
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH               PITTSBURGH, PA  

Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 A blessed, joyful, and happy Father’s 
Day to all our fathers, grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers.  May you live to realize 
the abundant blessings God has provided 
for you as fathers of his children. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 We knew Father Time was running against Father 
Bill, and that his time here at St. John’s was measured.  
So when I received the phone call from Father Bonnar 

at 6:00PM Friday (June 6) I knew Father 
Time beat Father Bill.   
 So it is with regret that we will say 
goodbye to Fr. Bill July 6 as he leaves to 

take up his new assignment at Our Lady of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament in Natrona Heights.  Fr. Bill, as he 
requested, will remain a parochial vicar rather than 
become a pastor at this time. 
 We’re planning a farewell reception for Fr. Bill on  
Sunday, July 6 following the 12:00 Noon Mass.  More 
details will follow.  Fr. Bill begins his new duties the 
following day, July 7. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Congratulations to Michael and Brittany 
MacConnell and Maria Majersky for the great job in 
coordinating and leading our Vacation Bible 
School last week.  And thanks to Lisa Noca 
and Mrs. Jane Tarr for providing the veteran 
backup support that is so essential when 
leadership is transferred. 
 I am most happy that young adults are 
given the opportunity to take leadership, and 
are willing to do so.  This is one of my pet peeves with 
many parishes that feel the value of young adults is 
limited to doing the grunt work, the heavy lifting.   
 The kids had a great time learning about God with 
a theme they are very familiar with — computers. 
 This is also important since they did not have 
sufficient adults helping with the program, which is 
becoming a concern here and elsewhere. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Now, speaking of young people — we need help 
moving the festival from storage in the garage to the 

grounds — THIS THURSDAY, JUNE 19.  
We’ll begin at 6:30PM and work till 
finished. 
 I need a replacement since I’m 

restricted in lifting this year.  I’ll have the refreshments 
ready.  So please help us. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

 Some may have read about CityReachers project of 
raising $625,000 to fund the printing of 250,000 bibles 
that would be included in a September Sunday delivery 
of the Pittsburgh Post Gazette.  The Diocese of 
Pittsburgh is supportive of this ecumenical effort of the 
New Testament distribution.  Bishop Zubik, while not 
requiring any parish to donate to this 
effort, encourages parish and 
individuals to consider participation 
through donations and prayer. 
 Individuals wishing to support this 
cause can find information on the tables in the main 
vestibule of the church.   

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Fr. John Haney, pastor of St. Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Virgin Parish in Whitehall, and Mr. Fran 
Nowalk, the parish finance council president, will be at 

St. John the Baptist Parish Monday evening, 
July 16 to discuss their parish tithing program 
that has been in existence for many years. 
 This program allows St. Gabriel’s to 
operate its parish,  and meet all its other 
needs, without any additional collections.  

Children of the parish do not pay tuition in the parish 
school. 
 How all of this is accomplished through and effort 
of parishioners budgeting Church first, and providing 
first for God, will be explained. 
 Since the pastors and finance councils of our 
cluster parishes will also be attending, there will be 
very limited seating for those serious about helping to 
promote such a program here at St. John’s. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 Pastoral Council gave its approval for work to 
begin on the rectory roof, soffit & fascia, 
gutters and downspouts, and siding that will 
cover any and all exposed wood.  Work will 
begin as soon as possible.  The estimated cost 
is $25,650.   
 Council also gave approval to study, and begin 
movement for the finishing of our parking lots.  Both 
large lots need a sealer coat.  The cost of oil is also 
driving the cost of asphalt through the ceiling.  It is 
good stewardship to have the sealer (finishing) coat 
applied before cement becomes the cheaper product.  
The current condition of the asphalt leads to quick 
decay as can be seen in our upper lot. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 And the lines will be painted before the festival! 
        Love and prayers, 
          Fr. Tom 



 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 15, 2008 
Monday, June 16 
 7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council presentation by Fr. Haney -  
   annex 
 7:00 p.m. Sr. Youth Ministry  -  convent 

Tuesday, June 17 
   All Offices are Closed all day 
 9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 7:00 p.m. Vocation Committee  -  RMR 
 7:00 p.m. J.O.B.  -  annex 

Wednesday, June 18  
Thursday, June 19 
 6:30 a.m. Festival set-up 

Friday, June 20 
Saturday, June 21 
 9:00 a.m. Market Day pick-up  -  cafeteria 
 6:00 p.m. St. John the Baptist nativity celebration 

   annex 

Sunday, June 22 
   St. John the Baptist nativity celebration 

   following all Masses in the annex 

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex classroom 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 

Offertory Report  
 

DATE: JUNE 8, 2008 
 

   Sunday collection   $12,880 
   Needed for Budget   $12,762 
   Over/Under               $   +118 

 

Second Collection 

Peter Pence, June 21/22 

2008 Mission Cooperation June 28/29 
 

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners 

Readings for the Week of June 15 
Sunday: Ex 19:2-6a/Rom 5:6-11/Mt 9:36-10:8 
Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-16/Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1,6-14/Mt 6:1-6,16-18 
Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Mt 6:7-15 
Friday: 2 Kgs 11:1-4,9-18,20/Mt   6:19-23 
Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25/Mt 6:24-34 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:10-13/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 

GREAT NEWS FOR MOMSGREAT NEWS FOR MOMSGREAT NEWS FOR MOMSGREAT NEWS FOR MOMS    
THE MOM’S GROUP WILL CONTINUE TO MEET 

IN THE SUMMER ON EVERY TUESDAY  
AT 9:45 AM IN THE CONVENT.  

 Mothers with children ages 3 and 
under are welcome to join us for a little 
fun and a lot of conversation while the 
babies coo and the toddlers play. Light 
refreshments are served.  
 Friends, relatives and neighbors are 
welcome. If you would like to join the Moms on 
Tuesday, please call Amber Savka at 412-793-4460. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be 

celebrated next Sunday following the Noon Mass. 
Those preparing for major surgery and those 
preparing for hospital stays are strongly encouraged 
to share in this anointing.  Those of advanced age, 

those living with terminal illness or emotional difficulties 
should also plan to seek the healing of mind, body and soul, 
remembering that God’s grace is meant to strengthen the living 
and not be held off for those nearing death. 

FRATERNITY OF PRIESTS HEALING MASS 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18 — 7:00PM 

at St. Paul Parish, Greensburg 
 St. Paul’s is located just this side of Greensburg — 820 

Carbon Road — approximately 35 minutes from St. John’s, 

two minutes off of Route 30 east.  The phone number for St. 

Paul’s, and for directions, is:  724-834-6880. 

ALL PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED 

TUESDAY, JUNE 17 

The staff will be away for the day for 
a little time together without work. 

God took the strength of a mountain,  

the majesty of a tree, the warmth of a summer 

sun, the calm of a quiet sea, the generous soul 

of nature, the comforting arm of night,  

the wisdom of the ages, the power of the 

eagle’s flight, the joy of a morning in spring, 

the faith of a mustard seed, the patience of 

eternity, the depth of a family need, then God 

combined these qualities when there was 

nothing more to add, He knew His masterpiece was complete 

And so called it...Dad.  



It’s a pain and I don’t like it!It’s a pain and I don’t like it!It’s a pain and I don’t like it!It’s a pain and I don’t like it!    
 Many have voiced displeasure with being asked to go through the four-steps necessary for 
clearance to participate in ministry or other parish activities.  I am in complete agreement with you 
concerning so much of this.  Good people ready to assist as members of the Church are now asked to 
jump through hoops.  The Diocese of Pittsburgh is on the extreme side of caution concerning the issue 
of protecting our children from possible abuse.  And it’s stand is not going to change.  We all have to live 
with the reality that priests, married men and women, singles, young and old, have committed crimes of 
sexual abuse against children.  And because of this — and the great desire to take every step possible 
to protect our children — all of us are asked to take the necessary steps to say, “Look, I’m okay!” 
 
 Is gaining a clearance going to stop a person from possibly abusing a 
child or teen?  No.  If the person’s disposition is toward that tendency, there 
is no sure, absolute way of preventing a person from acting out.  The 
diocese is trying to assure everyone — as best as it possibly can — that 
our children are safe.  Through criminal checks, clearance through the 
State Police, workshops, our own signing the Code of Pastoral Conduct, 
and our being registered in a data base, the Church wants to say, “We’ve 
done everything possible to safeguard our children and teens.” 
 
 The reality is that it is not easy for us.  It’s a pain.  And the easy solution 
is not to do it and remove ourselves from ministry.  But each of us — I had 
to do this — needs to ask, “”Would God want us to simply walk away?”  God has called each of us to 
service and ministry in the Church.  Can we take the extra step to participate with the grace of God, 
even if it means a one-time hassle for clearance. 
 
 None of us likes this.  But we’re all going to have to live with this.  I know you, like I, would never 
want anything to happen to a child.  I resolved that if doing this extra work meant showing people that 
their child is safe with me, then I would do it, which I did.  I also recognize that most public schools and 
civic groups also require child protection policies and clearances before an adult can teach, chaperone, 
coach, or have any contact with a child.  We’re not alone in this. 
 
 As pastor, in the future — which is fast approaching — I will be required to make determinations on 
who can participate in ministry and who will be asked to leave.  Do I wish to do this?  Not for a second.  
Am I required as pastor to do this?  Yes, unfortunately. 
 
 I ask you please to look at this as a positive rather than a negative.  I ask you to please, if you are 
determined not to follow through with this, tell me personally.  Then you can also yell at me about it, 
although it won’t do much good.  But please do not take it out on the parish facilitator.  Many have 
vented their frustrations onto her in an unjustifiable manner.  She nor I designed these requirements.  As 
members of the larger Church, we too are making the best of it, knowing that children with us will be as 
safe as possible.  And parents can feel comfortable knowing that, should the circumstance arise where 
their child would be alone in an area with a minister or one sharing in an activity, the child would be safe. 
 
 I ask that you would cooperate.  If there is a problem or concern, please feel free to contact me as 
soon as possible.   
 
 Deepest thanks to the many who have completed, or are working to complete the necessary 
requirements.  Thank you to all who are in ministry or participate in activities in the parish.   
                    Love and prayers, 
                          Fr. Tom 



St. John the Baptist Preschool  
REGISTRATION 

Wednesdays 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

In the Preschool building 
Also  Monday through Friday 

by appointment only 
 For more information, please call Anna Mae 
Newmaster, Preschool Director, at 412-793-2180 
or 412-793-5130. Scholarships are available. Why 
not give your child a head start with an early 
Christian childhood education at St. John’s 
Preschool? 

Congratulations to the following SJBS Lottery 

Calendar winners from June 2nd to June 8th: 
Lisa Striegel #562, David Smith #592, Kim and Gary Meinen 
#337, Kay Orfanopoulos #761, Mary Ann Hammill #885, 
Unsold #967, Daniel Terlizzi #913. 

Understanding the  
Protection of All God’s Children 

 An insert offered from the Diocese of Pittsburgh will be 

included in the weekly bulletin for the education of all adults 

concerning child abuse and the responsibilities we have in 

Protecting all God’s Children.  Please take the time to read this 

each week. 
 

Test Your Knowledge of Abuse Prevention: 

True or False? 
 True or false: Child sexual abusers are only 
attracted to children and are not capable of 
appropriate sexual relationships. False. 
While there is a small subset of child sexual 
abusers who are exclusively attracted to 
children, the majority of the individuals who 
sexually abuse children are (or have 
previously been) attracted to adults. Child 
predators are difficult to indentify precisely because they 
look just like everyone else. In some cases, they are our 
most trusted friends and even our family members. 
 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Abuse Hotline 
1-888-808-1235 

 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
Our Lady of Joy Parish all at 7:00 p.m.: Thursday, June 
26th and Wednesday, August 27th.  Call Greg Callaghan 
at 795-3388. 
 

All volunteers and teachers who work with children must 

attend this workshop. If you are considering teaching CCD 

in the fall, please consider taking this course now.  

 

 
SENIOR YOUTH 

 

Are you ready for a fun filled summer? Anyone entering 9th -12th 

grade can attend senior youth ministry events.  

Here is what is coming: 

LOCK-IN 
Monday, June 16 to Tuesday, June 17 
9pm-6am—School Cafeteria — Free 
Bring your friends, a sleeping bag, pillow, group games  
and a snack to share. 
No need to register. Just show up! 
PARENT CHAPERONES ARE NEEDED. CONTACT CHRISTIE 
IF YOU CAN HELP! 
 

CEDAR POINT 
Tuesday, June 24—5:15am-Midnight 
Leave SJB by Coach Bus, travel to Cedar Point, enjoy park all day, 
leave Cedar Point at 9pm for Pittsburgh 
$60 per person + bring money for your meals 
THERE IS STILL ROOM ON THE BUS. GET YOUR 
PERMISSION FORMS IN TODAY!!! 
 

FEAR FACTOR 
Monday, June 30—7:30-9pm—Annex and grounds — Free 

 
 

 

JUNIOR YOUTH 
 

Hey Incoming 6th, 7th and 8th graders!  

Junior Youth Ministry is the place to be for summer time fun! 

Here is what is happening in June: 
 

FEAR FACTOR 
Wednesday, June 18 
7:30-9pm — Church Grounds 
No need to register, just be ready for all of the gross and exciting 
games! 
 

WILLOW'S MINI GOLF 
Wednesday, June 25 
7:30-8:30pm — Willow's Mini-Golf 
Meet there — No need to register! 
 

VIDEO SCAVENGER HUNT 
Wednesday, July 2nd — 6:30-9pm 
Annex and Surrounding Areas 
Adult drivers and video cameras needed 
No need to register. Just show up. 

JOY OF BELONGING J.O.B. MEETING  
 The monthly meeting of J.O.B., our parish 

grief support group, will be held Tuesday, June 

17 in the Annex beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The 

group welcomes especially those grieving the 

loss of a loved one.  For more information you 

may call Shirley Ashley at 412-793-0911 or 

Sister Janet at 412-793-4511. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 



 
 
 
 
SUNDAY - Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time          (06/15) 
      Father’s Day 

Sat. 5:00 p.m.   7:30 a.m.   9:00 a.m.    
10:30 a.m.   12:00 p.m. 

For the Living and Deceased Fathers of the Parish 

MONDAY - Weekday (06/16) 
 9:00 a.m. Joanne M. Kelly (Kelly Family) 

TUESDAY - Weekday (06/17) 
 9:00 a.m. Ferdinand Palombo (wife, Pacifica Palombo) 

WEDNESDAY - Weekday (06/18) 
 9:00 a.m. John Stephen Gazdacko (parents, John and Linda) 
 9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

THURSDAY - Romuald, abbot (06/19) 
 9:00 a.m. James and Anna Agnole (Family) 

FRIDAY - Weekday (06/20) 
 9:00 a.m. John Maliski (sister, Sofia) 
SATURDAY - Aloysius Gonzago, religious (06/21) 
 9:00 a.m. Stephan Kocis (Family) 
 9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

SATURDAY VIGIL 
 5:00 p.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish 

SUNDAY - Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (06/22) 
 7:30 a.m. Edith McCabe (Mark and Theresa Salerno) 
 9:00 a.m. Virginia Maiorino (anniv.) (John Maiorino) 
 10:30 a.m. Charles Martin (Mack Family) 
 12:00 p.m. Virgil Olnick (Joan Olnick Yushinski) 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 

Parish Mission Statement 

 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located 
in Plum Borough, Pennsylvania and is part 
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to 
imitate our patron Saint John the Baptist 
who led others to Christ.  We are 
committed to keeping our faith alive and 
growing through prayer, sacraments, faith 
formation and service. Through 
evangelization and stewardship we 
encourage full and active participation of 
all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of 
Christ by strengthening the faith of our 
parishioners while reaching out to all 
God’s people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

Pray for our Seminarians 
 

DEACONS:  NICK ARGENTIERI,  
JOE FREEDY AND MIKE RUFALO 

 

These three men will be ordained at St. Paul Cathedral 

on Saturday, June 21. 

 

VOCATION CROSS 

 Please join the Neff Family in prayer this week 
as they display the Vocation Cross in their home 
and pray for Religious Vocations. The Vocation 
Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of 2008! 
Thank you for your support of Religious Vocations 
awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall for scheduling the 
cross in 2009. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

L oving God, you have blessed me with many gifts and talents, fill me with your grace that I may know how to 
use them for the glory of our name. Jesus call, “Come follow 
me.” I want to follow him and be faithful to my call. Help 
me to see in myself what you see and give me the courage to 
follow wherever you may lead. Bless the Church of 
Pittsburgh with giving hearts to serve your people and 
spread you Word whether as a priest, religious or lay 
minister. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

(EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS) 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion serve a vital 
role in the parish in assisting in the distribution of Holy 
Communion during Mass.   Many ministers also assist in 
taking Holy Communion to the homebound or 
hospitalized so that those not able to be physically 
present at the Eucharistic Celebration may still 
share in the oneness of the Body of Christ. 
 All of our current Ministers of Communion at 
St. John the Baptist Parish have been granted a 
renewal of appointment by the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh and will continue their ministry in the 
parish.   
 In recognition of this important ministry all Ministers 
of Communion will receive the Rite of Commissioning at 
Masses on June 21 – 22.  It is a way that we joyfully show 
our appreciation for their willingness to express their call to 
stewardship in this ministerial position.  This is also a 
wonderful way for our parish to celebrate the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist, our patronal feast day which we will also 
celebrate that same weekend. 
 Please be sure to thank our Ministers of Communion for 
their wonderful witness and service to our parish 
community.  We are always in need of more Ministers of 
Communion.  Please pray about it, and if you feel called to 
this ministry, please contact Fr. Bill at 412 793-4511. 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               JUNE 15, 2008 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members 

to St. John’s: 

  Connie Nelson 

  Kathy R. Mollica 

  Chery L. Rinovato 

  Jane W. Patterson 

  Jeff, Tammy, Cameron, Caden and Collin Anderson 

 ` Scott, Justin, Christian and Matthew Wardle 

   
 

Praying for the Sick 

  Please pray for our parishioners who are in the 

hospital or at home and requesting our prayers: William 

Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Rachael 

Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, 

Sally Ann Dominkush, Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Betty 

Telles, John Truxal, Richard Novotny, James Polliard, 

Hayward Markham, Robert Jenkins, Marie Sevcik, Matt 

Drop, Maxine Drop, Matilda Contreras. Sofia Barkovich, 

Robert Darrall. 

 

Sanctuary Candle 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week 

in honor of the Blessed Sacrament and 

in loving memory of  Adam Phillips 

requested by Anna Srednicki 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

JUNE—Torture Awareness Month 
 The media has run several stories lately concerning the 
government’s study and use of torture. Have you been able 

to read, listen and discuss this on-going 
method of degradation on basic human 
dignity? What’s a Christian to think? How’s a 
follower of Christ to respond when involved 
in the topic of conversation? What have you 
been able to do about any form of torture such 

as, in a smaller way, but none the less serious, domestic 
violence and emotional abuse? What constitutes this 
violence? The teachings of our Catholic beliefs describe 
torture as an affront to basic human dignity. It is basically 
immoral to destroy a person’s physical and mental parity 
and self-worth by inflicting pain, for one’s own purposes. 
Many people who are being abused through domestic 
violence do not necessarily see themselves as victims. Also, 
abusers or torturers do not see themselves as being abusive. 
“I’m  the one in charge, I’m doing what’s expected of me, 
it’s my job to be in control.” What then is the purpose of 
torture? 
 When it comes to the war, and this could be applicable 
to any form of abuse, it’s about one person using an evil 
pattern of behavior to control  the other person. It 
can happen in any communal situation such as 
and especially war, but also in society, the local 
community, even religious groups or in the 
home. One of the biggest misconceptions about 
torture is that it has to do with gathering 
information that the abuser wants to hear. We all 
know that if tortured to the point of excruciating 
mental or physical  pain, we’d say anything to stop the 
pain. Whatever it would take! Whether true or false! 
 The month of June has been designated for all of us to 
step back and reflect on where we stand, what we can do, 
concerning this growing concern. Let’s take a stand for the 
cessation of any form of violence. As followers of Jesus, 
who was himself tortured to death, we must speak out to 
stop such inhuman behavior whether in the time of war 
throughout the warring nations or abuse wherever it is 
found. 

Communities of Salt and Light Reflections on the 

 Social Mission of the Parish 
 “Our social ministry must be achieved in 
prayer, where we uncover the depths of God’s call 
to seek justice and pursue peace. . . .In serving 
those in need, we serve the Lord. In seeking justice 
and peace, we witness to the reign of God in our midst. In 
prayer we find the reasons, the strength, and the call to follow 
Jesus in the ways of charity, justice, and peace.” (U.S. 
Catholic Bishops, Communities of Salt and Light) 

 

 BEING HUNGRY ALL SUMMER IS NO PICNIC 
 Did you know that 36% of all individuals who receive 
food from the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank from 
the twelve counties in southwestern Pennsylvania are age 17 
or younger?  The fact is, hunger cuts across all ages and ethnic 
groups in southwestern Pennsylvania.  For example: 71% are 
women; 17% are age 65 or older;  33% of households have at 
least one adult who is working;  43% of households are single-
parent households; 47% have one or more household members 
in poor health and 74% of households served earn less than 
$10,000 per year.  If you feel the call to make a monetary 

donation to the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank – 

the address is: 

GREATER PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK--- 

1 NORTH LINDEN STREET, --- Duquesne, PA 15110  

Phone  #: 412 460 FOOD  www.pittsburghfoodbank.org   

John’s Semi-Annual Blood Drive 
 The Central Blood Bank’s motto is “Give blood and 

brighten other’s lives” and those of you 

who took the time to do just that, will be 

blessed for your generosity. The results of 

this drive produced 25 units of blood, 4 prospective donors 

were deferred, 1 person donated 2 red blood collections 

(yes, with the help of a special machine, this can be done).  

 Thank you to the canteen workers who kept everyone 

comfortable and fed. This is a very good example of 

Christian living, helping to save the lives of our brothers 

and sisters  throughout southwestern Pennsylvania. 


