ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

Did you see the red on Pentecost Sunday! While it is an
outward appearance, I have to believe that the inner reality
was truly focused on the fullness of Pentecost. The prayer,
responses and song of the people said that there was a true
inner presence and not just a visual effect.

Thanks to those who assisted in preparing for our
celebration of Pentecost, and in returning our worship space
to “ordinary time”.

“You are assigned as pastor (parochial vicar) of a
particular parish. But you are a priest for the diocesan
Church,” Bishop Wuerl used to emphasize when assigning a
priest to a parish as pastor or parochial vicar. Those words
are becoming more and more evident. Fr. Bill and I each
celebrated funeral liturgies in neighboring parishes this past
week while also celebrating three in our own parish.
Welcome to Western Pennsylvania and Allegheny County.

Our primary responsibility is to St.
John the Baptist Parish. We’ll keep that as
such. Unfortunately, funerals — here or
elsewhere — cannot be planned. If
assistance is needed elsewhere and we’re
available at that time, we have an obligation to fulfill. Down
the road there will come a time when we’re scheduled
elsewhere and a parishioner dies. It didn’t happen last week,
but it could, especially if one of us is on retreat, vacation, or
a day off. Please be mindful of this, as adjustments will
need to be made by all concerned when needs in many
places must be met. We know that we’ll be called upon to
assist more and more. That’s part of the changing landscape
of being a parish priest. And until the gift of bi-location is
included in the ritual for ordination, we have to deal with
our limitations.

At the same time, as was discussed during our recent
Town Hall Meeting, we need to begin training parishioners

to do things that priests have done in the past. We already
have a Bereavement Ministry of caring individuals who go
to the funeral homes and conduct the prayer services with
the families. This is also done in the vast majority of
parishes.

We need to expand this ministry to the Committal
Prayers at the cemetery which follow the Funeral Liturgy.
Probably 70% of parishes now have parishioners trained and
capable of leading these final prayers. In some parishes it
has become standard practice. In others, parishioners lead
these prayers when the priest cannot be present. Sr. Janet
currently performs this task for us when we cannot go to the
cemetery.

However, we need more individuals trained. Therefore,
a short training session will be held in two weeks. See the
box below concerning this. Please pray and consider
becoming involved in this ministry.
I’ve received many comments on the
beautiful condition of the grounds and the
gardens. This is the work of our custodians and .
of the members of the Garden Club. Some more E'f’ L
flowers and some mulch will really create a o
relaxed, welcoming atmosphere. bt
The grounds are now especially noticeable from Unity-
Center Road, with the old houses removed.
It will be wonderful to have a bell choir to
> enhance the celebrations of the parish. They do
provide a sense of the majestic to a liturgy, and
f at the same time, the sound of bells is
something that most people respond to
immediately.
Please contact Will Smith if you can contribute to this
goal.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom

The Layperson as Prayer
Leader at the Cemetery

A short session to prepare lay persons — men
and women — in the leading of the final prayers —
Committal Prayers — at the cemetery
m following the Funeral Mass will be held
¢ = on Tuesday, June 19, at 11:00AM. Fr.
% Bill will lead this session in the Annex.
Please consider taking on this
ministry. The training is being held
during the day since this is when you will be needed.
The ritual is all inclusive so you do not need to fear
preparing something that is not already in print. Most
services are held in a cemetery chapel.

FULL-TIME CUSTODIAN SOUGHT

We’re looking for a second full-time
custodian for the parish. This will create a
more consistent working plan rather than
hiring many part-time workers to accomplish
the same task.

Trade skills are desired, but not required.
The ability to clean well, make minor repairs,
perform yard work, and work in conjunction
with Mike Vergato, our current custodian, is
required. The ability to lift heavy objects,
and snow removal ability is also necessary.

Times will vary according to the time of the year.

Those interested should provide a resume and letters of
reference to the rectory office, care of Ginger.




Solemn  Vespers
will be prayed this evening at 7:00PM
as we draw to a close the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.
Please join us.

FEAST OF THE
BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST
Next Sunday — June 10

Our celebration of the solemn
T feast of the Body and Blood of Christ,
June 10th, is to strengthen our
sharing in the life of our Lord as it is
given to us in the Eucharist.
Removed from our worship in the
liturgy of the Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration allows us greater time to reflect on how we
are called to be this real food and real drink, spiritual
sustenance for the world. These sacred times invite
us to see more clearly the prayer of Jesus come alive,
oneness with God and one another.

We are all asked to take one hour before the
Blessed Sacrament in prayer according to the
schedule below. By doing so, we grow in union with
our God and our brothers and sisters at St. John the
Baptist Parish.

Please make the effort to place God First this day.
The day closes with Vespers and Benediction.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION SCHEDULE
1:00-2:00PM — M,N,O,P
®  200-3:00PM — QRS
3:00-4:00PM — T,U,V,W,X)Y,Z
Y 4:00-5:00PM — A,B,C,D
5:00-6:00PM — E,F,GH
6:00-7:00PM — L], KL

Offertory Report
DATE: MAY 27, 2007

Sunday collection $10,288
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-2,474

Second Collection
Improvement Fund, June 2/3

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

300 Club Winners In May
Unsold, #023, Jim Wiehagen #117, Michelle

Venturino #013 and Rege Hoolahan #236.
Congratulations!

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
7:30 AM — ANNEX

All men in the parish are invited
to join fellow male parishioners on
Saturday morning as they share a

‘g'ﬂ light breakfast, scripture and

conversation. If you would like to
try something new and rewarding,

there is a chair waiting for you.
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Sunday, June 3, 2007
10:00 a.m. Baccalaureate Breakfast - cafeteria
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
2:00 p.m. Young Adult Golf Outing - Alcoma
7:00 p.m. Vespers - church

Monday, June 4
7:00 p.m. Kindergarten Graduation - cafeteria

Tuesday, June 5

7:00 p.m. Eighth Grade Graduation - church
Wednesday, June 6

3:00 p.m. SJBS Uniform Resale - cafeteria

7:00 p.m. VBS Volunteers - cafeteria
Thursday, June 7

Readings for the Week of June 3
Sunday: Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15
Monday: Tb 1:1,3;2:1a-8/Mk 12:1-12
Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14/Mk 12:13-17
Wednesday: Tb 3:1-11a,16-17a/Mk 12:18-27

Thursday:  Tb 6:10-11;7:1bcde,9-17;8:4-9a/
Mk 12:28-34

Friday: Tb 11:5-17/Mk 12:35-37

Saturday: Tb 12:1,5-15,20/Mk 12:38-44

Next Sunday: Gn 14:18-20/1 Cor 11:23-26/Lk 9:11b-17

7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Eriday, June 8
Saturday, June 9
7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - annex
Sunday, June 10
8:00 a.m. Blood Drive - annex
10:00 a.m. Continuing Mystagogy - convent
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex classroom
1:00 p.m. VBS decorating - cafeteria
1:00 p.m. All Day Adoration - church
7:00 p.m. Vespers & Benediction




Exlocctant C oulo/cs

We rejoice when we learn of a husband and wife
expecting the birth of a son or daughter. They become
part of our prayer immediately. That's one of the roles of
the Church in support of the couple and the unborn child.
There are other responsibilities of the Church as well.

So please — call the rectory as soon as the
pregnancy is known (but only after announcing it to, and
rejoicing with the family). Not only do our prayers for you
and the unborn begin, but preparations for the celebration
of the baptism should also begin as soon as possible.

This is for many reasons, including:

1) The elimination of problems that may arise
concerning the choice of a Godparent or Christian
Witness;

2) Us providing proper guidelines to be followed
concerning the choice of Godparents and Christian
Witnesses;

3) So we may help in providing insight to couples
concerning the responsibility they are assuming in having
their child baptized;

4) So we may attempt to correct misnomers
concerning the understanding of baptism and lived-out
faith which may have been passed on through the
generations rather than through Catholic education.

The requirements for Godparents and

1,\(\;&\@ Christian Witnesses are established by the
( ~\_», Church for the spiritual welfare of the
/) child. They often prove beneficial for the

couple, and the couple’s families, as well.
Class should be attended before
Godparents are chosen.

The Parent Prep classes should be scheduled
before discomfort caused by the pregnancy affects
mom.

Couples expecting their second, third, ninth child are
not required to repeat the classes, but are encouraged to
call the rectory so Godparent and Christian Witness
guidelines and baptismal opportunities can be discussed,
and/or sent to you.

Yes, baptisms can be scheduled during mass, but
times will be limited.

God bless you and be assured of our prayers.

Congratulations Joe — Confirmed in Faith

RCIA Mystagogy

The next session of Mystagogy will
be held Sunday, June 10, 2007
immediately after the 9:00 a.m. Mass in
the convent. This begins the monthly Post
Pentecost sessions for the Class of 2007.
This is a portion of the program that is
intended to help you assimilate into parish
life. It is a comfortable way to grow in
your faith and Christian life. It is your first support group as
you move into the role of full adult members of the Parish
and Church. Members of the 2003-2006 RCIA classes will
be there to help and share the journey. We’ll leave the Light
on for you.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Job training and practice
June 6th, 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

Decorating & Final Preparations
June 10th, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Registration Availability
Call the Religious Education Office for registration
availability.

We welcome — and always have room for
—extra help in a variety of areas from
parishioners. Please join us. Call the
Religious Education Office 412-795-6376.

Security and Responsibility

Those organizations and groups using
parish facilities are reminded of the need to
make sure all lights are turned off (including
restrooms) and all doors are properly closed
and locked. A number of lights have been
found left on, and, more importantly, the custodians and I
have found doors left unlocked over the past weeks. The
safety of our buildings is critically important, and the
turning off of lights is a sign of good stewardship and
responsibility. Thanks for your help!
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Joe Tommarello, who we’ve been praying for since last December, and who has been hospitalized since then,
celebrates the Sacrament of Confirmation today at St. Paul Cathedral. Joe can have three or four-hour passes from
the Children’s Institute where he continues physical therapy and recovery from his sled riding accident (and subsequent numerous
surgeries) . He’s scheduled to remain there through the month of June while rebuilding his muscles and strength. He still has a long
way to go. But this celebration is something he has looked forward to since missing our own confirmation here in March. So we
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, received in baptism, and today renewed in Jog’s commitment to our faith.



Congratulations
GRADUATING CLASS OF 2007! —————
We congratulate all =
of our graduates;
o all of their many
accomplishumenty!

SENIOR AND JUNIOR YOUTH MINISTRY

\a Summertime fun is almost here! Our first event is
™ the Pirate Game on Thursday, June 14th at
7:05pm. Tickets are just $9.00 and there are still a
few left. Contact the youth ministry office ASAP
if you would like to attend. Families are welcome!

1’7

SENIOR YOUTH

Cedar Point Money is due!!! Tell all of your friends that there
is still room on the bus! Our Cedar Point Trip is scheduled for
Tuesday, June 19th. The cost of the trip is $75. If
you would like to attend, and have not
yet registered, drop off your $75 and registration
form to the rectory. Your friends do not need to be
from St. Johns. Everyone who has already registered
should send in their remaining balance of $40 to the rectory
along with their permission form by next week, Junel 1.

JUNIOR YOUTH
What’s coming up??? FEAR FACTOR!!!! Wednesday, June
20th from 7-8:30pm. Are you ready for the grossest . s—n .
night in youth ministry history? Be there! Anyone "/ (e} (o) \
in grades 6-8 next year is welcome to attend. The
event will take place on the parish grounds. Wear
old clothes!

SCHOOL NEWS

- SJBS GRADUATIONS:
Kindergarten Monday June 4th
at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. F !
Eighth grade graduation is on I L)
Tuesday, June 5th at 7:00 p.m. in
the Church

e Wednesday, June 6th full school day

e Wednesday, June 6th, 3:00 p.m., uniform resale

e Thursday, June 8th NO School

e Friday, June 9th LAST DAY, dismissal 10:30 a.m.

e Scrip orders will be taken on Monday, June 4, 11,

18 and 25th.
«  The next Market Day pick-up will be on &
June 23rd and July Market Day pick-up )
will be announced at a later date. Check )

the bulletin!

e As the school year draws to a close,
please don’t forget to send in your box
tops and Campbell soup labels. For every &
10 box tops you receive a box top buck
which gives your child a chance in the drawing to
win a gift certificate. Please continue to save
throughout the summer!!!!

e Please remember to save your printer
cartridges over the summer and drop them off at
the school office or church rectory.

)
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Have a Happy, Safe
And Blessed Summer!

Other Area Events:

Allegheny County Area Agency on Aging’s Dom Care Program. This program provides foster care homes to adults, age 18 or older
who are not able to live alone. Through Dom Care, individuals are matched with families who offer a home and help with daily activities,
as well as support and companionship. The Program is particularly helpful to older adults who can no longer live on their own and could
benefit from the care and supervision of a family home. The Dom Care Program is looking for people who are interested in becoming
home providers. By opening up their homes to an older adult or person with a disability, the Dom Care provider allows these individuals to
remain within the community in a home setting. The provider receives a monthly payment in return for their service. Please call the Dom
Care Program at 412-350-5105 to offer your help. To learn more go to the Allegheny County Department of Human Resources website at

www.county.allegheny.pa.us/dhs.

Word of God Parish, Swissvale will kick-of their Parish Festival on Sunday, June 10th with a Slovak dinner held in the church hall of St.
Barnabas, 2540 Woodstock Ave. from 9:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. All the Slovak favorites will be served and at a reasonable price. The
Parish Festival will be held from Wednesday, June 13th through Saturday, June 16th with lots of food, games, raffles and more. Come join
us beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Word of God School playground, 7436 McClure Avenue. For more information, call 412-241-1372.

Children of Eden performed by The Seton Pioneers for The Seton Center School of Arts located at The Seton Center, 1900 :Pioneer
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA (Brookline). Performances will be June 8,9,10,15,16,17, Friday and Saturday at 7:00 p.m., Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets $12 adults/$10 for seniors and students/$8 for members of the First 500/$5 for children under 12. Questions? 412-561-5511.




EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: A Cancellation for the Summer; A Continuation during
the Summer; and an Understanding meant for ever.

I’m not sure when the Saturday Morning
Eucharistic Adoration was initiated at St.
{ John’s. But over the past six months we’ve
; '“"i found times when no one was present in
church for prayer and adoration during the
9:30-11:30AM time-frame. There have been
other times when one woman has remained
; the entire two hours to assure that someone
S was present. Therefore, we’re going to stop
this devotion during the summer, effective
immediately until September, figuring if we cannot have
people present during these two hours in the not-so-good
months, we’ll have an even greater problem during the
summer months. It’s not an action desired, but the above
speaks the reality.

That’s why parishioners make sure our once-a-month
adoration remains in place. And we’ll keep our monthly time
for adoration — the first Friday night to Saturday morning
since sufficient parishioners sign up and spend time before
the blessed Sacrament. Yes, it would be great to see more
people stop the busyness of their schedules to spend time in
prayerful reflection, asking the Lord’s guidance each month.
I hope and pray this practice continues to grow.

I know there are many Catholics who do not
understand the spiritual practice of Eucharistic
Adoration. Much of the teaching went by the
wayside as society changed drastically during the
60’s, and in many cases Vatican Il documents
were read in the wrong way. Yes, the Church
moved to a more outgoing Church, a Church of ecumenical
dialogue, and a Church that was to see the world and all
people in a new light. We were to see Jesus more and more
in ourselves. And that was good. But there was an over-shift
away from our first acknowledging the real presence of Christ
in the sacramental Eucharist, and how this presence is to
change us.

Unfortunately, the Church in many instances did not
provide adequate education in the changes and why they were
occurring. At the same time, too many of the faithful simply
saw the window open and threw the baby out with the bath
water. Society’s “feel good” quickly entered the Church, and
“fluff” replaced essence. Basic tenants of our faith became
for the faithful “accept or not accept” matters, and such
traditional and necessary practices as Eucharistic Adoration
were seen as — by some/many — an unnecessary burden,
and a detriment or barrier to ecumenical dialogue.

It was never meant to be that way.

When Pope John XXIII called for a “new spirit” and the
opening of the windows to faith, it was not to remove the old,
but to provide a way in which the faith could be seen and
shown in a more perfect light, understood with greater clarity,

and celebrated with even greater conviction. The Church was
to be a people, not an institution perceived as out of place,
such as a monarchy or dictatorship, limiting the role of the
faithful to pray, pay and obey. Active participation by all was
now called for, and the sharing of that faith was essential to
world change. In many ways, the soul, the foundation for our
sharing — the Eucharist, was unfortunately sacrificed or lost.

The Spirit was to point us all the more to the great gift of
the Eucharist — the life of Jesus Christ we are called to
receive, become, and share. The Spirit was to give us a fresh
approach to the great depth of God’s call to union in, with,
and through Jesus Christ.

So next weekend is all-day Exposition and Eucharistic
Adoration on the Solemnity of the Feast of the Body and
Blood of Christ. Please spend time focusing on the center
of our beings and the essence of our faith in a heart-to-
heart conversation with our Lord.

Fr. Tom

Some Teachings from the
Catholic Catechism for Adults

Whys is it valuable to visit the Blessed Sacrament?

Because Christ himself is present in the sacrament of the
altar, he is to be honored with the worship of adoration. “To
visit the Blessed Sacrament is. . .a proof of gratitude, an
expression of love, and a duty of adoration toward Christ our
Lord.” (CCC, no 1418; Pope Paul VI, Mystery of Faith, no.
66)

As Pope Benedict XVI told the young people gathered
for the Twentieth World Youth Day:

The Body and Blood of Christ are given to us so that we

ourselves will be transformed in our turn. We are to

Become the Body of Christ, his own Flesh and Blood.

We all eat the one bread, and this means that we ourselves
become one. In this way, adoration, as we said earlier,
becomes union. God no longer simply stands before us as
the One who is totally Other. He is within us, and we are in
him. His dynamic enters into us and then seeks to spread
outwards to other until it fills the world, so that his love
Can truly become the dominant measure of the world.
(Benedict XVI, Homily at Marienfeld, Twentieth World
Youth Day (August 21, 2005)

Once communion has been distributed, the remaining hosts
are placed in the tabernacle to provide Communion for the
sick and Viaticum for the dying and also to provide
opportunity for prayer and worship before Christ in his Real
Presence. (United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, p.
229)




TRINITY SUNDAY

JUNE 3, 2007

Mass &7 for the
Intentions [¥ f‘T/VeeK

SUNDAY - Trinity Sunday (06/03)

5:00 p.m. Sylvia Milto
(daughters, Jean Painter and Theresa Gallo)
7:30 a.m. For the Parish
9:00 a.m. Graduating Class of 2007
10:30 a.m. Mary O’Block (husband, Paul and Family)
12:00 p.m. Pauline Patz (daughter, Gerri)
7:00 p.m. Vespers
MONDAY - Weekday (06/04)

7:00 a.m. Tony Bergamasco (Tom and Linda Bergamosco)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Mundy Family
(Flo Stephens)

TUESDAY - Boniface, bishop/martyr (06/05

7:00 a.m. Madelyn Parrish (Lynne Porter)
9:00 a.m. Vincenzo Del Rosso (Jim and Tricia Sabol)
WEDNESDAY - Norbert, bishop (06/06)

7:00 a.m. Frank Yearm (Family)
9:00 a.m. Lucille Harvat (Walt and Gloria Kortze)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

THURSDAY - Weekday (06/07)

7:00 a.m. Ruth Zalar (Francis and Cathy Hasson)
9:00 a.m. Tena Mikos (daughter, Lois)

FRIDAY - Weekday (06/08)

7:00 a.m. Jean Intorre (Jay Adams)
9:00 a.m. Andrew Lamonna

(wife, Helen and children, Andrea and Andrew, Jr.)
SATURDAY - Weekday (06/09)

9:00 a.m. Edward J. Gralewski (Russ and Judy Naylor)
SUNDAY - Body and Blood of Christ (06/10)

5:00 p.m. 59th Wedding Anniversary of
John and Roberta Contreras (Matilda)
7:30 a.m. Paul Staudenmaier (Bernard and Carmen)
9:00 a.m. Virginia Maiorino (John Maiorino)
10:30 a.m. Martha Blotzer (Charles Blotzer)
12:00 p.m. For the Parish
1:00 p.m. Adoration
7:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron
Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ. We are
committed to keeping our faith alive and growing
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service.
Through evangelization and stewardship we encourage
full and active participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:
Jeffrey, Mary and Benjamin Tyke

Banns of Marriage
I Marissa Debelak and James Buchkowski

Congratulations
Congratulations to Frank and Nancy Guadagnino who
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on June Ist. May the
blessings of God be yours all the days of your life.

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Joseph Zielonka, John F. Sopcak, Chester Lesniak,
Evelyn Thiel.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Joey Tommarello, Al Mack, Edward
Habjan, William Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul
Arndt, Dolores Burns, Veronica Sacsek, Matt Girdich,
Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak,
George Lancie, Ralph Genella, Rosemarie Treloar,
Matthew Smith, Sally Ann Dominkush. May their faith comfort
them and God’s blessing’s heal them.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Helen Cummings
requested by, The Elk Family

Flowers at the Altar
The flowers at the Altar
are given in honor and glory
of Our Lord, in loving memory of
Mary O’Block
requested by, husband, Paul and Family

Pray for the Following Seminarians

Jon T. Chuba
First year College Seminary, St. Paul Seminary
2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh PA 15205

Brian W. Noel
First year of Theology at North American College
00120 Vatican City State, Europe
(an air mail stamp must be used for postage)

%4 _ Please join Ruth Gorczynski this week in prayer for
E*? an increase of vocations as she displays the

n  Vocation Cross in her home. Parishioners interested

% in hosting the Vocations Cross for a week, can call
Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110.




