youth Alive” T P‘t"
We’ll play games, meet new friends and also ¥

learn about upcoming NCYC in Kansas # A

City, Kansas. Fall 2009!

Everyone is welcome!!!

Sunday, April 6
Bishop’s Welcome by the Youth of Pittsburgh
Leave SJB at 1pm
Bishop Canevin High School
Concert, prayer service and food.
Praise Band cantors will be leading music at the Prayer
¥ i service.

Sunday, April 13

YOUTH MINISTRY SUNDAY NIGHT
MOVIES WITH A MEANING-"Signs”
6:30-9pm — Youth Room

Sunday, April 20
YOUTH MINISTRY SUNDAY NIGHT
“20 Years From Now” 0 8

7:30-9pm — Youth Room Z
4
ALL NIGHT BOWLING

Saturday, April 5
, 12:30am-4:30am
& 233 Nesbit's Bowling Lanes
e $10 per person includes bowling, shoes, pizza, pop
and snacks. Meet there with permission form and
money in hand. Extra forms are available at
www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net/youth

(

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially 4 - who died on March 9th, and 7
5 daughter of Mary Whitaker, who died on March 9th.

% /

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth
(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Veronica Sacsek, Rachael Faas,
Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann
Dominkus, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony DiBello,
Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard Novotny, Ernest Gigliotti,
James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins, Marie
Sevcik, Alexis Dickinson.

/

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Avilla Guntz
requested by husband, Bill

Confirmation Quiz — No. 10
Since we're celebrating sacramental life at Easter,
let’s try this one on for size.
THIS WEEK’S QUIZ:
Name the seven sacraments and group
them into initiation, healing, and service, 3
and provide explanation of what is received. (

LAST WEEK’S QUIZ:
List the precepts of the Church.

1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation.

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year.

3. You shall humbly receive the Lord Jesus in Holy
Communion at least during the Easter season.

4. You shall observe the Holy Days of Obligation.

5. You shall observe the prescribed days of fasting and
abstinence.

6. The faithful have the obligation of supporting the
Church.

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS

Sunday, March 30th a second collection will be
taken for the families who are suffering the loss of their
homes and personal belongings from a gas explosion on
Mardi Gras Drive in Plum. Please be generous and please
keep the residents of Mardi Gras drive in your prayers.

Basket Bingo
St. Bernadette’s PTG is sponsoring a Basket Bingo on
Sunday, April 6th in the Lourdes Center cafeteria. Tickets
are $25 each and include 20games of bingo plus lunch, des-
serts and beverages. For tickets or more information, please
call Elise Alfer at 412-374-8343 after 5:30 p.m.




