
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH               PITTSBURGH, PA  

Pastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s NotesPastor’s Notes    
 Thanks to the Youth Ministry Members and their 
parents, Christie, Joe & Fr. Bill for their help preparing, 
and serving the spaghetti dinner to the cast and crew of St. 
Ferdinand’s Living Stations last Sunday.  They 
also did a wonderful job of cleaning up.   
 Dinner went very well and the presentation 
was wonderful.  Those who missed Living 
Stations  missed not only a wonderful meditative 
experience, but also a great witness of faith by the 
teens.  These have been part of their Youth 
Ministry program for 25 years and have allowed over 800 
teens to witness their faith to thousands.  The closest 
presentation they have remaining is at St. Paul Cathedral 
Palm Sunday. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 A mailing was sent out this past week concerning our 

upcoming Parish Mission.  Thanks to the 
many who gave of their time and energy to 
prepare the mailing (which was printed here).  
 Our Parish Mission is set for Monday 
through Wednesday, March 10-12 with Mike 
Patin, a very worthy international retreat 

director, will be directing these three evenings.  These will 
be three evenings worth attending.  Each night will carry 
with it a certain theme, and will be approximately one hour 
in length.  More information will be provided through 
bulletin fliers in the next two weeks.  You don’t want to 
miss these evenings.   
 The following night (Thursday, March 13) is our 
Lenten Reconciliation Service when many priests will be 
available for individual confessions.  It’s a great way to 
prepare ourselves to enter into Holy Week.  Make it a 
priority for your faith. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 We think we’ve targeted the problem with our 
sound system, although a company is coming in 
to provide a professional opinion.  After Living 
Stations last weekend, there was severe crackling 
being heard which led to one quick check.  If we’re right, 
the wiring is old and brittle, meaning it needs replaced.  If 
we’re wrong, then it’s most likely the wiring and the 
speakers.  Neither is good!  So if you hear a little noise 
from the sound system, don’t be shaken. This too will pass. 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 Whatever it may be with the sound system — wiring or 
speakers — it will be added to a growing list of capital 

improvement projects we need to address.  
And that’s what parish staff, pastoral 
council, and finance committee members 
will be doing next Sunday, going away for a 
Day of Reflection and Discernment.  We will 

be spending the majority of the morning and afternoon in 
prayer and discussion, as we consider numerous options for 

growth in every aspect of parish life.   This is a 
recommendation made through the diocese, and one we take 
very seriously.  Prayer and discernment are critical to 
success.  It’s stepping away so we can hear God’s will.   
 Please pray for us as we constantly implore the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.   

~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
 We’ve talked slightly concerning the need to reduce our 
Sunday Mass Schedule, going to three instead of four, 
while leaving the Saturday evening Mass as it is at this time. 
 The Mass Reduction Committee, 
comprised of members of the parish who freely 
committed their time and energy, has met 
twice, and have laid out the entire plan for a 
decision to be made down the road. 
 However, before anything more can be done,  
Parishioner Input needs to be received.  This will take 
place the first weekend of April at all the Masses.  More 
information will be provided in the weeks to come. 
 The committee has studied the Mass schedules of all the 
neighboring parishes, most closely those belonging to our 
cluster.  They have also studied the guidelines from the 
diocese which govern our decision-making process.  And we 
know that down the road we’ll be hit with the diminishing 
number of active priests. 
 Part of the reasoning for the Mass 
Reduction effort is because of the priest 
shortage.  However, Mass attendance is a 
critical issue.  Masses with less than 50% 
of the church full need to be studied.  And 
if a number of masses are this low, then 
consideration must be taken to abbreviate 
the Mass schedule.  Attendance at the majority of Masses at 
St. John’s does not reach 50% capacity according to our last 
October count. 
 According to this count, only 27% of our registered 
members attend Mass on the weekend at St. John’s.  There is 
another 5% that attends at local churches for a variety of 
reasons, including: A)  Time of Mass — many regularly go 
to 4:00PM Mass Saturday or 7:00PM Mass Sunday night 
[four of the five parishes in our cluster have a 10:00AM 
Mass which some prefer];  2)  Work schedules — and it’s 
very valid and honorable that an effort is made;  3)  Planned 
activities.  Most of the above people place their envelopes in 
the basket wherever they attend. 
 That’s 32% which is about the norm for many parishes 
— not good, but the norm.  That leaves 68% of our 
registered members not attending Mass at all.  That’s over 
4,000 neighbors or family members not attending.  Ouch!  
That says that it falls upon all of us to reach out to them, or 
become a very small parish. 
 Watch the bulletin inserts for more understanding, and 
the full procedure, including diocesan approval before any 
implementation can occur.   Love and prayers, 
          Fr. Tom 



 
 
 
Sunday, February 24, 2008 
 9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  RMR 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex classroom 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship  -  annex 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 
 7:30 p.m.  SYM  -  convent 

Monday, February 25 
 5:00 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 7:00 p.m. Praise Band  -  church 
 8:00 p.m. Bell Choir  -  church 

Tuesday, February 26 
 9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents  -  annex 
 9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group  -  convent 
 12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents  -  annex 
 4:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 6:30 p.m. CCD  -  education center 
 7:00 p.m. Vocation Committee meeting  -  annex 

Wednesday, February 27 
 10:30 a.m. Ladies of Charity  -  annex 
 3:00 p.m. Altar Server training  -  church 
 6:30 p.m. Brownies  -  cafeteria 
 7:00 p.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  church 
 7:30 p.m. Young Adults Scripture Study  -  convent 

Thursday, February 28 
 3:00 p.m. SJBS Cantors  -  church 
 3:45 p.m. Jr. Choir  -  church 
 6:30 p.m. Webelos  -  cafeteria 
 7:00 p.m. Cantors  -  annex 
 7:30 p.m. Choir  -  church 
 7:45 p.m. Scouts  -  cafeteria 

Friday, February 29 
 2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross  -  church 
 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross  -  church 

Saturday, March 1 
Sunday, March 2 
 9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment  -  RMR 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy  -  annex 
 11:00a.m.  Pastoral Staff Retreat   
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

Offertory Report  
DATE: FEBRUARY 17, 2008 

 

   Sunday collection   $10,767 
   Needed for Budget   $12,762 
   Over/Under               $-1,995 

 

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners 

Readings for the Week of February 24 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2,5-8/Jn 4:5-42  
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25,34-43/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1,5-9/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  

Vocations Committee Meeting 
 The vocations committee will meet on Tuesday, 
February 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the annex. 
 The committee is working out details on the 
upcoming visits in April to St. Paul Seminary with 5th 
through 8th grade students. 
 In the past two weeks CCD students in grades 6-8th were 
visited by Sister Mary Christine Carlin and Father Tony Gargotta 
who talked to them about religious life and priesthood. Join us on 
Tuesday, we would appreciate your suggestions. 

Crown of Thorn Pins Available 
 The very popular Crown of Thorn Pins are 
available at the rectory office during business 
hours. The price is $1.00 per pin. 

Lenten Vespers 
For all the remaining Sundays of Lent  

7:00 p.m. in the church. 
This is one of those times when we think we’re giving 
to God in our praise and thanksgiving.  We are really 

receiving so much more.  Ending the Lord’s day with God helps 
us to take God into the week ahead. 

 

Stations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the Cross    
Friday  Friday  Friday  Friday  ————  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM  2:10 PM and 7:00 PM    

in the churchin the churchin the churchin the church    

    

 A reminder: During Lent Mass is offered every  A reminder: During Lent Mass is offered every  A reminder: During Lent Mass is offered every  A reminder: During Lent Mass is offered every     Thursday Thursday Thursday Thursday 

evening at 7:00 p.m. evening at 7:00 p.m. evening at 7:00 p.m. evening at 7:00 p.m.     

During Holy Week Mass will be offered Monday through During Holy Week Mass will be offered Monday through During Holy Week Mass will be offered Monday through During Holy Week Mass will be offered Monday through 

Wednesday at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.Wednesday at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.Wednesday at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.Wednesday at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.    

Mom’s Group 
  Mom’s Group meet every Tuesday 
from 9:45 to 11:30 a.m. in the convent. The 
group is for Mom’s with children ages infant to 
three years old. Parish moms, friends and neighbors 
are welcome to join the group for relaxing 
conversation while the children play and socialize. 
For more info, call Patty Messina at 412-798-2818. 

Fraternity of Priests 
 The following are scheduled masses with prayers for 
healing in the months to come.   
 All masses are Wednesdays at 7:00PM. 
 March 5 — St. Bonaventure (Glenshaw) 
 April 16 — St. John the Baptist (Unity) 
 May 14 — St. Mary (Cecil) 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP  

 

IN THE CATHOLIC TRADITION, responsible citizenship is 
a virtue; participation in the political process is a moral 
obligation.  Believers are called to become informed, active, 

and responsible participants in the political process. Even 
those who are not citizens are called to participate.  

Catholics who seek political office have 
a particular responsibility to bring 
together their faith, moral convictions, 
and public responsibilities.   This is 
about more than one election.  It 
requires ongoing participation in the 
political process. Our nation is 
enriched, not threatened, when religious 

groups join public debate.  A Catholic moral framework is 
often not “politically correct;” it does not fit the rigid 
ideologies of “right or “left,” or the platform of any party.  
Believers are called to be a community of conscience within 
the larger society, testing every candidate and party for how 
they affect human life and dignity, and how they pursue 
justice and peace. 
 
 St. John’s will be conducting a non-partisan voter 
registration drive after all 

Masses on Saturday and Sunday,  March 8, 9,  
2008.  We urge you to register (if you aren’t 
presently registered) and vote in the upcoming 
election.  There will be a table at each exit with 
registration cards and absentee ballots.  Take the 
registration home and fill it out and send to the 
address provided in the registration form.   

 
Each person making an application to register to vote 

must: 

>Be a citizen of the United States for at least one 

month before the next election. 
>Be a resident of Pennsylvania and your election 

district for at least 30 days before the next 

election. 
>Be at least 18 years of age on the day of the next 

election. 

 
 

 

Take Care Health Clinics—An affordable and convenient 
way to access healthcare in the area. The Clinics are open 
seven days a week inside select Walgreens stores: 6201 
Saltsburg Road, Penn Hills, 324 Hulton Road, Oakmont and 
2455 Leechburg Road, New Kensington. The Clinics are 
staffed with certified  family nurse practitioners who can 
treat a wide array of illnesses, perform many screenings, 
and can administer vaccines as well. No appointments 
accepted—Just walk in! Most insurers in Western PA are 
accepted. If you do not have insurance, the average visit 
runs about $60. 

YOUNG ADULT LENTEN FAITH SHARING 
Wednesday Nights in Lent 
7:30-9pm 
Convent 

Young Men and Women ages 18-40, 
married or single are invited to attend. 
Come and share your faith with others. 

For more info email 
sjbyouth@comcast.net 

 
Co-Ed Softball Players Wanted:  Singles 21 and over. 
Games are played at the VA Hospital in Highland park. 
Looking for a new way to meet people, make friends, and 
share good times with others? Check out the Catholic 
Alumni Club.   The group offers tennis, parties, picnics, 
dances, hiking, volleyball, dinners, scripture study, trips 
and many other great events. For more information or an 
application, go to their website: www.cacpittsburgh.org. 
or call Meredith at 412-683-8082. 

DO YA DKNOW? 
Why do we genuflect before entering our pew and 

leaving the church? 

Do Ya Know? 
 It’s not for Sunday morning exercise or to hear the 
rhythmic tones of knees cracking and creaking throughout 
the church. Genuflection goes back thousands of years 
when people would genuflect in supplication before 

emperors and royalty. Catholics genuflect towards 
the tabernacle in recognition of the presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, the “Lord 
of lords and King of kings.” (Revelation 17:14)  
 At St. John’s the tabernacle is located in the 
center of the church so that is the direction we 

genuflect. Often times, in other Catholic churches, the 
tabernacle is located to the side and in such cases one 
should genuflect in that direction. Our actions and gestures 
reflect what we believe so all should genuflect to the 
Blessed Sacrament upon entering and leaving the church 
and when passing by the tabernacle unless one is 
physically unable to do so. In such cases a bow before the 
tabernacle is appropriate. Also, one may not be required to 
genuflect because they carry the cross or book of the 
Gospels in procession. Here too, a bow is appropriate.  
Think of genuflecting to the Lord as good practice for the 
end of time when “every knee shall bend, of those in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11)  
 The Abbot and Abbess welcome your questions about 
the Catholic Faith, please send your questions along so we 
can answer them in future bulletins. You may send them  
via email, stjohnthebaptistparish@comcast.net, drop them 
in the Sunday collection basket or bring them to the 
rectory.   



SJB Preschool 

 Parent Meeting for Three Year Olds 
February 26, 2008  — Easter Craft Session 

Please bring sharp scissors, hole 

punch, black marker and a stapler, if 

possible. 

    

SJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWSSJB SCHOOL NEWS    
    

• School Registration:  It’s ongoing!  
You can call the school office (412-793-0555) or stop 
in to receive information concerning St. John the 
Baptist School, or to register now.  Office hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Congratulations to the following Lottery Calendar winners: 

From February 11th to February 17th 

Gena Meloni #042, Theresa Szmed #219, Stan Behon #065, 
Unsold #600, Denise Hooper #203, Mary Galamb #074, Mike 
Moeslein #295. 
 

Calendars are available at school and at the rectory. 
The calendar is good  for 10 more months! 

NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
 

 Thanks to all the students who expressed interest in 
becoming altar servers.  You may attend either the 
afternoon or evening training sessions that have been 
scheduled.   Please mark your calendars now with these 
important dates and times.   
 The after school training sessions will be on the 

following Wednesdays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.: 
   February 27  
   March5  
   March 26 
   April 2   
   April 9 
 The evening sessions will be on the 

following Mondays (please note the time change for 

the last three practices.)   
   March 3, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
   March 24, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
   March 31, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
   April 7, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
   April 14, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 Experienced servers are needed to assist in training 
the incoming servers.  Please contact Mr. Vannucci at 
(412) 795-5294 or jvannuc@comcast.net if you are 
willing to help.   

SENIOR YOUTH MINISTRY 
Senior Youth 

"CHANGE OUR HEARTS" 
SUNDAY NIGHT SESSION-TONIGHT 
February 24th 
7:30-9pm 
Youth Room 
Anyone in grades 9-12 is welcome! 
Why is this Lent going to be different? 
 
Mark Your Calendar 

PALM SUNDAY EVENT 
March 16 
St. Anthony's Chapel Tour 
See some of the most amazing relics from 
saints of yesterdays. 
Pizza and laser tag will follow 
We will be taking a bus from North American Martyrs, 
leaving at 1:15pm 
 
 

Junior Youth Ministry 
GAME NIGHT 
Friday, March 28th 
7-9pm 
Youth Room 
Bring your favorite group games and be ready 

for fun! 

Oakland Catholic announces their 5th Annual OC Eagle 
Golf Classic Golf Tournament on Monday, April 28 at Fox 
Chapel Golf Club. Event Chair is Penny McKenna and 
Joseph A. Massaro II is Honorary Chair. For more 
information, questions and sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Karen Marner in the Institutional Advancement Office 412-
682-6877, email, development@oaklandcatholic.org. 

CHERUB CHOIR SCHEDULE 
ALL ON THURDAY  

 ALL FROM 3:45 TO 4:15 PM 
 

      February 28 
      March 6 
      March 13 
      March 20 

Easter Sunday, March 23rd—10:30 AM Mass 
Meet in the annex at 10:15 a.m.  

“Celebrate the Sacraments in Scripture” Enter into the 
Great Adventure of our faith with one of the most inspiring 
teacher in the Catholic Church today. Dr. Tim Gray will 
present the Great Adventure Lenten Seminar at Good 
Samaritan Church, 725 Glenwood Avenue, Ambridge on 
Saturday, March 8th. On-site registration/sign-in from 7:00-
7:45 a.m.; Mass 8:00 a.m.; Seminar from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. For more information/costs, please call 724-266-6565. 



 
 
 
 
SUNDAY - Third Sunday of Lent (02/24) 
 5:00 p.m. Percy and Ida Ammon  
   (Louis and Cathy Ammon) 
   Interpreted Mass 
 7:30 a.m. Mary Jane Scullion (Mary Clancy) 
 9:00 a.m. In thanksgiving to the life of Joseph James Dawson 
   (Family) 
 10:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 12:00 p.m. Amelia Mazur (Charlotte Kapton) 
 1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 
MONDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/25) 
 7:00 a.m. James and Armenta LeDonne  
   (Jim and Blanche LeDonne) 
 9:00 a.m. Clifton Dietrick (M/M Charles Cosnotti) 

TUESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/26) 
 7:00 a.m. Ronald Rudski (Ruth and Al Mack)  
 9:00 a.m. Robert Vormack (Roberta Yaklich and Family)  

WEDNESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/27) 
 7:00 a.m. Pat Politano (Rose Marie Kuntz)   
 9:00 a.m. Edward C. Falkowski, anniv. (Wife and Family)  
 9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

THURSDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/28) 
 7:00 a.m. Patrick and Sarah Walsh (Frank Petty)   
 9:00 a.m. Kathleen Hood (Bonnie Franciscus and Family)  
 7:00 p.m. Doris Innamaratto (The Dopico Family) 

FRIDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/29) 
 7:00 a.m. Angela M. Zorn (Russ and Bernie Hull)   
 9:00 a.m. Don Lockard (Alice Schaeffer and Family) 
 2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross    
SATURDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/01) 
 9:00 a.m. Robert J. Pelc (Pat Waldo) 
 9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
SUNDAY - Fourth Sunday of Lent (03/02) 
 5:00 p.m. Joseph and Jennie Slanina (Alan and Susan Pate)  
 7:30 a.m. Maryann Kiefer (The Franciscus Family)   
 9:00 a.m. Lucas Simmons (Frank and Marian Grasinger)  
 10:30 a.m. John T. McGuirk (Rose and Family)  
 12:00 p.m. Living and Deceased of the Parish 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers   

Parish Mission Statement 

 Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum 
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
 As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron 
Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.  We are 
committed to keeping our faith alive and growing 
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service. 
Through evangelization and stewardship we encourage 
full and active participation of all members. 
 We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by 
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while 
reaching out to all God’s people. 
 

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 

Pray for our Seminarians 
 

Robert W. Fleckenstein  
Daniel J. Langa 

Saint Vincent Seminary, 300 Fraser Purchase Road 
Latrobe, PA 15205 

 

The seminarians enjoy hearing from our parishioners and 
are grateful for all prayers. 

 
VOCATION CROSS 

 Please join the Horvatic Family in prayer this 
week as they display the Vocation Cross in their 
home and pray for Religious Vocations. The 
Vocation Cross is scheduled for EVERY week of 
2008! Thank you for your support of Religious 
Vocations awareness. Watch the bulletin in the fall for 
scheduling the cross in 2009. 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

O h God, Father of all mercies, provider of a bountiful 
harvest, send your graces upon those you have called to 

gather the fruits of your labor; preserve and strengthen them in 
their lifelong service to you. 
 Open the hearts of Your children that they may discern Your 
Holy Will; inspire in them a love and desire to surrender 
themselves to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus 
Christ. 
 Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life 
guided by Your divine Word and Truth. Through the intercession 
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, and Saints, 
humbly hear our prayers and grant Your Church's needs, through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Marriage Protection Amendment Correction 
 Last weekend we ran a bulletin 
announcement sent from the diocesan 
Department for Social Advocacy and 

Convening about the Pennsylvania Marriage Protection 
Amendment that contained an error. It referenced a website 
with a very similar address to one owned by the 
Pennsylvania For Marriage Coalition that does not 
represent the views of the Church on the issue of marriage. 
Sadly, the confusing website underscores the importance of 
our advocacy on this issue. 
 Now more than ever, the marriage protection effort 
needs your help. Your state representative and state senator 
need to hear from you that marriage makes a difference. 
Log on to www.pacatholic.org to send a message telling 
your legislators to support the marriage amendment. 

ONE-DAY PRE-CANA PROGRAM 
 St. John the Baptist will be conducting a One-
Day Pre-Cana Program on Saturday, April 26th 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. This program meets all 
Diocesan requirements for engaged couples. For 

more information or to register, please call Mrs. Tarr at 412-
795-6376. Registration is a must. 



In the beauty of the snowflake falling softly on the land 
Is the mystery and miracle of God’s creative hand  

For what better answers are there to prove His holy Being 
Than the wonders all around us  
that are ours just for the seeing. 

 THINK BASKET AUCTION!! 
 Yes, it’s that time again to start thinking about the 

Basket Auction for our Family Festival 2008. 
Donations are now being taken at the rectory. 
We are in need of new items to fill our 
baskets. We  also need large baskets AND 
baskets already full of items!  Please be 
generous. We want to make this the best 
auction yet. You can drop off your donations 

at the rectory with your name attached. If you have any 
questions please feel free to call Denise Lucas at 724-339-
4835......Thank you for your help. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT                   FEBRUARY 24, 2008 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St. 
John’s: 
   Sean, Janine and Nancylee Cleary 
     

Rest In Peace 

 Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed, 
especially James Madden who died on February 16th, Roberta 

Contreras who died on February 17th and Angelo Petricca, 
brother of John Petricca, who died on February 18th. 

 
Praying for the Sick 

 Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or 
at home and requesting our prayers: Edward Habjan, William 
Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul Arndt, Veronica Sacsek, 
Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Matthew 
Smith, Sally Ann Dominkus, Sr. Janet, Mary Svoboda, John 
Hicks, Anthony DiBello, Betty Telles, John Truxal, Richard 
Novotny, Ernest Gigliotti, James Polliard, Hayward Markham, 
Robert Jenkins, James Sipe. 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER—THE 300 CLUB 
What is the 300 Club? 

The 300 Club is a fundraiser for the church, it is also a 
“fun” club for the people who join. The goal is 
to have 300 members who each pay $20 a 
month for 12 months or $200 up front, which 
is a savings of $40. Each week (52 weeks) 
there is a drawing and the winner receives 
$200. There is a banquet with dancing at the end of the year 
where more prizes are given. Interested? Call Gerri Kopelic 
at 412-795-2672. 

Confirmation Quiz — No. 7 
 This may sound very juvenile, and should be asked 
of second grade students (which it is).  But we’ve found 
many of our eighth grade students do not know these 
three prayers.  Nor do they know what you mean when 
you ask them to make  the Sign of the Cross.  
Therefore... 
 THIS WEEK’S QUIZ:  Recite the 
“Our Father”, the “Hail Mary”, and the 
“Glory Be”, and tell/show how to 
properly make the Sign of the Cross. 
 
LAST WEEK:  Name the seven Gifts 
  of the Holy Spirit and provide a  
 short explanation of their purpose  
 in our spiritual formation.  Most of the gifts were  
 mentioned in the quiz part last week. 
 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit (with partial explanation) 
Wisdom — insight that helps determine right and wrong 
Knowledge — ability to seek the truth  
Understanding — the ability to respond as God does —  
 in truth and justice 
Counsel — the ability to make good choices  
 (also known as Right Judgment)    
Fortitude — the strength to maintain principles of faith in  
 the face of adversity (also known as Courage)   
Piety — our ability to pray, and to grow in union with  
 God (also known as Holiness)  
Fear of the Lord — acknowledging that God can do all,  
 but should provide a healthy respect.  (also known  
 as Wonder & Awe in the presence of God) 
 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
Charity (Love)    Joy            Peace   
Patience   Kindness     Goodness  
Generosity   Gentleness     Faithfulness  
Modesty   Self control     Chastity 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST at St. Januarius Parish on 
Saturday, March 8th from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m. Cost is  $5.00 
for adults and $3.00 for children 12 and under. The menu 
includes: pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, juice and 
coffee. 
 
OLDIES DANCE—The St Bernadette Festival Committee 
is presenting “An Evening With the Oldies” on Saturday, 
March 1st from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. in the lower level of the 
Lourdes Center. Music from the 50’s, 60’s 70’s and 80’s 
will get you dancing. Cost is $20 per couple which includes 
food, soda, beer, snacks and all the fun you can have! To 
make reservations and/or to reserve a table for up to 8 
people, please contact Matt and Linda Valentine at 412-
373-3237 or mjvalentine8@comcast.net. 

Don’t forget to look over our advertisers' on the back of the 

bulletin when looking for a florist, auto repair, grocery store, 

heating/air conditioning etc. Please patronize those who pay for 

the printing of our bulletin. It is a great way to say Thanks for 

their support. 


