ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

This past Monday we celebrated Memorial Day, a day
when we remember in particular those who gave their lives
so that tyranny, discrimination, and suppression
® may not hinder the freedom, dignity, and

| respect that is due all people.

%=  Many of the funerals we celebrate at St.

: « John’s have a military honor guard at the

ol cemetery. Most of these are veterans of WWII,
although vets from the Korean and Vietnam
Wars, those wars we so often try to forget, are becoming
more frequent.

WWII vets probably will not be with us in ten years.
The question is, who will continue to bring a consciousness
to the world for an end of war? Veterans of Korea and
Vietnam are far less in number, and these conflicts were not
popular among the people. So often, the stories of bravery,
of conflict within themselves, of the need to seek peaceful
resolve, will not be heard as clearly in generations to come.

In this absence, our collective conscience will likely
forget — as it seems to be doing even now — of the
freedom that we have, and its great cost.

As a people, we cannot become so hard crusted that our
ambitions to achieve block out the fundamental reality of
our country — it came about, and its freedom maintained —
by the giving of life — for freedom for all people, and the
ability to lift up all of life.

A study reported in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette this
week reported that post-traumatic syndrome of veterans has

risen drastically in recent years. Our current
4 culture allows us to admit this syndrome more
‘:F ? readily than what would have been reported

following past wars, especially going back to
WWIIL. We now realize that it’s okay that men can
be emotionally damaged in war.

As a country based on Christian principles, we need to
become more and more aware that war causes damages
across the board. Alternative ways need to be explored for
the elimination of tyranny and the restoration of freedom.

Truthfully, past encyclicals and papers of previous
popes do this. They provide a window to see how all people
of the world should respond to the need for peace in the

world. If only we’d learn and take the opportunity to act
properly.

RUMOR CONTROL

I don’t know where people get what they think is
accurate news. And I’m befuddled as to why people do not
seek the truth before spreading rumors. Jesus taught that
truth is necessary to know the Father since our heavenly
Father is all truth. The message has been missed.

1) Fr. Bill — as best we know — has not changed his
address — nor has the diocese done it for him. This may

happen since there are many changes of assignments among
priests this June. It’s a good possibility since he has been
here at St. John’s for four years, which is a long period of
time for a parochial vicar.

However, to date, neither Fr. Bill nor I have been
informed by the diocese of a change in his address.

2) I have not been in the hospital since 1989 with back
surgery. [ don’t have a reason to be in the hospital any time
soon. Somehow people assumed that since I
wasn’t seen, the vertigo which is all gone, or
ear infections put me in the hospital. I had
planned a four-day vacation that never
happened because of a funeral for a very close
friend. So I took the time to rest a little, and then beat myself
up finishing the Sacred Heart Grotto. I'll visit Civil War
battlefields, where I often find a sacredness, and D.C. next
month.

Let it be known — Fr. Bill and I will be taking time off
during June. We’re allowed. So if you don’t see us, don’t
panic. If you don’t read it here, don’t believe it!

THANKS to all who assisted in our bulk mailing last
Thursday, especially to Rege Hoolahan for his extra
work, completing much of the folding at home.

Share the message of the mailing with a friend.
He/she/they may well need a reminder of what the
Eucharist provides in living our faith and making it come
alive for others.

@. il

And THANKS to those who took the time
to be present before the Blessed Sacrament
last Sunday as we observed the Feast of the

Body and Blood of Christ.

And THANKS to our parishioners who honored
Mary during the month of May, leading and praying A
the rosary after weekday mass. It was a good @
reminder of how important is Mary in the life of the A
Church , and our need to regularly seek the A\\
intercession of the mother of our Lord.

Schools close down this week. Vacations may or may
not be scheduled, depending on the cost of fuel, etc., etc.
Nevertheless, we are reminded that vacation from school and/
or work, is not meant to be vacation from God.

Our responsibility to attend Mass — to
remain in communion with God — remains
throughout the summer.

Today’s readings should remind us of this. As St. Paul
tells us in his letter to the Romans, NOTHING can separate
us from the love of God — that is except for our own wills —
our choosing. Please be mindful of what is expected of all
who profess life in and through Jesus Christ.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom



Vespers this Evening
7:00 PM
Offering praise and thanksgiving to our Lord

CUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Friclay, June 6— 8:00 p-m.
until
Saturclag, Mag 7— 845 a.m. 2 ¥

[f we desire to meet our (God more and more in o
everyday life, it begins in seeing our |_ord in the
" ucharist — the heart of (God’s gjving and sharing his
life with us. Adoration provides the necessary time for
allowing (God to touch our hearts and lives.

Offertory Report

DATE: MAY 25, 2008

Sunday collection $10,470
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-2,292

Second Collection
Capital Improvement, May 31/June 1

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

W You're Not Asked To Give Your Life Away
ﬁ —_ ];st enougﬁ fo save a //ﬁ-.’

God created “Givers” and “Receivers” in every type
of life situation. This is so each of us can, at one time or another,
be blessed in giving and blessed in receiving.

Because of medication or health reasons, some people cannot
be a “Giver” when it comes to donating blood. Others are more
fortunate and can help those who need to be “Receivers” because
of surgery or accident.

What’s Your Role — “Giver” or “Receiver”?

SUNDAY — JUNE 8 — 8:00AM TO 1:30PM 5
in the Annex — Walk-Ins are encouraged! gég >

VBS NEEDS YOU!l

Vacation Bible School Volunteers will be
collecting donations after all masses next
week. Thank you in advance for
your generosityl Your kindness & <o)
helps in keeping costs to a@ .‘L-j {
minimum, making Vacation Bible \:ﬁﬂ
School affordable for all youth -
wanting to attend and learn about God's
Miraculous Power!

If you would like to donate your ftime,
please give Mike a call at 412-607-3056!!!

FESTIVAL MEETING
Tuesday, June 10 — 7:30PM
In the Annex. Join Us!

Please give blood if you can. -
g/;% Pastoral Council Meeting
#20r& Monday, June 9 — 7:00PM

We’ll be meeting in the Rectory Conference Room

On the agenda: 1) Sunday Mass Schedule, 2) Recommended
Program of Finance Council, 3) New Council Chairperson, 4)
New Members and terms of current members.

Readings for the Week of June 1

Sunday: Dt 11:18,26-28,32/Rom 3:21-25,28/Mt 7:21-27
Monday: 2 Pt 1:2-7/Mk 12:1-12
Tuesday: 2 Pt3:12-15a,17-18/Mk 12:13-17

Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3,6-12/Mk 12:18-27
Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-34
Friday: 2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 12:35-37
Saturday: 2 Tm 4:1-8/Mk 12:38-44
Next Sunday: Hos 6:3-6/Rom 4:18-25/Mt 9:9-13

[T jo" e ]
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Sunday, June 1, 2008
10:00 a.m. Baccalaureate Breakfast - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Vespers

Monday, June 2
7:00 p.m. SJBS Kindergarten Graduation - cafeteria

Tuesday, June 3
7:00 p.m. SJBS 8th Grade Graduation - church
Wednesday, June 4
10:30 a.m. SJBS Last Day dismissal
Thursday, June 5
7:00 p.m. VBS meeting - cafeteria
Eriday, June 6
8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration begins
Saturday, June 7
8:45 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration ends
Sunday, June 8
8:00 a.m. Blood Drive - annex
10:15 a.m. Baptism Prep - rectory living room
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom




Thank Youl

On behalf of all the RCIA candidates, sponsors and
catechists, we would like to extend a big thank you to the
following parishioners who helped make our Sunday
sessions this year extra special by preparing and bringing
breakfast each Sunday morning. Mara
Adams, Lynn Crist, Pat Merriwether,

Jim and Vivienne Messina, Rose
Palmieri, Lyn Patnik, Celeste Payne,
Amber Savka, Sue Vehec

Their Christian hospitality is an important part of RCIA
and an example to all of the importance of a welcoming
Catholic parish.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is open
throughout the year for all those who have questions or
interest in the Catholic Faith. If you, or someone you
know, would like to know more about RCIA, please call
Ron Donatelli at 412-793-1617 ext 260. You may also
reach him via email at Rondon216@aol.com.

RCIA
CONTINUING MYSTAGOGIA

The first session of Continuing Mystagogy for the
RCIA Class of 2007-2008 will be held Sunday June 8,
2008 after the 9:00 AM Mass in the Convent.

Don't lose the enthusiasm that carried you
from Easter to Pentecost. Sessions are monthly
and intended to help you pace yourself in your
spiritual journey. Sessions have a structure
but are free flowing based on where you want
to go. We're together at least a half hour. Stay as long as
you can and/or as long as there is discussion going on.

Former RCIAers are invited to attend to lend support
and spice up the discussions with their experience of being
"new" Catholics. Children are welcomed and
encouraged to attend. And its all FREE.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

Communities of Salt and Light Reflections on the
Social Mission of the Parish

“Parish communities must show by their deeds of love
and justice that the gospel they proclaim is
fulfilled in their actions. This tradition is not
empty theory; it challenges our priorities as a £,
nation, our choices as a Church, our values *
as parishes. It has led the Church to stand
with the poor and vulnerable against the
strong and powerful. It brings occasional
controversy and conflict, but it also brings life and vitality
to the People of God. It is a sign of our faithfulness to the
gospel.”

GIVE BLOOD NEXT SUNDAY,
JUNE 8TH

Understanding the

Protection of All God’s Children
An insert offered from the Diocese of Pittsburgh will be

included in the weekly bulletin for the education of all adults
concerning child abuse and the responsibilities we have in
Protecting all God’s Children. Please take the time to read this
each week.

child abuse prevention training through the '
VIRTUS program. The training details five

steps to prevent child sexual abuse: Know the warning
signs of an inappropriate relationship with a child.

Five Steps to Safer Environments

The Diocese of Pittsburgh mandates that
all people who work with children and youth
in our parishes and schools must undergo

1. Know the warning signs!
Control access to children by carefully selecting the
adults who work with children and youth.

3. Monitor all programs for the safety of children and
youth.

4. Be aware of and sensitive to what is going on in the
lives of children.

5. Communicate concerns to the appropriate person in
authority.

—www.virtusonline.org/virtus

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline
1-888-808-1235

Protecting God’s Children Workshops
Our Lady of Joy Parish all at 7:00 p.m.: Thursday, June
26th and Wednesday, August 27th. Call Greg Callaghan
at 795-3388.

North American Martyrs will also have workshops at
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11 and Tuesday, August
12. Please call Donna Lew-Buechel, Director of Religious
Education to register at 412-349-0942.

All volunteers and teachers who work with children must
attend this workshop. If you are considering teaching CCD
in the fall, please consider taking this course now.

Have 10 feaﬁ foﬁ what tomorrow @

bring. T he same %’w}gx faa/ who cares fwo you Loddy

wil? take care of you lomorrow and every cézy, ﬁu{ wit}
e/ther shield pou f/w( &«ffeﬁ/}g/ or //'ue Jou a/(fa/%}(/

strength to bear /%, Be at peace then, and put asite
ol awsious thoughts and inagrivations, ”

Saint Francis de Sales




SJB SCHOOL NEWS

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

IS AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL & » 0
HOURS, DAILY FROM 9:00A.M.TO ' " _‘E ﬂ._ '
3:00 P.M. o
Monday, June 2, Kindergarten Graduation at 7: OO
p-m. in the cafeteria.

Tuesday, June 3, 8th Grade Graduation at 7:00 p.m.
in the church
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: All School Field Day on Tuesday, June 3rd

: Wednesday, June 4th, last day dismissal

l at 10:30 a.m.

| Haley Pilston represented St. Johns on

: May 17th at the Diocesan Track

I championships at Keystone Oaks. She won all her
| Heats in the 100, 200 and 400 meter races and came
l in third overall in the 100 and 200 meter events.
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Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS!

On Saturday, February 2, 2008, several of our 7t l
and 8th grade students participated in the regional|
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science Competition at !
Upper St. Clair High School.

I
7th Grade 8th Grade }
Jessi Allman Erin Ibarra I
Danielle Harrington Joe Mautino :
Emily Keiffer Amelia Young |
Alex Senchak :

Amber Sheilds :

Seven of the above students received First Place and |
:earned the privilege to go to the state competition at'
IPenn State University, University Park, on May 19-20, |
|2008 In addition to her First Place qualification, Erln:
| Ibarra also received monetary awards from the American |
| Nuclear Society and Carnegie Mellon University. '
| At Penn State, all seven of our students received a|
| First Place award! Congratulations to all of you and:

: thank you for representing our school!

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners
from May 19th to May 26th:

Chris Pahlman #281, Bill Fitzmaurice #222, Geri Costa
#067, Unsold #008, David Knavish #077, Harry and Mary
Jo Batley #719, Dawn Straw #304, Lenny and Cindy
Wittman #790

YOUTH MINISTRY

SENIOR YOUTH

Anyone entering 9th grade next year through graduating
Seniors are welcome to attend! Join the fun!

JUNE EVENTS

LOCK-IN
Monday, June 16 to Tuesday, June 17
9pm-6am —— School Cafeteria

Free!
Bring your friends, a sleeping bag, pillow,
group games and a snack to share.
WE ARE IN NEED OF ADULT CHAPERONES FOR THE
NIGHT. Please let Christie know if you can help.

CEDAR POINT

Tuesday, June 24 — 5:15am-Midnight

Leave SJB by Coach Bus, travel to Cedar Point, enjoy park all
day, leave Cedar Point at 9pm for Pittsburgh

$60 per person + bring money for your meals
THERE IS STILL ROOM ON THE BUS. GET
YOUR PERMISSION FORMS IN TODAY!!!

FEAR FACTOR
Monday, June 30 — 7:30-9pm
Annex and grounds — Free

JUNIOR YOUTH

Anyone entering 6th, 7th or 8th grade
is welcome to attend summer events!

UPCOMING EVENTS
FEAR FACTOR AlA
Wednesday, June 18 — 7:30-9pm

Church Grounds -

WILLOW'S MINI GOLF
Wednesday, June 25 — 7:30-8:30pm
Willow's MiniGolf—Meet there

aus N

VIDEO SCAVENGER HUNT
Wednesday, July 2nd — 6:30-9pm A
Annex and Surrounding Areas \
Adult drivers and video cameras needed

—

Saint John the Baptist PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

We gre accepting applications for the fall, 2008 program for children 3-5 years of age.
For more information, please call
Anna Mae Newmaster, Preschool Director at 412-795-2180 or 412-795-5130.
Scholarships are available.
Why not give your child a head start with an early Christian childhood education at St. John's Preschool?




H Mass Intentions ”

SUNDAY - Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 p.m. Mary O’Block (husband, Paul and Family)
7:30 a.m. Leona Miller (Mary, Martha and Lazarus)
9:00 a.m. For the Living and Deceased Members of the Parish
10:30 a.m. Irwin and Dorothy Stoecklein (Family)
12:00 p.m. John E. Diroll (Weick Family)
7:00 p.m. Vespers
MONDAY - Marcellinus and Peter
7:00 a.m. Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of
Dave and Peggy Hutchinson (John Hiesmann)
9:00 a.m. George Lovas (Rauland and Connie Lovas)
TUESDAY - Charles Lwango/companions
7:00 a.m. Dorothy Blake (Mrs. Helen Kicko)
9:00 a.m. Deceased of the Stukus Family (Flo Stephens)
WEDNESDAY - Weekday

(06/01)

(06/02)

(06/03)

(06/04)

7:00 a.m. Grace Cusumano (The Weber Family)
9:00 a.m. Ted and Betty Hoolahan (Walt and Mary Haluck)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Boniface, bishop (06/05)
7:00 a.m. Mary Bullian (Charles and Anna Marie Schollaert)
9:00 a.m. JoAnne Grabowski
(Mark and Patty Grabowski and Family)
FRIDAY - Norbert, bishop
7:00 a.m. Dolores Burns (Rege Hoolahan)
9:00 a.m. Cheryle Heim (Anna Mae Heim)
8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration
SATURDAY - Weekday
9:00 a.m. Mildred O’Neill (Mickey and Katie Horvat)
SUNDAY - Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (06/08)
5:00 p.m. Rose and Frank DePalma (Thersa and John Ricci)
7:30 a.m. Frank Yearm (Family)
9:00 a.m. Roberta Contreras (husband, John)
10:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
12:00 p.m. Lois and Paul Kokal (Roseann Kokal and Family)

(06/06

(06/07)

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in
Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to
Christ. We are committed to keeping our faith
alive and growing through prayer, sacraments,
faith formation and service. Through
evangelization and stewardship we encourage
full and active participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ
by strengthening the faith of our parishioners
while reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

please note

summer daily mass schedule
Beginning Monday June 9th

one daily mass will be celebrated
at 9:00 am

Un-self-ish prayer
You cannot pray the Lord’s prayer and even once say “I”.
You can’’t recite those well known words and
even once say “my.” Nor can you pray the
Lord’s prayer and not pray for one another.
And when you ask for daily bread you
must include your brother. For others are
included in each and every plea. From the beginning
to the end of it, it does not once say me!

Pray for our Seminarians

Micahel J. Seeger
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
and
Thomas L. Gillespie
Theological College
401 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20017
The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners
and are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Derry Family in prayer this &
week as they display the Vocation Cross in Casaiy
their home and pray for Religious Vocations.
The Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY [
week of 2008! Thank you for your support of
Religious Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in
the fall for scheduling the cross in 2009.

Prayer for Vocations

Loving God, you have blessed me with many gifts

and talents, fill me with your grace that I may know
how to use them for the glory of our name. Jesus call,
“Come follow me.” I want to follow him and be faithful
to my call. Help me to see in myself what you see and
give me the courage to follow wherever you may lead.
Bless the Church of Pittsburgh with giving hearts to
serve your people and spread you Word whether as a
priest, religious or lay minister. We ask this in Jesus
name. Amen.




NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JUNE 1, 2008
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don’t forget to |00k over the
Family Festival insert in today's bulletin
AND please consider helping out!
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We heed you! &%
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CEDAR POINT-Make it a family day!
June 24th
Leave St. Johns by Coach bus at 5:30 a.m.
Return to St. Johns at Midnight
$60 per person
Save money on gas and ticket prices and join us.

Youth Ministry has booked a bus for our annual Cedar
Point trip, AND we have plenty of seats left. We are
opening the trip up to the parish. Help us fill the bus!
Bring your family for the fun. Anyone under 13 must be
chaperoned by an adult. Contact the youth ministry office
for more info-you need not be involved in youth ministry
to attend.

JEE 5

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CLAENDAR NOW
Retreats at St Paul of the Cross Retreat Center
— Men’s Retreat — October 3-5, 2008
— Women’s Retreat — October 10-12, 2008

The Women'’s Retreat has been moved from
December to October at the request of St. Paul’s.

Events Elsewhere

The Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God
Invite All to 4th Annual Spring Fling on Saturday, June
7th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Sisters campus at
3603 McRoberts Road in Hills (15234). The Spring Fling
is free and will feature many attractions, including 50
vendors of crafts, specialty products and services, great
food raffles and a lot more. Outside vendor spaces are still
available for a donation of $10 and registration will be
accepted the day of the event. For more information or to
reserve a space, please call 412-885-7232 or visit
www.osfprov.org/SpringFling.

Wonderful Camping Opportunity— Parents. Here’s
your chance to start the summer on a good note! Camp
“R” located in Laurel Hill State Park, offers your children
an opportunity for some fun. Horseback riding, archery,
boating and team sports are just a small part of our 68th
year. Camp “R” is an accredited camp with the American
Camp Association. Call 412-521— 3342 for a brochure.

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially Edward J. Jameson who died on May 22nd.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth
(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman,
Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkush, Sr. Janet,
Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard
Novotny, James Polliard, Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins,
Marie Sevcik, Matt Drop, Maxine Drop, Matilda Contreras. Sofia
Barkovich.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Genaro Balenciaga, Jr.
requested by Fran and Family

Flowers at the Altar
are given in the honor and glory
of our Lord, in loving memory of
Mary O’Block
requested by husband, Paul and Family

More Recyoling Fun Facts—Metab
ﬂzw}(f the tine it takes you to read Chis sentence, 50,000
72~0unce abumiram cans are made,
A abuminan can that is thrown awsy witl sttt be a can 500
years fmxﬂ now/
There is no linit to the amount of tines an abluminam can can
be mayc/e,a{
Abuninam can /rm/mfaazf«/‘eﬁf have been mf/)y/ oans /?dbézfe/‘—/}(
7972 each /aow(({ cf abuminam /a/‘m{aw({ 22 cans; &‘oa/ay 3 f/é/a/&‘
29 cans,
We wse aver 80,000,000,000 aluminan PP oS every year,
At one tine, alumivam was wore vatuable than gold/
A 60-watt lpht bull can b ran for over a day on the amoant
af energy saved fy /‘w/a/?}y 7 /mw(a/ af steel In one Jeur i
the Unittede Stats, thte /‘wfa/?)g/ a[f steel saves e/ma/é
energy Co heat and fght 78,000,000 homes!
Lrery ton of recyoled steel saves 2,500 pounds of iron ore,
7,000 of coat] and 40 pownds of limestone,




