ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

ASCENSION THURSDAY

Check the Mass schedule on the next page. This is a
holy day of obligation, meaning that it is an essential belief
of our faith. It is directly tied to the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus. Jesus had foretold his disciples that he
had to return to the Father — with whom
he is one — so that the Spirit, the very
life of God, may come to reside in them.

The message is the same for us today.
As we celebrate this solemn feast, we
realize that the glory to which Jesus returned, is offered to
us in our baptism, and sought more deeply in our own
confirmation of faith. The Ascension of our Lord to our
Father, opens for us the hope of fullness of life in God. And
for those whose lives of faith were worthy, they are now
admitted into that glory with the Son and the Father.

If you want all that is good, and if you seek all that is
good, then the best is found in Jesus’ return to the Father.
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

Thanks to those who assisted in any way with the
Fraternity of Priests Healing Mass. The mass and prayers

provided great opportunities to experience the
awesome power of God. It would be difficult
not to experience the Holy Spirit when the
Church alive gathers in praise to our God. The
ten priests who were present for the Mass (12 for
dinner) expressed thanks and excitement concerning how
wonderful the experience was for them. We were indeed
blessed. Thanks to the many parishioners who have
expressed their thanks, and have given encouragement for
this to continue in the future. See the last page of the
bulletin for the Fraternity of Priests mass schedule.
AND NOTES OF THANKSGIVING

We’ve received numerous “Thank You Notes” from
residents of Mardi Gras Street who have received financial
assistance through the collection taken here at St. John’s
following that horrendous gas explosion before
Easter. The parish collection was $2,500, and
the school children, through a dress-down day T@“
fundraiser, collected an additional $1,000. So
thank you for your generosity, and know that you have
blessed the lives of many of our “neighbors.”

This is a small portion of what Pope Benedict spoke of
when referring to Catholics reaching out beyond themselves
to assist those in need. Bishop Zubik has also spoken on
this subject at numerous times, and we’ve continued to
bring about an awareness of our sharing in the ministry of
outreach and caring no matter who, when, how, or why.

This is something that we learn to do as part of our
culture, society, and most importantly, our parish and
Church. Concern for others in need must be something that

becomes a lifestyle rather than a sporadic response.

You’ll notice that there is a Social Concerns Meeting
scheduled for Wednesday evening this week. It’s a good
opportunity to meet others with desires for active
participation of faith in social awareness
CATHOLIC SCOUTING AWARDS

So often young teens shy from doing things, being
involved, or standing out, apart from their peers. It’s part of
the growing process into early adulthood. We’re glad to say
that we have some, who with the support of the parents,
found it worthwhile to do those things that are different.

And we congratulate Adam Albright, Joe Mautino, and
Michael Pompa, who having fulfilled all the requirements,
were awarded the Ad Altare Dei Religious
Scouting Emblem, Part 2, last Sunday at St.

Paul Cathedral. The three are members of our
parish scout troop, but joined hundreds of boy
and girl scouts from across the diocese who were honored.

The Ad Altare Dei Emblem is to help Boy Scouts
develop a fully Christian way of life.

Religious emblems are available for all involved in
scouting at all levels. I encourage those boys and girls
involved in scouting to consider the benefits of working to
earn such an emblem.

At the same mass and recognition, I was honored as a
St. Joan of Arc recipient for continued support to Catholic
Scouting and Youth Ministry. It was a surprise as I consider
these part of my ministry. They’ve been part of my ____
ministry since I was in seminary, some 30 years,
and part of my life, in some regards, for 50 years.
So, I honestly and humbly say, I’m not doing a job,
just my ministry.

I’ve always believed that Youth Ministry is a must for
every parish — an obligation and a necessity. Youth need a
means of ongoing formation right into adulthood.

The award was named after the late John Cardinal
Wright, Bishop of Pittsburgh, who had a deep devotion to
St. Joan of Arc. Bishop Wright confirmed me forty-some
years ago, and two years later handed me my Ad Altare Dei
Award.

~~e~ ~~r~ I~~~

We know that priests are ordained for the universal
Church. Their assignment to a parish does not remove their
call to the universal Church. As it is, I have been called to
serve as the Spiritual Director for Cursillo Region VIII. The
region includes Western New York State, Eastern Ohio,
Western and parts of Central Pennsylvania, and West
Virginia. Just pray I don’t have to shuffle off to Buffalo for
a meeting in the middle of winter. I’ve been involved with
Cursillo for twenty-five years, explaining my deep feelings
for solid evangelization in our Church and parish.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom



ASCENSION OF THE LORD
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
MASS SCHDEDULE
WEDNESDAY VIGIL 4:00 PM
THURSDAY:

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM AND 7:00 PM

“I am going to the Father...wait here in
prayer...”

Offertory Report
DATE: APRIL 20, 2008

Sunday collection $10,708
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-2,054

Second Collection
Capital Improvement May 3/4

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Friday, May 2— 8:00 p.m. to
Saturday, May 3 — 8:45 a.m.
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SUNDAY EVENING VESPERS
Sunday, May 4 — 7:00PM

GOD FIRST ‘Q&A’ EVENINGS
Monday & Tuesday, APRIL 28 & 29
7:00PM in the Rectory Meeting Room
Two Evenings meant to
provide insight into what has been
provided concerning William

Shannon’s treatment of practicing ARy g&’“
the presence of God as found in his @
book SILENCE ON FIRE. Come

with your questions and handouts. We’ll work to
clarify (as best as one can explain a mystery).

Vocation Committee
The Vocation Committee will meet on Tuesday,
q—I April 29th at 7:00 p.m. in the annex. Anyone is
welcome to offer ideas and help the committee
continue their mission in promoting vocations in the
_ parish and community.

Readings for the Week of April 27

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8,14-17/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:151
Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26-16:4a
Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11

Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22-18:1/Jn 16:12-5
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23/Mt :16-
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14

Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a
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Sunday, April 27, 2008
10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
11:30 a.m. Fellowship - annex
Monday, April 28
7:00 p.m. God First Questions/Answers - RMR
7:00 p.m. Praise Band - church
8:00 p.m. Bell Choir - church
Tuesday, April 29
9:30 a.m. Preschool Parent Session - annex
9:45 p.m. Mom’s Group - convent
12:30 p.m. Preschool Parent Session - annex
7:00 p.m. God First Questions/Answers - RMR
7:00 p.m. Vocation Committee - annex
Wednesday, April 30
10:30 a.m. Preschool, Officer Mike Program - annex
12:30 p.m. Preschool, Officer Mike Program - annex
7:00 p.m. PSM Social Concerns meeting - RMR
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Thursday, May 1
9:15 a.m. Preschool, Disability Awareness - annex
12:00 p.m. Preschool, Disability Awareness - annex
6:00 p.m. Scouts - annex
Eriday, May 2
9:15 a.m. Preschool, Disability Awareness - annex
12:00 p.m. Preschool, Disability Awareness - annex
Saturday, May 3

Sunday, May 4
10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR

10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
Altar Server Commissioning at all Masses




PART TME RECEPTIONIST NEEDED

We are looking to hire a part time
receptionist for the front office in the &
rectory. Applicants must be available for A 0w
two evenings a week and Saturdays.
Applications are available at the rectory-

during normal business hours.

PLANT SALE BEMINDER
Please make sure you return your Pre-Sale Order
Form for the St. John’s Garden Club Plant
sale to the rectory by Wednesday, April
30th.
Any forms turned in later will not be on
time to be processed. Remember that plants
can also be purchased after the masses on Sunday, May
11 from 8:30 a.m. until after the Noon Mass. Any
questions, please call Debbie Miller, 412-795-4846.

SHRUB PLANTING and
REPAIRS ON THE ISLAND
Saturday, May 3 — 9:30AM

SACRED HEART GROTTO
1. Plant, feed, water new shrubs
2. Lay out weed block
3. Cover with mulch

PARKING LOT ISLAND
1. Remove weeds and other debris
2. Plant new shrubs
3. Lay out weed block
4. Cover with River Rock

All ages and hands can help. Please bring shovels,
rakes, and gloves.

Thank You

Scripture reminds us that stewardship is

the joy of giving and faith helps us realize
that we are the stewards of God’s gifts. Your
recent gift of $3,427 from St. John the Baptist
is a wonderful blessing. Your benevolence
will make a significant and immediate
difference in the lives of many infants and mothers in
Chimbote, Peru.

Thank you for being a part of the bridge of love and
hope in caring for the poorest of poor in
Chimbote. You remain a valued and significant partner
in this journey.

May you have a gentle and joy-filled day!
In Christ’s Love,
Reverend Ronald Lengwin,
Executive Director of the Chimbote Foundation

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

Social Concerns Meeting

April 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the RMR

In November of 1993, the Catholic bishops of the United
States did a remarkable thing. They issued a social
justice statement that was not focused on an
important issue (e.g., the violence of abortion or L 9, N
the need for housing or health care). Rather, they ' L
overwhelmingly adopted a social justice statement v
focused on a community—the local parish.

Communities of salt and Light: Reflections on the Social
Mission of the Parish—recognizes that parishes are the heart
of Catholic life and the most important ecclesial setting for
sharing and acting on our Catholic social concerns.

ST. JOHN’S BLOOD DRIVE

Our annual blood drive is Sunday June 8, 2008, from
8:00am until 1:30pm in the Annex. Plan to participate. Your
commitment to the community blood program will help to
ensure a safe and adequate blood supply for area patients.
Together we will be prepared for anticipated needs as well as
the unexpected.

DO YOU KNOW THAT:

*One Blood Donation can actually help to
save three lives!

*You are eligible to donate blood if you:

-are at least 17 years old
-weigh at least 110 pounds
-are in general good health

*There are NO upper age limit and most
medications and medical conditions are acceptable.

*There is NO risk of contracting AIDS or any other
disease through the donation process. Each kit is sterile, pre-
packaged and used only once.

*Donors are eligible to give blood every 56 days.

*The entire donation process, from registration to post-
donation refreshments, takes about one hour. The actual
donation of blood takes about 10 minutes.

SO PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO
DONATE BLOOD AT ST. JOHNS ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2008.
God will reward you, way beyond your generosity.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT

We’re hiring a summer worker with the
principle responsibility for all outside work.
Applicant needs to be able to work mowers, weed
whackers trimmers, etc. Applicant can expect
40-hour work week, Tuesday through Saturday. Times are
negotiable.

Interested individuals should contact the rectory office for
applications. Job will begin as soon as applicant is available.




SJB SCHOOL NEWS

o KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
IS AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL
HOURS, DAILY FROM 9:00A.M.TO |
3:00 PM. .

E -

¢ Kennywood ticket sale on Tuesday, May 6th at
11:00 a.m.

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar
winners from April 14th to April 20th.:

Dave Meloni #651, Rich Ashbaugh #317, Allyn Tebeau #441,
Catherine McDonough #259, Richard Saxberg #634, Mary Ann
Toth #772, Caroline Krawczyk #694.

You can still buy a calendar for $20
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SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE
PARENT AND STUDENT MEETING
Tuesday, May 6th

7:00PM — 6th Grade Parents & Students
will meet in the church "
7:45PM — 7th Grade Parents & Students gt
will meet in the Church. ﬁfﬁ
These are mandatory — essential —
meetings for students and parents as they concern
preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation and dates
for participation and activity through our Junior High
Youth Ministry as well as the Rel. Ed. program.
Diocesan directives will be explained concerning
Confirmation preparation at this time.

PRESCHOOL PARENT SESSION
Monday, April 29th
9:30 and 12:30 sessions
SPRINGFEST BANNERS
Please bring scissors, sewing items and any

craft items such as fabric paints, sequins, etc.
LS (please no glitter).

Saint John the Baptist

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

Monday through Friday
In the Preschool Building
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

We gre accepting applications for the ll, 2008
program for children 3-5 years of age. For more
information, please call Anna Mae Newmaster, Preschool
Director gt 412-795-2180 or 412-795-5150.
Scholarships are available.

Why not give your child a head start with an early
Christian childhood education at St. John's Preschool?

FIRST COMMUNIONS

God Bless and congratulations to the children celebrating their
First Communion this weekend.

Michael Baird
Justin Besterman
Domenic Borrielo
Benjamin Bowen
Zackary Bowen
Jordan Bruno
James Coyner, II

Daniel DiNatale, Jr.

Joseph Edmundson
Hunter Fields
Ryan D. Gallagher
MacKenzie Kieffer
Aaron Kitchener
James Kraus

Shane Pallotta
Evan Peterman
Colin Pursh
Nicci Schoedel
Michael Sechoka
Jared Simmers
Maura Sloan
Alexa Stawski
Dakota Sunday
Elizabeth Szurszewski
Brendan Tuite
Zachary Zapata

Abby Linder
Kevin Magnus :‘.“‘ ..... ®
Cole McCormick 9 0e%0
Taylor Oravitz

TwoEnds..... ..

Every person has two ends: an end to think with and an end to

sit with. What he accomplishes depends on the end he

chooses—heads, he wins; tails, he loses

YOUTH MINISTRY

Senior Youth

Last Sunday Nights of the School year:

Sunday, May 4 & 18 — 7:30-9pm T8
Youth Room (:g
Mark Your Calendars!

The complete list of summer events will be in the

;Q Summer calendars are done and being sent by mail.

Junior Youth
Outdoor Movie Night

bulletin next weekend!

Saturday, May 17th, 8:00 pm to 10 pm H/)/?/’

Church Grounds

UJ\

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets!

__ Start watching your mailbox for our Summer Calendar.
> o It will be sent out in the beginning of May. Anyone
T entering 6th grade next year through 8th grade is wel-

come to attend!

Vo S % # % ( > *




Mass Intentions I ‘

SUNDAY - Sixth Sunday of Easter

(04/27)

5:00 p.m. Frank Donatelli (Children)
First Holy Communion
Interpreted Mass

7:30 a.m. Harry and Sarah Gawinske (Rege and Nancy Urban)

9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
10:30 a.m. Raymond Mack (Mack Family)
12:00 p.m. John F. Stakel (Katherine Michaud)

First Holy Communion
Anointing Mass

MONDAY - Peter Chanel, priest/martyr (04/28)
7:00 a.m. Helen Arana (The Heiser Family)
9:00 a.m. Earl and Mary Anna McCormack
(Karen, Kim and Jacob Schade)
TUESDAY - Catherine of Siena (04/29)

7:00 a.m. Joseph and Grace Laquatra (Mary Benincasa)
9:00 a.m. Sheirleen Adams (Christian Family Movement)

WEDNESDAY - Pius V, pope

(04/30)

7:00 a.m. Connie A. Karpiak (Husband and Family)
9:00 a.m. Josepha Malinoski (sister, Flo Stephens)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

4:00 p.m. Matthew M. Girdich (Milan and Danica Bertovic)

Ascension Vigil

THURSDAY - Ascension of the Lord (05/01)
7:00 a.m. James Sipe (M/M Hugh Sipe)
9:00 a.m. John Gavlik (Chrystal Kitchner)
7:00 p.m. Mary Kate Whitaker (Mary Whitaker)

ERIDAY - Athanasius, bishop/doctor (05/02)

7:00 a.m. Roberta Contreras (Sam Paletta)

9:00 a.m. Edward Reuss (Harry and Vivian Trautmann)

8:00 p.m. All Nifht Adoration

SATURDAY - Philip and James, apostles (05/03)
9:00 a.m. Charles Dancu (Wife and Children)
SUNDAY - Seventh Sunday of Easter (05/04)

5:00 p.m. James and Thomas McBride (Madelyn Family)

Praise Band
7:30 a.m. Andy Nowicki (Bernard and Carmen)
9:00 a.m. Charles O’Block (Children)
10:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish
12:00 p.m. Helen and Charles Fabich
(Gorczynski and Fabich Families)
7:00 p.m. Vespers

THE PARISH

MISSION CONTINUES

ST. JOHN THE BAPIST
ADULT FAITH FORMATION TEAM
presents the last of the
FOLLOW UP SESSION
TO THE MISSION ON MONDAY, May 5
BEGINNING AT 7:00 PM IN THE ANNEX
ALL ARE WELCOME

Monday, May 5th Amazing Grace or Amazing Race (Make
Room for Prayer). We are truly on a great race and our fin-
ish line is heaven Our training regimen begins and ends
with prayer, the foundation of our life with Christ. As we
begin our conditioning, we will look at how scripture tells
us to pray, the beauty of the Catholic faith in directing
prayer, and practical methods of prayer in a busy life.
Please join us and bring your Bible.

ALTAR SERVER COMMISSIONING

We remind the 16 new altar servers that they
will be commissioned during Masses next
weekend, May 3-4. Please be early so
appropriate arrangements can properly be made.

Parish Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum

Borough,

Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of

Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron

Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.

We are

committed to keeping our faith alive and growing through

prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service.

Through

evangelization and stewardship we encourage full and active

participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while reaching out

to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for our Seminarians

Jon T. Chuba and Kevin C. Fazio
Saint Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners and
are grateful for all prayers.

VOCATION CROSS

Please join the Beighley Family in prayer this {7
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their T
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of [l
2008! Thank you for your support of Religious
Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall for
scheduling the cross in 2009.

Prayer for Vocations
h God, Father of all mercies, provider of a bountiful harvest,
send your graces upon those you have called to gather the
fruits of your labor; preserve and strengthen them in their lifelong
service to you.

Open the hearts of Your children that they may discern Your
Holy Will; inspire in them a love and desire to surrender
themselves to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus Christ.

Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life
guided by Your divine Word and Truth. Through the intercession
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, and Saints,
humbly hear our prayers and grant Your Church's needs, through
Christ our Lord. Amen.




SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 27, 2008

-
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. 2008 FAMILY FESTIVAL  ©

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, MAY 5
7:00PM
IN THE RECTORY MEETING ROOM

CHAIRPERSONS NEEDED

We are in need of parishioners to take responsibility
for various aspects of the festival. Please contact the
rectory and we’ll put you in contact with Tom Loebig the
Family Festival Chairperson.

FESTIVAL DATES
Wednesday, July 9
Thursday, July 10
Friday, July 11
Saturday, July 12

BASKET AUCTION

I would like to thank our faithful parishioners who
have been donating to the basket auction, your generosity
is greatly appreciated. Many beautiful items have been
donated, however, we still need many more
items to fill the baskets. You can donate a
filled basket, that would be great! Drop off
your donations at the rectory with your name
attached. Thanks and God bless, Denise
Lucas 724-339-4835.

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:

Robert Lauff

Baptism
We welcome into our faith community with great joy the newly
baptized.: Gabrielle Reese Corson, Zachary Ilan Katona,
Alexander Ryan Payne, Taylor Rose Stewart, Enzo Joseph Mele.
May God send his peace upon you and your loved ones in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home and requesting our prayers: William Duffy, Maribeth
(Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman,
Evelyn Komisak, Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Sr. Janet,
Mary Svoboda, John Hicks, Anthony DiBello, Betty Telles, John
Truxal, Richard Novotny, James Polliard, Hayward Markham,
Robert Jenkins, Marie Sevcik, Steve Kocis.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
John F. Stakel
requested by Wife and Family

Flowers at the Altar
are given in the honor and glory
of our Lord, in loving memory of
John F. Stakel
requested by Wife and Family

Special Events Elsewhere

Fraternity of Priests Schedule for Mass & Healing Prayers
May 14 — St. Mary (Cecil)

June 18 — St. Paul (Greensburg)

July 9 — St. Louise de Marillac (Upper St. Clair)

August 20 — St. Francis of Assisi (Finleyville)

September 10 — St. Barbara (Bridgeville)

October 8 — St. Theresa of Lisieux (Munhall)

November 12 — Holy Family (Latrobe)

December 3 — St. Alexis (Wexford)

You may contact Fr. Tom for directions to any of these
parishes. All begin at 7:00PM

The Fraternity of Priests includes priests of the Pittsburgh and
Greensburg Dioceses.

Saint Vincent Gallery is currently accepting entries for The
Catholic Arts Competition and Exhibition. The juried competition
will be held this summer and primarily seeks to foster the arts of
the Western Christian tradition, but other artistic traditions of
Christian subject matter will be considered. For details and entry

form visit www.stvincent.edu/gallery or by writing to: The Saint
Vincent Gallery, Saint Vincnet College, 300 Fraser Purchase Road,
Latrobe, PA 15650.

Employment Opportunity—The Catholic Cemeteries
Association of the Diocese of Pittsburgh is seeking women and
men for positions as Sales Counselors in the North Hills,
Cranberry, and Monroeville areas. If you enjoy working with
people on a daily basis and prefer a flexible schedule, please
contact us. We have part-time and full time opportunities available.
Call Denise at 1-888-966-2424.

Pittsburgh Folk Festival—The 52nd annual festival is set for
May 16-18 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center.
International foods, traditional music, cultural exhibits, folk crafts,
global marketplace and ethnic cooking demonstrations from more
than 30 nationalities. Parishioners from a number of parishes
representing a wide range of ethnic traditions will be participating.
Advance tickets $8, $10 at the door; children (4-12) $4 (under 4)
free. Tickets/Info, call 412-278-1267.




