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Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 It’s Monday night, the members of our Senior High 
Youth Ministry are in the backyard having a good time as 
part of their overnight lock-in and Mozart is on the radio.  It 
has been, and is, an enjoyable evening.  We’ve just finished 
a meeting with representatives of the cluster parishes 
finance councils who have been listening to Fr. John Haney 
and Mr. Francis Nowak, the pastor and head of the finance 
council of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin Parish in 
Whitehall. In contrast to what you may think, the discussion 

has been more about prayer and trust in 
God than it has been about money and 
finances. 
 The very last line of last Sunday’s 
gospel helps in keeping all of life in 
perspective.  
 “Without cost you have received;  

     without cost you are to give.” 

 The sound of teens enjoying time with each other in a 
world filled with struggle and pain and pressure cannot be 
considered a cost.  Mozart is a gift passed on by the giving 
of others concerned with the treasure of music that speaks to 
the heart and soul.  The sharing of the life of Christ in all its 
forms was not given with a price tag.  Faith and trust in God 
are gifts without compromise meant for us to give away, not 
give up on.  The Church has been entrusted to us through 
the caring of others.  Ours is to do the same.  There is no 
cost set on what we are to do in the limited time we have. 
 So Fr. Haney and Mr. Nowak were all about being 
aware of what God gives, and what we return to God.  God 
does not want the gifts of time, talent, and treasured given, 
to be returned unused. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 The School Advisory Board is now making plans for 
the celebration of our school’s 50th Anniversary next year.  
You’ll see more information coming in and through the 
bulletin.  You’ll also see school representatives at the 
Family Festival soliciting names and 
addresses of former students.  With the many 
activities planned, they’d like to send out a 
schedule of events to all alumni. 

 If you know of former students — your 
sons and daughters as well as former 
neighbors and friends — please provide this information 
to the school. 
 Drop of names and addresses at the rectory during the 
summer months.  Or simply put them in an envelope 
marked “SJB ALUMNI” and drop them in the Sunday 
collection basket.   Kathy Edmundson is coordinating this 
project. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 There are many priest transfers this year.  Some are the 
“normal” changes.  Others are setups for changes to come.  
These are ones that we must be aware of in the sense that 

most are not expected, but are pointing to 
the future. 
 So as boxes are packed for moves 
across the diocese, there needs to be a 
growing awareness that sooner or later 

every parish is going to be confronted with new goals and 
expectations. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 We’ll miss his dry humor, but understand the need to 
clear the calendar a bit.  So we say “THANK YOU” to Jack 
Patnik for his work as facilitator of our 
Pastoral Council over the past two years, 
and promise prayers for him as he moves 
forward in the diaconate program and 
ordination as a deacon.  He won’t be 
totally out of the activity of the parish, but weekly 
obligations will now consume much more of his time, as it 
will Tim Noca, and has been for Joe Vannucci who has been 
involved for the past two years. 
 We’re praying about who is to be selected as the next 
facilitator.  And prayer is such a fundamental requirement 
for the success of our work and the work of every parish. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Special thanks to the Mass Schedule Committee for their 
hours of hard work addressing the issue of trimming a mass 
from our Sunday schedule, totaling the numbers of the votes 
of parishioners, and providing insight to pastoral council. 
 Thanks as well to the members of Pastoral Council.  
Council did not come to a unanimous decision, but to a 
consensus.  It would be hard to come to an unanimous 
decision with so many personal preferences, and ways of 
considering our situation.  As was mentioned last week, 
work remains in fitting everything into the schedule.  
Council members will again likely come to a consensus, 
looking at what is best for the parish as a group. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Gestures is a game.  But it also tells a whole lot about 
how people perceive things.  Four guys played 13 women to 
a draw in this game during last Tuesday’s Staff Get-A-Way.  
But don’t let anyone give you some story about a fast clock. 

~~~~~~~~~   
 I’ll finish this and then go to church for some needed 
prayer time — to give thanks first among many other things.  
My IV drips and home care have ended.  Another week and 
my allergy shots are completed.  If God so desires, I’ll have 
tomorrow to catch up on the things that did not get 
accomplished today. 
 I acknowledge that many others will not be so fortunate.  
Tomorrow may not be such a good day for them.  Their IV 
drips and home care and shots will continue well beyond the 
days to come.  Many will unlikely make it to tomorrow.  
Proper perspective is so vitally important. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
        Love and prayers, 
               Fr. Tom  



 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 22, 2008 
   St. John the Baptist nativity celebration 

   following all Masses in the annex 

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex classroom 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 

Monday, June 23 
 6:30 p.m. Festival Set-up 

Tuesday, June 24 
 5:15 a.m. SYM Cedar Point trip 
 9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 6:30 p.m. Festival Set-up 

Wednesday, June 25 
 6:30 p.m. Festival Set-up  -  convent 

Thursday, June 26 
 2:00 p.m. Social Concerns  -  RMR 
 6:30 p.m. Festival Set-up 

Friday, June 27 
 6:30 p.m. Festival Set-up (if needed) 

Saturday, June 28 
 7:30 a.m. Men's’ Fellowship  -  RMR 

Sunday, June 29 

Offertory Report  
 

DATE: JUNE 15, 2008 
 

   Sunday collection   $10,159 
   Needed for Budget   $12,762 
   Over/Under               $ -2,603 

 

Second Collection 

Peter Pence, June 21/22 

2008 Mission Cooperation June 28/29 
 

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners 

Celebrating the Feast of the 
Birth of St. John the Baptist 

 

 There are only two other feasts to 
remind us of the birth of a person — 
Jesus and his mother, Mary.  John the 
Baptist is the third.  No other person, 
saint, is held in such high regard as is 
the Herald of the Coming of the 
Kingdom, the one who makes known 
the Savior.   

 John’s role is unique as it shows the hand of God 
in a very active role, designating John as the one who 
would lead the people to forgiveness of sins, and  
therefore, the openness to the Kingdom that was 
about to unfold before them in the person of Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah. 
 A prophet is sealed in specialness long before the 
birth occurs.  We know this from scripture.  We know 
John is no exception. 
 As we celebrate the birth of our patron saint, we 
too are reminded that as a prophetic people in the 
line of Jesus Christ, we have been known from before 
our birth, and given a specialness that is to stand out 
apart from the world. 
 We too are to herald the coming of the Lord into 
hearts that are stone, minds that are closed, lives that 
are restricted by worldly ways and attractions.  It is 
now ours as modern day prophets to call for renewed 
hope, insight, and openness to God’s plan for 
ourselves and all people. 

Readings for the Week of June 22 
Sunday: Jer 20:10-13/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8,13-15a,18/Mt. 7:1-5 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57- 66,80 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13;23:1-3/Mt 7:15- 20 
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-29 
Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday: Lam 2:2,10-14,18-19/Mt 8:5- 17 
Next Sunday: Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8,17-18/Mt 16:13-19 

NEXT WEEKEND 

INTERPRETED MASS 

 Next Saturday’s 5:00PM Mass will be interpreted 
for those needing this assistance. Please sit in front of 
the ambo where you will be able to see the interpreter. All 
parishioners are asked to keep these pews available for those in 
need and their families. Thanks! 

ATTENTION YOUNG ADULTS 
(18 TO 40 YEARS OF AGE) 

 

Theology on Tap  
RESUMES THIS SUMMER! 

 

 at Rivertowne Pourhouse ,Monroeville 
every Sunday in July (6, 13, 20, 27) 

starting at 7:00 PM 
 

A great way to relax and grow in the 
understanding of the Catholic faith! 

FESTIVAL GROUNDS SETUP, 

FOOD PREP AND NEW-TO-YOU 

SETUP ARE EACH NIGHT THIS 

WEEK.  PLEASE HELP! 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

JUNE—Torture Awareness Month  
Continued. 

 

     William Cavanaugh writes in the U.S. Catholic: June 2008 that the 
significance of Jesus’ crucifixion has a tremendous message concerning the 
issue of torture.  The cross is an instrument of torture.  The fact that our 
Savior was tortured to death should never be far from Christian discussion 
about torture. 
    If we meditate on the Sorrowful Mysteries, we will have a 
very good picture of what torture is all about:  Interrogation 
and brutality, both attempting to get answers that satisfies the 
torturer.  It was once said and quoted ever since, that if Jesus 
had been around in our day, we’d all be wearing little electric 
chairs around our necks instead of crosses.  We’ve allowed 
ourselves to get so used to the cross that we often lose touch with what it 
really means.  It was an instrument of torture—as was the Agony in the 
Garden, the Scourging at the Pillar, the Crowning with Thorns, the Carrying 
of the Cross and finally the Crucifixion. 
    Domestic violence that we all read about, see brutal pictures of abused 
spouses, videos of teenagers in brawls, and oh so many different violent 
atrocities seen on television, in the movies; there seems to be no end to it 
all. 
     We must try to do our little part, first of all concerning -- TORTURE IN 
TIME OF WAR -- debate is going on presently in the United States 
Congress, striving to get this country back to civility, as our country had 
been in the not so distant past. Let us write and tell our Senators Specter and 
Casey, Representative Jason Altmire (see addresses below) that you do not 
support torture.  If you are aware of domestic abuse (see phone number 
below) and/or any abuse, take a stand –call 911 and give an immediate 
report. 
   

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 1 800 654 1211 OR 412-687-8005 
 

SENATOR ARLEN  SPECTOR   SENATOR ROBERT CASEY, JR. 
711 HART SENATE OFFICE BLDG.  383 RUSSELL SENATE BLDG. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510    WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4254       202-224-6324 
 

The Honorable Jason Altmire 
1419 Longworth Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
202 225 2565 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
NEXT WEEKEND, AFTER ALL MASSES, PLEASE TAKE A 

MOMENT AND PICK UP A PRAYER CARD WITH AN ORANGE 

RIBBON ATTACHED THAT CAN BE FOUND IN LARGE BASKETS 

ON THE TABLES AT ALL EXITS. (Please keep in mind that the ribbon 

signifies remembrance for those tortured or abused in any way).  PRAY 

THE PRAYER OFTEN AND FEEL THE POWER OF GOD HEALING 

THE WOUNDS OF THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED OF PRAYER IN A 

SPECIAL WAY. A BLESSED WAY TO BE SHOWING CHRISTIAN 

CONCERN FOR THE PLIGHT OF OTHERS. 
 

 

 

Communities of Salt and Light Reflections on the 

 Social Mission of the Parish 
 “We cannot be called truly ‘Catholic’ unless we hear 
and heed the Church’s call to serve those in need and work 
for justice and peace. We cannot call ourselves followers 
of Jesus unless we take up his mission of bring ‘good news to he poor, 
liberty to captives, and new sight to the blind.”  

Understanding the  
Protection of All God’s Children 

 An insert offered from the Diocese of Pittsburgh will 

be included in the weekly bulletin for the education of all 

adults concerning child abuse and the responsibilities we 

have in Protecting all God’s Children.  Please take the 

time to read this each week. 
 

How Old Does a Child Need Be  

in Order to Stay Alone? 

 Don’t assume that when your child understands 
what you are saying, he is ready to walk out the door 
by himself. Besides the fact that many 
states have laws against leaving 
children of certain ages alone (for 
example, younger than 12), experts 
say children shouldn’t be left by 
themselves until they are capable of 
fighting off an abductor or handling a crisis 
situation. Experts also say children do not have the 
mental maturity to cross busy streets by themselves 
until they are about 10 or 12 years old. (Did you 
know that pedestrian injuries rank third in child 
fatalities, behind traffic accidents and drowning?) 
Finally, parents who are certain their young children 
would never walk away with a stranger will be 
shocked to learn that studies show they probably 
will. Stay alert and vigilant, even if you believe your 
child is aware of possible dangers from others. 
 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline 
1-888-808-1235 

 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
Our Lady of Joy Parish all at 7:00 p.m.: Thursday, 
June 26th and Wednesday, August 27th.  Call Greg 
Callaghan at 795-3388. 
 

All volunteers and teachers who work with children 

must attend this workshop. If you are considering 

teaching CCD in the fall, please consider taking this 

course now.  

      Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.  

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt,  faith.  

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light.  

And where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood as to understand,  

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive.  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 



St. John the Baptist Preschool  

REGISTRATION 
Wednesdays 

from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

In the Preschool building 

Also  Monday through Friday 
by appointment only 

 For more information, please call Anna Mae 

Newmaster, Preschool Director, at 412-793-2180 

or 412-793-5130. Scholarships are available. Why 

not give your child a head start with an early 

Christian childhood education at St. John’s 

Preschool? 

Congratulations to the following SJBS Lottery 

Calendar winners from June 9th  to June 15th: 
Lenard Borowski #315, Carole Shearer #862, Anna Marie 

Morrow #799, Ray Huber #571, R.A. Scariot #023, Unsold 

#112, Unsold #975. 

SENIOR YOUTH MINISTRY 
Don't Miss Any of the Upcoming Senior Youth Ministry Events 

ANYONE going into 9th-12th grade can attend any and all events. 
 

CEDAR POINT 
Tuesday, June 24—5:15am-Midnight 
Leave SJB by Coach Bus, travel to Cedar Point, enjoy park all day, 
leave Cedar Point at 9pm for Pittsburgh 
$60 per person + bring money for your meals 
THERE IS STILL ROOM ON THE BUS. GET YOUR 
PERMISSION FORMS IN TODAY!!! 
 

FEAR FACTOR 
Monday, June 30 
7:30-9pm 
Annex and grounds—Free 
 

FESTIVAL SET-UP 
Monday, July 7 
7:30-9pm—Grounds 
 

FESTIVAL PRIZE RUNNERS 
Wednesday, July 9-12—WOO HOO!!! 
 

CAMPING TRIP 
Raccoon Creek Park 
Thursday, July 17-Saturday, July 19 
Leave SJB at 12:30pm Return at 12pm 
$40 per person 

 

 
JUNIOR YOUTH MINISTRY 

Don't Miss Any of the Upcoming Junior Youth Ministry Events: 
 
WILLOW'S MINI GOLF 
Wednesday, June 25 
7:30-8:30pm 
Willow's Mini Golf—Meet there 
 
VIDEO SCAVENGER HUNT 
Wednesday, July 2nd 
6:30-9pm—Annex and Surrounding Areas 
Adult drivers and video cameras needed 
 

Festival Set-up 
Monday, July 7—7:00-9pm—Church Grounds 
 

FESTIVAL PRIZE RUNNERS 
Wednesday, July 9-12—6pm meet in annex hallway 
 

DINNER MAKING SERVICE PROJECT 
Wednesday, July 16 
7:30-9pm—Convent 
We will be making dinner for those in need. More info to 
come! 
 

PIRATES GAME 
Thursday, July 24 
Leave SJB 5:45pm—$15 per person 
Must turn in money for ticket by June 25 
 
 

TO GET YOUR NAME ON THE YOUTH MINISTRY EMAIL 
LIST OR TO RECEIVE REGULAR TEXT MESSAGES ON 
YOUR CELL PHONE ABOUT UPCOMING YOUTH 
MINISTRY EVENTS, email Christie at sjbyouth@comcast.net 

SJBS NEWS 
 

SEWING MACHINES NEEDED! 
 The sewing class is really in need of  
sewing machines for the upcoming school 
year. If you would like to donate a sewing 
machine to  the school, please drop it off at 
the school office at the following times: 
  

In June from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Beginning August 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Monday-Friday 
 

BRUIN FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 
 Bruin Football is now registering athletes 
for the upcoming fall season. All boys in grades 
three through eight who attend Catholic grade 
schools can play for Bruin Football, and all girls 
attending Catholic grade schools can cheer! 

Presently, the team is represented by students attending St. 
Maurice, St. Bartholomew, St. Bernadette, North 
American Martyrs, Word of God and St. John the Baptist. 
If you need more information, please call Bob and June 
DiGioia at 412-823-0319 or log onto www.bruin-
football.com 

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE 
 

Festival Service Project Forms should have 

been received in the mail this week.  It’s 

best to turn these in as soon as possible. 

This is a required confirmation project for 

students entering seventh grade this 

September. 



 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY - Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (06/22) 
 5:00 p.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish 
 7:30 a.m. Edith McCabe (Mark and Theresa Salerno) 
 9:00 a.m. Virginia Maiorino (anniv.) (John Maiorino) 
 10:30 a.m. Charles Martin (Mack Family) 
 12:00 p.m. Virgil Olnick (Joan Olnick Yushinski) 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 

MONDAY - Weekday (06/23) 
 9:00 a.m. Mary Jane Pattison (daughter, Joan Auth) 

TUESDAY - Nativity of St. John the Baptist (06/24) 
 9:00 a.m. Silas Clark (anniv.) (Herrmann Family) 

WEDNESDAY - Weekday (06/25) 
 9:00 a.m. In Thanksgiving for M/M Frank Grasinger 
   (sister, Kathy) 
 9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

THURSDAY - Weekday (06/26) 
 9:00 a.m. Anton and Frances O’Block (Family) 

FRIDAY - Cyril of Alexandria, bishop/doctor (06/27) 
 9:00 a.m. John Ristway (Anne and Family) 
SATURDAY - Irenaeus, bishop/martyr (06/28) 
 9:00 a.m. Velma Grabowski (husband, Fritz Grabowski)
 9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

SUNDAY - Peter and Paul, apostle (06/29) 
 5:00 p.m. Betty Pate (Alan and Susan) 
   Interpreted Mass 
 7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 9:00 a.m. Connie A. Karpiak (husband and Family) 
 10:30 a.m. Deceased of the Cariati Family 
   (Sam and Nancy Cariati) 
 12:00 p.m. Joan Sarkoze (Greg and Paula Bohatch) 

Parish Mission Statement 

 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in 
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to imitate 
our patron Saint John the Baptist who led 
others to Christ.  We are committed to 
keeping our faith alive and growing through 
prayer, sacraments, faith formation and 
service. Through evangelization and 
stewardship we encourage full and active 
participation of all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of 
Christ by strengthening the faith of our 
parishioners while reaching out to all God’s 
people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

Pray for our Seminarians 
 

Michael R. Peck 

Michael A. Zavage 
Saint Vincent Seminary, 300 Fraser Purchase Road 

Latrobe, PA 15205 
 

VOCATION CROSS 

 Please join the Loebig Family in prayer this 
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their 
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The 
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of 
2008! Thank you for your support of Religious 
Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall 
for scheduling the cross in 2009. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

L oving God, you have blessed me with many gifts and 
talents, fill me with your grace that I may know how to 

use them for the glory of our name. Jesus call, “Come 
follow me.” I want to follow him and be faithful to my call. 
Help me to see in myself what you see and give me the 
courage to follow wherever you may lead. Bless the Church 
of Pittsburgh with giving hearts to serve your people and 
spread you Word whether as a priest, religious or lay 
minister. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 

MEN’S MORNING OF PRAYER WITH  
BISHOP ZUBIK ON JUNE 28TH 

 On June 28th, please join Bishop Zubik and a group of 
Catholic men for a morning of Prayer in honor of Paul, the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. We will specifically pray for the 
conversion, formation and mobilization of Catholic men 
within our Diocese. The Morning of Prayer will take place 
at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish, 120 Abington Drive, 
McMurray. 
 

Schedule:   

• 8:10 AM Liturgy of the Hours, Morning Prayer 
• 8:30 AM Holy Mass 
• 9:00 AM Prayer for the intercession of St. Paul.  
 Recitation of St. Paul’s ‘biography’ (summary of who he is). 
• 9:10AM-10:10 AM Adoration, Exposition of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament 
 

 During Adoration: 
 Holy Rosary (Version made for men) 

 Litany of St. Joseph  

 Prayers of brothers—Intercessory requests 
 

• 10:10 AM Benediction 

• 10:30-10:45 AM Presentation of the CMF diocesan wide 
prayer and fasting mobilization plan. 

• 10:45 AM Fellowship   

 For more information, contact Ed Corbett, Catholic 
Men’s Fellowship of Pittsburgh Prayer Coordinator at 
eccorbett@verizon.net. 



TWELFTH SUNDY IN ORDINARY TIME                 JUNE 22, 2008 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members 

to St. John’s: 
     Kari Diskin and Kaden Walton 

     Melissa Carr 

     Aaron Smith 

 

Baptism 
 We welcome into our faith community with great joy the 

newly baptized: Adam Christopher Wass, Ryan Michael Wass, 

Maggie Mae Fitzgerald.  May God send his peace upon you and 

your loved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Congratulations 
 Congratulations and best wishes to Willis and Mary Smetak 

who will celebrate their 64th Wedding Anniversary on June 24th. 

May God bless you with all good things. 

 

Rest In Peace 
 Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed, 

especially, Robert Darrall who died on June 11th, Daniel 

Clifford, nephew of Cindy Anderson, Shirley A. Greenwalt who 

died on June 16th, Peter (Tony) DiBello who died on June 17th. 
 

Praying for the Sick 
  Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital 

or at home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth 

(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, 

Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkush, Mary 

Svoboda, John Hicks, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard Novotny, 

James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins, Marie 

Sevcik, Matt Drop, Maxine Drop, Matilda Contreras. Sofia 

Barkovich. 

  

Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week 

in loving memory of  

Clyde and Fran Sciullo  

requested by Family 

RCIA Testimonial  
by Jonathan Crist 

 

Just at the point I attempted to dismiss belief as a 
superstitious crutch of a bygone age, agreeing with the infamous 
philosopher Nietzsche that “God is dead”, I found myself face to 
face with the dilemma all over again.  To quote a source to be 
named later, “It is not until belief is rejected that its unrejectability 
becomes evident.”   After years of rigorous philosophical debate 
and thought; after years of tireless work to place the meaning of 
my life solely in the work of my hands; after years of rejecting 
God and belief as irrational and foolish, there remained an interior 
tug, a nagging of the soul, a refutation to every argument I had 
conceived.  To use the same aforementioned source I relate this 
story that I think, as well as the source, encompasses rightly the 
situation of man’s soul: 
 

An adherent of the Enlightenment, a very learned man, 
who had heard of the Rabbi of Berditchev (an important 
center of Judaism in the 18-19th centuries), paid a visit to 
him in order to argue, as was his custom, with him too, and 
to shatter his old-fashioned proofs of the truth of his faith.  
When he entered the Rabbi’s room, he found him walking 
up and down with a book in his hand, rapt in thought.  The 
Rabbi paid no attention to the new arrival.  Suddenly he 
stopped, looked at him fleetingly, and said, “But perhaps it 
is true after all.”  The scholar tried in vain to collect 
himself – his knees trembled, so terrible was the Rabbi to 
behold and so terrible his simple utterance to hear.  But 
Rabbi Levi Yitschak now turned to face him and spoke 
calmly: “My son, the scholars of the Torah with whom you 
have argued wasted their words on you; as you departed 
you laughed at them.  They were unable to lay God and his 
Kingdom on the table before you, and neither can I.  But 
think, my son, perhaps it is true.”  The exponent of the 
Enlightenment opposed him with all his strength; but this 
terrible “perhaps” that echoed back at him time after time 
broke his resistance. 

 
 Rightly so I asked, “Perhaps what?”  I was faced with more 
questions and thus confusion than I could handle and sought out a 
guide through this unfamiliar and rocky terrain.  I turned to the 
RCIA team members at St. John the Baptist Catholic parish, 
Unity.  My questions were not easy, pushing me, and sometimes 
the RCIA team, to the point of breaking.  They never did.  With a 
steady hand and indefatigable thirst for Truth they guided me and 
the other members of the class of 2008 through to the other side.  
If you have questions about the Catholic Church or the RCIA 
process contact the parish office or Ron Donatelli, the director of 
RCIA, directly. 
 The quote and story came to me only after I had been 
received into the Church.  While reading I was floored by how 
much I had resembled the “exponent of the Enlightenment” and 
how accurately the author walks through the stages of disbelief, 
my own arguments against belief, and then refutes soundly those 
arguments.  The book is Introduction to Christianity and the 
author is, then Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict 
XVI. 
Jonathan was received into full communion with the Catholic 

Church at St. John the Baptist this past Easter Vigil. 

School is Out….Camp “R” Is In 
 School is out. Camp “R” is in. Sessions are filling quickly. 
Many parents have chosen this great outdoor opportunity for their 
children. Camp “R” is a co-ed residential camp located in Laurel 
Hill State Park and accredited by the American Camping 
Association. Horseback riding, archery, boating, swimming, and 
team sports are just a small part of our 68th year. Call 412-621-
3342 to receive a Camp “R” brochure or to  talk to one of our staff 
members. Call today. 
 

Thinking about Separation or Divorce?  
 Retrouvaille is designed to help troubled marriages regain 
their health. It helps spouses uncover or reawaken the love, trust 
and commitment that originally brought them together. For 
confidential information about or to register for the upcoming 
program beginning with a weekend on July 11, please contact 
Retrouvaille at 412-277-3434. More information is available at 
www.helpourmarriage.com. 


