ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST

CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

The note came while | was away. It was straight to

the point. Why? Why? Why?

School students asking unanswerable
guestions concerning the Catholic practice
of May Crowning. Why is it in May? Why
do we put a crown on Mary’s head? Why

don’t others do it?

There is no documented time as to

N

when May Crowning actually began. Nor do we have
a specific reason for May being the month to honor
Mary. Mary’s crowning is not scripturally based but
comes out of the traditions of believers from many
countries. This is very noticeable in the Eastern Rites
which use iconography in a very rich expression of

belief.

Each week in the bulletin a little more will be
shared concerning Mary, her role in the Church,
beliefs and practices, and more.

It is interesting that more and more religions have
begun to give Mary her proper place in God’s plan of
salvation. Islamic tradition has always seen Mary in a

unique role, even as thei

r own faith moves us away

from Jesus as Savior to Jesus as only a prophet. Other
Christian faiths, without agreeing to everything the

Church teaches concerni
the value of Mary in the

Political Activity is Not
Permitted on Parish
Property at Any Time.
Pamphlets, political
signs, freebees, etc., are
not permitted on our
parish property at any
time until the day of the
elections. Those active
in political campaigns
are asked to remind their
constituents of this
policy set down by the
Church for good reason.

ng Mary, have begun to see
life of faith for all believers.

We're into May. You can
easily tell by all the signs
along the roads advocating
candidates for numerous
positions in local government.

Yes, these do matter. And
yes, as is clearly stated by the
documents concerning
Responsible Citizenship, there
is a moral obligation to be
involved in the political
process, even if itisonly in
voting. Our voting should be
done with a well-informed
conscience, learning as much
as possible concerning the
candidates and their positions
on the various issues.

Most importantly in local,
county and state elections are
the social issues advocated by
the Church concerning the

rights of every
individual. Often our
voting record does
not reflect this as it
should. These
documents that
heighten our
awareness of the
teachings of the
Gospel, remind us
that our voting is
never to be for
individual agendas,
but for the betterment
of the whole —all
people. This may
mean that we
sometimes — even in
primaries — must
choose against
candidates we favor,

TOWN HALL MEETING
Please take the time to read
today’s insert and prepare
yourself for the Parish Town
Hall Meeting on Monday, May
14 at 7:00PM in the Church.
There will be large and small
discussions that will help the
members of our Pastoral
Council do their job of creating
short and long range goals for
St. John’s. This is, as we’ve
said in the past, the future for
parishes, and the expectation
of the diocese concerning
envisioning
ministry in the
future where
all members
take an active
participation.

but who respect and

seek to bring betterment to the whole. This is what
Jesus did in giving of himself.

In all of this, it is most important that we, as
faithful and faith-filled people, are to affect the world

as God would have it.

The primary elections are Tuesday, May 15, which
means we have time to study the issues and pray

concerning our choices.

<

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

We’re looking for an
electrician who can
provide the necessary skill

and time to install a spotlight that will illumine the
parish name on the back of the church. We’ll provide
the material and assistance. Please call the rectory if

you can help.

We're so grateful to

donating the costs of the Festival Raffle

Tickets this year. Itisa

tremendously helps our parish. Thank You!

| told Father Bill I'd

Knee Funeral Home for

sizeable gift that

guit a certain habit if

we cleared $50,000 on the raffle this year. | don’t
know if he got the word out yet.

“The one thing no one can take from a man is his values.
And a man is nothing without them.” — Sherman T. Potter

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom




PARISH SERVICE PROGRAM
PRODUCE TO PEOPLE
SATURDAY, MAY 26
8:00AM TO 12:00PM
SOUTHSIDE.

Produce to People, sponsored by the
Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank
To sign up, contact the rectory AT 412-793-4511.
We will carpool from St. John’s.
As many as twenty people can participate on this day to
Help distribute, carry and keep records.

Plan to volunteer and help our neighbors!
Please call now to sign up!

Offertory Report

DATE: APRIL 29, 2007

Sunday collection $11,806
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $ -956
Parish Social Ministry $ 1,055

Second Collection
Improvement Fund, May 5/6
Catholic Relief, May 12/13

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TRAINING
We have our Vacation Bible School volunteer training for all
leaders and youth helpers on the following dates:
May 29th, 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria
Assignments crew/station leaders
June 6th, 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria
Job training and practice
June 10th, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Decorating the cafeteria and final preparation
If you would like to help with VBS, both adults and youth
helpers, please call the Religious Education Office at 412-795-
6376. If you are new to the parish, this is a wonderful event for
teens and young adults to help at the parish. Youth helpers have to
have finished the fifth grade. We welcome new volunteers and
always have room for extra help in a variety of areas. If you are an
adult leader and have not been contacted about helping this year,
please call our office as soon as possible as we will be having our
adult leader meeting soon.

90% SUCCESS STORY

Marriages where the husband does
more than simply go to church on
Sundays have a phenomenal success
ratio in comparison to the national norm.
Perhaps you wish to become involved in
the Men’s Fellowship on Saturday, May 12 at 7:30
a.m. in the annex. Get together, share faith and
thoughts about scripture, and how you can better
your lives as Christian men in the many roles that
you have.

CONTINUING MYSTAGOGY
The next session will be held on Sunday, May 13
4} in the convent immediately after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
48 Yes it’s Mothers’ Day that day. What better way to
&8 begin Mothers’ Day than in the bosom of Holy Mother
#% Church and with our Blessed Mother? This will be the
= last session focusing on the RCIA Class of 2006.
Beginning in June the focus will be on the RCIA Class
of 2007. And the Class of 2006 will be joining the Classes of 2003
through 2005 in assisting the class of 2007 make the transition into
being participating members of the Church. So there’s a lot we need
to do, and we need all of you there.

Readings for the Week of May 6

Sunday: Acts 14:21b-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a,34-5
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/In 14:21-26
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8

Thursday:  Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 '
Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 .

Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2,22-29/Rv 21:10-14,22-23/Jn :23-9
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Sunday, May 6, 2007
10:00 am. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
Monday, May 7
7:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School Leaders - annex
7:30 p.m. Scout meeting - library
7:30 p.m. Young Adults - convent
Tuesday, May 8
9:45 am. Mom’s Group - convent
7:00 p.m. Confirmation meeting - church
Wednesday, May 9
6:00 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
Thursday, May 10
3:00 p.m. SJBS Produce pick-up - education center
7:00 p.m. SJBS Choral Concert - Plum high school
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
7:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
Friday, May 11
Kennywood Picnic
Saturday, May 12
7:30 aam. Men’s Fellowship - annex
6:30 p.m. Junior Youth Ministry - Funfest
Sunday, May 13
8:00 a.m. Garden Club Flower Sale pick-up -
rectory garage
10:00 am. RCIA Continuing Mystagogy - convent
10:30 am. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
6:00 p.m. SYM Mother’s Day Dinner - convent




Welcome to the Lord’s

Table

Justin Yano Bartley
Deana Nicole Bellante
Kenneth James Boeringer, Jr.
Anthony Borriello
Joseph Francis Cattani

Madison Rose Cubarney
Dominic Matthew Davido
Dominic DeFilippo

Megan McRandal

Kyle Novak

Gianna Palmieri

Nikolai George Pintea
Austin Paul Shick

Sarah Silvio

Shannon Nicole Soboslay
Katherine Ann Trozzi

Jamie Irene Gatesman
Katelyn Gress
Ciara Joyce Hasselman
Paul Eamon Hasselman
Breana Lynn Kelly
Lauren Elizabeth Kolenik
Sarah M. Mautino
Brian Joseph McCloske
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MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY

May is the month dedicated to devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Every Catholic should have a devotion of some type to
Mary. There are numerous prayers to Mary from which to select;
the most popular is praying the Rosary. If we
do not have a devotion to Mary, the month of
May is a good month to begin. Asking
Mary’s intercession is not difficult, but how
might we begin a prayer to Mary?

A good way to begin is to have a mental
image of Mary; sometimes a statue or picture
may help, but remember that we do not pray
to that statue or picture. These images help
us to focus our thoughts and prayers, and
then we can open our hearts and minds to the
Blessed Mother. We can tell her our cares and concerns trusting
that her love will be a comfort for us. We ask Mary to intercede on
our behalf with her son, Jesus, just as she did at the wedding feast
of Cana. Mary takes our prayers to her son, and He in turn will
respond to our needs according to His will.

When we pray to Mary in this way, we are reminded of our
inclusion in God’s family. We believe that Mary loves us as her
children just as she loves Jesus, her son. Her love for us is
powerful and pure because she loves without the weakness of sin.
Praying for Mary’s intercession in no way diminishes our belief in
Christ as our Redeemer. Marian devotion is an acceptance of the
power of Christ’s saving work and of His longing for all of us to
be involved in that work. Mary continues her “yes” to god’s will
by assisting us in our needs today. Devotion to Mary will lead us
to Christ.

“Pray for us, Holy Mother of God, that we may be made
worthy of the promises of Christ.”

Attention Young Adults

18-40 years old
Coach is looking for a new team! Steve
Bodnar coach of our CYO basketball team will
be joining us tomorrow night, Monday, May 7
at 7:30 p.m. in the convent living room. He will
be sharing life stories and how God has a plan
for us all. The topic is enlightening, informative

and enjoyable. DON’T MISS IT!

St. John’s 1st
YOUNG ADULT GOLF OUTING
Join other young adults, 18-40, single or
married, male or female for our first

Young Adult Golf Outing
Sunday, June 3rd
Tee Time beginning at
2:00 p.m.
$45 — 18 holes
ALCOMA GOLF CLUB

Register now by sending in your name and
phone number along with your money to the
rectory office or drop it in the collection
basket. Please mark it:

ATTN: Young Adult Golf Outing
You must register in advance of the event.
Questions? Contact Shannon or Brandy Derry
at 412-795-7802 or
email derry_brandy@yahoo.com

Baby ltem Collection
We will be holding a baby item drive the
\J@ weekend of May 20th. We will be collecting

o

SN diapers, wipes, baby clothes, baby food,
( \L\\\Dé formula and miscellaneous baby items. There

will be a container in the vestibule of the
church  for your donation. Everything E/?
collected will be donated to Angels Place, a =
center for children of young mothers @

attending school.

VOCATION COUNCIL
You are invited
Holy Hour for Vocations planned for Diocese
Join us in a special Holy Hour to pray for priestly
vocations on Thursday, May 10 from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
at St. Paul Seminary in Crafton. Bishop
Bradley will be present to lead us in prayer
during the Holy Hour. Please consider
sacrificing some time for this important
event. For more information, please contact Suzy
Adamonis at 412-793-6110.




YOUTH MINISTRY

May has arrived!

That means a new giveaway. Check out the parish website
youth ministry section for a chance to win a gift card to
iTunes. Download all your favorite songs with just a
click! Visit www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net
for a chance to win.

Congratulations to Erin Ibarra the winner of last month’s
Target gift card!

SUMMER CALENDARS ARE READY!!!
Summer calendars for anyone in grades 5-
11 have been mailed out. If you did not
receive one, contact the YM office at
sjbyouth@comcast.net. You don’t want to
miss out on a summer of fun.

oA
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Senior Youth Ministry
Get on the bus! There are still a few seats left for the Cedar

Point day trip on June 19th. Turn in your —
registration form now! For tons of info and
registration forms, visit the website at
www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net.
We are honoring Mom this month! Please plan on
Q bringing your mom to our Mother’s Day Dinner on
6{;\\ Sunday, May 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the convent. The
”i%étfz(f) cost of the dinner is $5 for youth and mom. If you
®  would like to attend this special evening to

celebrate your mom, please RSVP to Christie at
sjbyouth@comcast.net.

Junior Youth Ministry

Funfest is almost here! We’re going to Funfest for a night of
Fun on Saturday, May 19th at 6:15 p.m.. If you plan on
attending, email Christie at sjbyouth@comcast.net

nk5 Thanks to all who helped make cookies for the
ha Soup Kitchen. A great night was had by
all! Special thanks to Mrs. Kotvas for all of her hard work!

SCHOOL NEWS

Scrip orders are due tomorrow at 10:00 a.m.

There is no school on Friday, May 11th.

The school Kennywood picnic is on May ===>
11th . Tickets are on sale on Tuesday m
May 8th for $18.00. They only accept p‘.i s
cash or money orders at the school. You
may also purchase tickets at Giant Eagle for $21.00.

Thursday May 10th is May Crowning.

The school will hold its spring
i concert on Thursday May 10th at 7:00
¥ pm at Plum High School Auditorium.

There will be no school on Tuesday May 15th for
election day.

Thank You, Nico and Maria
il | Nico and Maria Nicassio students at St.
[ John’s school won the Plant a Tree Contest
.+ | presented by Radio Disney. Their prizes—a

P

W' Bradford Pear tree, planted on the convent
" d grounds, and treat bags for Nico’s 6th grade class
ﬂ and Maria’s 4th grade class.

Congratulations and thank you for thinking of
your school!

St. John’s Vacation

Bible School—June 11-15
St. John’s invites children ages 4 through 4th grade to
“Awvalanche Ranch™—

Registration forms are available at the rectory,
the vestibule of the church, in the Religious
Education Office or online at stjohnsreled.org.
All registrations are due by June 4th
first come first serve basis

Congratulations, Girls
The following Oakland Catholic High School students
achieved honor roll status for the third quarter: honor:

Blair Cotton, Haleigh Cooper, high honor: Allison

Abraham, Melissa Mautino, highest honor: Samantha

Jo Cooper, Hadley Dean, Christina Holodnik, Jordan

Ibarra, Jessica Lear, Amanda Sedlack and Julianne Tuskan.

300 CLUB WINNERS IN APRIL
Joe Caterino #222, Heather Fry #182, Unsold #68, Inez
Kress #186, Jim Messina #220. Congratulations winners!

- Dox ¢ forget about the 300 Ctib Bangaet on
Fritay, September 21 at Fatutles in Harmaroitle!
) Great food] fan and dancing.

Plum Community Days SUPER BINGO

A Super Bingo is scheduled for Sunday, May 20th at
1:00 p.m. at Plum Senior Center, Center New
Texas Road. Doors open at 11:00 a.m. Cost is 671&17
$25. Food will be available. Proceeds benefit g\bl\
Plum Community Days Firework display. For %
more information call Polly Schmeck at 412-795- c
6646 or Ruth and Joe Boozer at 412-793-2242. Children 12
and up are welcome.

Tcac/7 us true /ovc, Lorci that leaves no one outside.
G/vc us open hearts that welcome all your c/://c/rcn,
with no rcgarc/ for ourselves.

T each us 5/’/71P/5, [ ord, to be like gou.
Amen.



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PAMILY FESTIVAL

JULY 11-12, 2007

A Parking Dream!

The ideal parking dream is having that

spot closest to the door and under cover. MAKE SURE YOUREF

o il TURN YOUR

Oh, you'd like it heated as well? Maybe _—ry
dow¥1town. 4 TICKET sTUBS BYTHEEARLY Berly By

Ours will — hopefully — be one that BIRD DRAWING ON '
resembles hardwood floors rather than SUNDAY JUNE10
sculptured carpeting, making for a walk '
that allows for our heads to be held up FOR $500 .
rather than scanning the horizon for
pitfalls along the way. TWQ Seller Drawings o

If we get perfect response from all our First one on May, 94

registered parishioners, we'll be able to do
this — finish off all of the paving of our
lots. But we need everyone’s help!

GRAND
Those tickets not picked up at Mass DRAWING FOR 10,000

over the past weekends will be mailed out
Monday morning. Please encourage

RAFFLE TICKFTS

Second one on June IO

SATURDAY, JULY 1411

neighbors, family and friends to sell their tickets.

NEW-TO-YOU

All those priceless gems are now being s 1] 8
accepted.

Pre
Please drop them off at the [T ESSEEN

convent garage (But please make sure

it’s not raining.) Custodians are on the property weekdays until
4:00PM. They’ll do period checks on weekends. We're looking for
those special items to fill the rooms — books, toys, decorations,
furniture, etc. Please make sure all appliances work. Thanks!

Next Festival Meeting
Tuesday, May 22 — 7:00PM

Chairpersons Needed
We're in need of chairpersons for the

following areas of our festival. If interested,
please call the rectory as soon as possible at
412-793-4511.

Kiddieland

Booth Sponsorship

(can be done from home)
Workers

Kiddieland is self-explanatory — lots of games
and prizes for the little ones.

Most of the booth sponsorship is done prior to
the festival in writing letters, obtaining donations,
and having signage made.

We'll be recruiting workers, but hope most are
secured by the booth chairpersons through friends
and families.

Also, your family may wish to join with another
family and chair a game for the four nights, allowing
you to recruit friends and family members.

THOSE WHO CHAIRED GAMES LAST YEAR
and wish to do so again are asked to call us within
the next couple of weeks. We don’t want to give
your game to another chairperson!




FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 6, 2007

‘ Mass Intentions ”

SUNDAY - Fifth Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
James C. McBride (Madelyn and Family)
7:30 a.m. Harry and Sarah Gawinske
(Rege and Nancy Urban)
9:00 a.m. John A. Sacek, Jr. (wife, Dorothy)
10:30 a.m. For the Parish
12:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
Charles (anniv.) and Helen Fabich
(Gorczynski and Fabich Families)
MONDAY - Easter Weekday
7:00 a.m. Albert Stefick (Barbara and Jim Koepke)
9:00 a.m. Mrs. Lauatra (Bruno and Flow Bruno)

(05/06)

(05/07)

TUESDAY - Easter Weekday (05/08)
7:00 a.m. Agnes Dunlevy (Helen Drop)
9:00 a.m. Dorothy Blake (Rege Hoolahan)
WEDNESDAY - Easter Weekday (05/09)

7:00 a.m. Florence Vandzura (Friends)
9:00 a.m. Frank, Sr. and Catherine Grasinger and
Edward Smith (Frank and Marian Grasinger)

9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Bl. Damien de Veuster of Moloka’l (05/10)

7:00 a.m. Albert Fedak (Ann Ferencz and Marlene)

9:00 a.m. Josephine Stephensky (Ron and Judy)
FRIDAY - Easter Weekday

7:00 a.m. Barbara Kelly (Bernie and Russ Hull)

9:00 a.m. Mary Ann Thomas (Jerry and Mary Ann Hammill
SATURDAY - Nereus and Archilleus, martyrs (05/12)

9:00 a.m. Gertrude and Stanley Matwsiak (Family)
9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

(05/11)

SUNDAY - Sixth Sunday of Easter (05/13)
5:00 p.m. Mother’s Day
7:30 a.m. All masses for the
9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased
10:30 a.m. Mothers of the Parish
12:00 p.m.

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:
Robert Pelc
Raymond Pelc

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Lillian Turner and Robert Pelc.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Joey Tommarello, Al Mack, Edward
Habjan, William Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul
Arndt, Dolores Burns, Veronica Sacsek, Matt Girdich,
Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Chuck
Dancu, George Lancie, Ralph Genella, Rosemarie Treloar.
May their faith comfort them and God’s blessing’s heal them.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Dolores and Joseph Aschenbrenner
requested by Children

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to
Christ. We are committed to keeping our faith alive
and growing through prayer, sacraments, faith
formation and service. Through evangelization and
stewardship we encourage full and active
participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for the Following Seminarians

Kim J. Schreck
Fourth year of Theology at North American College
00120 Vatican City State, Europe
(an air mail stamp must be used for postage)

Brian E. Wolford
First year Pre-Theology, St. Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh PA 15205

& Please join the Sanka Family this week as they

=2 display the Vocation Cross in their home and pray

for Religious Vocations. Parishioners interested in

. hosting the Vocations Cross in their home for a
s  week may call Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110.

Prayer for Vocations

Father, in your plan of salvation you have provided

through the ages shepherds for your people. We humbly
ask you to strengthen our diocese by calling forth worthy
ministers for your altars and gentle and faithful servants to
proclaim the gospel. Lord through the intercession of our
Blessed Lady the first servant of Christ, we ask you to give
courage to those who you call to say yes as Mary accepted
your call so long ago. Grant this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son , who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.




