ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

PASTOR'S NOTES

We’'re not to give ashes to children below the age
of reason. They don't understand what it means to
sin. They are only learning right and wrong in
contrast to what is good and what is bad.

Nevertheless, since all the school received ashes,
and the Kindergarten teachers wish to help the
children grow in their understanding of right and
wrong, | spend some time talking with them. We
talk of being more like Jesus, who shows us how
God our Father wishes us to live. And if
a person their age was going to receive
ashes it would be a sign that they want
to live more like Jesus who was caring
and loving. ‘

So they were marked with some ashes, not with
an understanding of dying to self, but of living more
like God wants us to live. They were like the big
kids who have a better grasp (we hope) of Ash
Wednesday, and what Lent is to do for us.

But what is Lent for us? Is it merely a time we
“put in” before Easter? Does it draw us to a greater
awareness that what we seek in this life is futile
since this earthly existence is going to end in ashes
— “Remember that you are dust and to
dust you will return.”

Is Lent a mere “Doing what is right”
for us? Or does it take us to a greater
understanding of what our relationship is
to be with God our Father? If we're only
on the “right and wrong” level, we have some
growing to do.

Lent is meant to help us clear away those things
which keep us from realizing and living the divine
life shared with us. We have this through the love

Wearing The Crown That
Leads to Glory
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of God and the self-sacrifice of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. It is Christ who lived the divine life and
invites us into that same sharing and caring, loving
and concern.

Our spiritual life is not us being “like
Christ”. It is our “becoming one in and with
Christ”!

Lent can be seen as a demand with expectations,
or a reaffirmation of the life we live in, with and
through Christ on a daily basis. Lent can be
affirming and encouraging, or it can be a time of
great struggle and difficulty. We can experience the
grace of God anew and in greater ways, or take it
simply as a period of time marked off on a calendar,
waiting impatiently for the time when we can “return
back to normal.”

Allow this Lenten season to move us from the
mere good and bad, right and wrong, to our becoming
all that is desired for us. That will mean that we
learn to forget ourselves and listen to the Lord more
and more. It will mean greater prayer, greater
abandonment, greater denial. But it will have a
purpose that will change us if desired.

Another way of seeing Lent is in what
we have been made aware of since
September — GOD FIRST. This initiative
was not meant simply to study the bible a
bit more, hear what God has to say to us today in the
Word, which became flesh, but to see life as God sees
it; to live life as God shares it.

Hopefully, as some did last weekend, we have
moved from simply looking at our relationship with
God to our sharing that relationship with God in
service to others — as the Kindergarten kids would
say, “Being like Jesus.” See the insert concerning
the reaction of those who plunged into the unknown
by caring for the homeless last weekend.

This week our second grade students will come to
the Sacrament of Penance for the first time. Please
pray for they and their families in a
special way this week.

In a month, our eighth grade
students will be confirming their faith
in the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Please pray especially hard for these young people
and their families during the next month that they
may realize the commitment they seek to make, and
that their families and sponsors provide the
necessary example to live the faith.
Love and prayers,

Fr. Tom
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SOLEMN LENTEN VESPERS
Lent is that reminder that we are a people called
7| out of the darkness in the splendor of God’s
wonderful light. This is how we begin Solemn

el Vespers each Sunday evening during Lent.

B There are few options in which we could end
the Lord’s Day more perfectly than in the peace offered
through our praying the psalms, scripture reflection, and
chant. Join us TONIGHT and each Sunday at 7:00PM to
share the gift of God’s peace.

Stations of the Cross

Every Friday during Lent at 2:10 p.m. (with our
school children), and also at 7:00 p.m.

We will be using the prayers of Pope John
Paul 11 for our prayer and reflection this Friday
evening. We’ll also conclude stations with exposition of the
blessed sacrament, which will continue throughout the night.

Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, March 2 at 8:00 p.m. until Saturday, March 3 at 8:45
a.m. Lent calls us to find ourselves in union with our Lord. Thisis a
perfect opportunity. We began this prayerful practice as we
entered into Lent one year ago.

Offertory Report

DATE: FEBRUARY 18, 2007

$ 9,406
$12,762
$-3,356

Sunday collection
Needed for Budget
Over/Under

Don’t forget your Parish Share Pledge.
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T he Gospel of Luke

WHEN: Six Sundays of Lent — 2:00-3:30p.m.
Feb. 25, March 4,11, 18,25, Aprill

WHERE: Rectory Meeting Room

How and Why does this gospel speak so well to us?

In a very practical, easy-to-understand way, we’'ll begin with

an overview which will include the purpose, style, community, and
background which brought St. Luke to compose this gospel.
Alll of this helps us translate and apply the gospel into our
own lives.
Please bring a Bible and a notebook!
Byring a friend. Or a family member!

Readings for the Week of February 25

Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13
Monday:  Lv 19:1-2,11-18/Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:  1s55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12,14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48

Next Sunday: Gn 15:5-12,17-18/Phil 3:17-4:1,1/Lk 9:28b-36
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Sunday, February 25, 2007
9:00 a.m. RCIA Purification/Enlightenment - RMR
10:00 a.m. Fellowship - annex
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
2:00p.m. I -RMR
7:00 p.m. Vespers - church
7:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry - convent
Monday, February 26
5:00 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
Tuesday, February 27
9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents - annex
9:45a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents - annex
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:00 p.m. Vocation committee - annex
Wednesday, February 28
9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents - annex
10:30 a.m. Ladies of Charity - RMR
12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents - annex
6:00 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. RCIA - chapel
7:00 p.m. First Reconciliation - church
7:30 p.m. Praise Band practice - church
Thursday, March 1
3:00 p.m. SJBS Produce pick-up - education center
6:00 p.m. Scouts - annex
6:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. First Reconciliation - church
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:00 p.m. Choir - church
Friday, March 2
2:10 p.m. Stations of the Cross
3:00 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
4:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
8:00 p.m. All-Night Eucharistic Adoration Begins
Saturday, March 3
12:30 am. JYM, All Night Bowling - Nesbits
Sunday, March 4
3:00 p.m. RCIA Rite of Election - Cathedral
2:.00p.m. # ( I - RMR
5:00 p.m. RCIA Dinner - annex
7:00 p.m. Vespers - church




Yes, Young Adults Wanting
Balance In Life

Young adults, men and women ages
20-40 are getting together each week of M M
Lent for Faith Sharing — with L
participants choosing the topics.

All young adults are welcome to join
us each Monday evening

BEGINNING THIS MONDAY FEBRUARY 26

7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the convent living room.
An RSVP to youngadultministry@comcast.net would

be helpful but is not required.

These evenings are requested by Young
Adults and an invitation has also been sent to the
Young Adults of our cluster parishes.

The Young Adult Ministry has a lot to offer if your
act of a spiritual life, a social life, and opportunities to
help others seems to be out of balance..

To receive young adult email updates, email
youngadultministry@comcast.net.

LADIES OF CHARITY
The Ladies of Charity will meet on
Wednesday, February 28 at 10:00 a.m. in the Q7
rectory meeting room. .
If you would like more information or would
like to join the Ladies on the fourth Wednesday of
each month call Sister Janet 412-793-4511.

VOCATION Committee Meeting

The Vocation committee will meet on Tuesday,
February 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the annex.

The Vocation committee finds new ways to promote
vocations to the priesthood and religious life and to help the
parish become aware of how important it is to pray for and
support vocations. Anyone interested, is welcome to join us
on Tuesday.

Mom’s Group
Join us each Tuesday morning from 9:45-11:30 (,.\
a.m. in the convent while the toddlers play
and mom’s talk. P
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PRESCHOOL

PARENT/ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM

Stressed Out?!

If your answer is yes, plan to come to
the Parent/Adult Preschool Program on
Wednesday, February 28 at 9:00 a.m.
or 12:30 p.m. in the annex. You do not
have to have a preschooler to attend. (The
session for Tuesday is canceled.)

“Stress Management” presented by Danielle Baum,
Adult Educator, Warmline, Family Resources will address
issues and concern of being stressed.

Refreshments are served and babysitting is provided.

All are welcome!
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PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

Registration is available Monday through Friday

at the Preschool building from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

when our program is in session. For any

further information, please call Anna [

Mae Newmaster, Preschool Director at ("@'E
412-793-2180 or 412-793-5130. é‘j
Q

3]
)
Scholarships are available. @

RCIA -RITE OF SENDING

Next Sunday, at the 12:00 PM Mass,
our parish will celebrate the Rite of
Sending for our RCIA catechumens and /| \
candidates. After offering our prayers and ===
support they are then sent forth to St. Paul ROIA
Cathedral for the Rite of Election where they will gather
with hundreds of other catechumens and candidates from
around the Diocese of Pittsburgh.

The Catechumens will enter their names in the Book of
Elect declaring their intention to be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. The Candidates are encouraged by the bishop to
continue their journey into full communion with the
Catholic Church.

We ask all of our parishioners to remember to keep all
those in St. John the Baptist Christian Initiation in your
prayers during the Lenten season.

Holy Thursday Seven Church Visit
There is a tradition of visiting seven
1 I} churches on Holy Thursday evening after the
{111 | Mass of the Lord’s Supper. We are in need of a
1 1| person to organize and lead this devotional
ng ﬂ Q Ipractice. It will entail completing a list of the
churches, knowing directions to the churches
and verifying their availability. Prayers, led by a leader, are
found in the prayer pamphlets provided. A bus will be
scheduled with donations taken for the cost of the bus.

If the Church Visit is a tradition with you and/or your
family, maybe you and your family would consider
organizing this year’s visits. Unfortunately, if no one
comes forward to lead the Seven Church Walk, it will be
discontinued.

If anyone is interested, please call Ginger, Susie or
Father Bill at the Rectory 412-793-4511.




CATHOLIC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
presents a Gathering of Catholic Men

,.(/##/0 (++1 ,.(/#
Saturday, March 24
A.J. Palumbo Center

You and your fellow men will enjoy

the entire day together. Doors open at

8:30 AM and closing Mass is at 4:00 PM. Boxed lunch
is included.

485678968:4;
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Senior High Youth Ministry is open to youth in grades
nine through twelve. The Senior High Youth Ministry meets
weekly throughout the year. The program strives to nurture
the faith of our youth enabling them to become stronger
Christians. This is done through social, service and prayerful
times of fellowship providing practical Biblical tools to
incorporate their faith into their daily lives.

Junior High Youth Ministry is open to youth in grades
six through eight. Junior Youth Ministry meets monthly
outside of school and CCD to provide another opportunity
for our young people to strengthen their faith and become
part of the larger faith community of our parish. The junior
high program participates in service, social and spiritual
activities throughout the year, necessary elements of
preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Contact Christie Smith in the youth ministry office for
more info at 412-793-1617x261 or email
sjbyouth@comcast.net. Information is also available on the
parish website at www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net/youth

SJBS KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

E STILL HAVE OPENINGS FOR
KINDERGARTEN

Pg HALF DAY AND FULL DAY AVAILABLE
JOIN US ON
Saturday, March 10th
from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
For Kindergarten Open House
For more information call the school at
412-793-0555 ext. 332.

SCHOOL NEWS

- Scrip orders are due on Monday at
10:00 a.m.

-« The Lenten Fish Fry will take place on
Friday, March 23 from 3:00
to 8:00 p.m. If you are NG,
available to help on \:;\(\j‘
Thursday and on Friday or
on Saturday, please call
Mrs. Negron at 412-793-0555 ext. 337.
Thank you for your support and time.

- Thank you to all who participated in
Market Day pick-up!

CELEBRATING THE FORGIVENESS
OF GOD — SACRAMENT OF
PENANCE

We celebrate with our second grade students
this Wednesday and Thursday evenings as they
come to know the mercy and love of our God in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please keep these
children and their families in your prayers these evenings.

Parents of these children are reminded that the opportunity
to celebrate the sacrament is also extended to them these
evenings. Please plan to be a witness to your child.

Sanctuary Candle Requests

If you would like to request the sanctuary candle
in memory of a loved one, please call the rectory at
§412-793-4511. Please ask for Joanne or Susan.

The request is listed in the bulletin. The stipend is
$10. We ask that no more than three names be given
in memory and that one request is made per family.
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Catholic Alumni Club of Pittsburgh
Co-ed Softball Players wanted

Singles, 21 and over—Looking for a new way to
meet people, and share good times with others? Check
out the Catholic Alumni Club. In addition to softball, the
group offers parties, picnics, dances, tennis, hiking,
volleyball, bowling, dinners, bible study, trips, and many
other great events. For more information or an
application, go to www.cacpittsburgh.org or call Carrie
at 412-469-2090.




YOUTH MINISTRY

SeniorYouth

"Why do they do that?"..."My parents don't understand!"..."They drive

me crazy!" Join us tonight, Sunday, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the youth (& &
room as we talk about parents. We'll be figuring out how to get along

better with them and what makes a perfect parent. Don't miss it! Bring

your friends!

We're going to Laser Storm in the North Hills on Friday, March 16 for some
games of Laser Tag. Permission forms should be turned into the rectory.
Information is available on the website at www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net/
youth.

Are you ready for the experience of a lifetime? Hosanna '07 is almost here.
Forms for this event on Sunday, April 1st should be turned in soon. Go to the
website for information.

SYM Calendar of Up Coming Events

Sunday, February 25,"Parents Just Don't Get it!
7:30-9:00pm, Youth Room

Sunday, March 11,"Behind Your Mask"
7:30-9:00pm, Y outh Room

Friday, March 16, Laser Tag
7:30-10:30pm, Laser Storm-North Hills

Sunday, March 25, "Why Be Catholic?"
7:30-9:00pm, Y outh Room

Sunday, April 1,Hosanna!
12:00pm-9:00pm, AJ Palumbo Center

Friday, April 20-Saturday, April 21, Food Fast & Lock-In
7:00pm-1:00pm, SJB cafeteria & grounds

Sunday, April 29, "Lessons from Coach"
7:30-9:00pm, Y outh Room

Junior Youth

Are you ready for all-night bowling? Forms for this event are due!
Turn them into the rectory or the CCD office. We'll be bowling on
Saturday, March 3 from 12:30am-4:30am at Nesbit's Bowling
Lanes. The cost is $10 and includes unlimited bowling, shoe rental,
pizza, drinks and snacks. Don't miss it!
Jesus-country style! We're going to see "The Cotton Patch Gospel" the musical
on Saturday, March 24th at St. Sebastian's in the North Hills. This event is
performed by the St. Sebastian's high school youth program. The cost of the
event is $5.00. We'll be leaving St. John's at 6pm. Please turn in your money
and forms soon, so that we can arrange transportation.
Junior High LEAD RETREAT: This retreat is for youth in grades 7 & 8 and is
designed to support them in their formation self as Catholic Christian youth that
are called to make a difference for good, that is exercise leadership. LEAD
retreats are only one overnight. This is a great event and a lot of fun, too! If
you are interested, please email Christie asap at sjbyouth@comcast.net.
DATE: March 16-17, 2007 (Friday-Saturday)
Where: Gilmary Diocesan Center
Cost: $ 25.00

JYM Calendar

3/3 All Night Bowling 12:30am-4:20am

3/16-17 LEAD Retreat

3/24 Cotton Patch Gospel 6:00pm

4/1 Hosanna(8th grade only) 12:00pm

4/28 Soup Kitchen Cookie bake 6:30-9pm Convent
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Donna added this PS to her thank
you.
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Hosanna ‘07

The youth of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh in grades 8-12 are
invited to come together for
Hosanna 07—the diocesan youth
celebration on Palm Sunday, April
1 from 12:30-9:00 p.m. at the A.J.
Palumbo Center. The day will
include a concert, keynote speaker
Jesse Manibusan, music by Who
Do You Say | Am, Palm Sunday
liturgy, dinner, a charity dance and
Carnival booths for our diocesan
mission in Chimbote, Peru, and a
t-shirt all for only $20 per person.

The event is sponsored by the
Diocese of Pittsburgh, Secretariat
for Education, and the Department
for Youth and Young Adult
Ministry. Everyone must register
through the youth ministry office.



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 25, 2007

Mazs Intentions

SUNDAY - First Sunday of Lent (02/25)
5:00 p.m. Jimand Armento LeDonne (Jim and Blanche)

: D
7:30 a.m. Bernie Birkel (Cindy and Larry Gina)
9:00 a.m. Thanksgiving for the life of Joseph James Dawson
(Family)
10:30 a.m. Timothy O’Toole (Michael and Ann Lynch)
12:00 p.m. For the Parish
1:15p.m. $ 31
7:00p.m. D
MONDAY - Lenten Weekday
7:00 a.m. Peter Connell (Kelly Koprowski)
9:00 a.m. Virginia Jupin (The Finnegan Family)
TUESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/27)
7:00 a.m. Mary Ellen Jordan (John and Maureen Jordan)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Haluck Family
(Walt and Mary Haluck)

(02/26)

WEDNESDAY - Lenten Weekday (02/28)
7:00 a.m. Andrew Ondik (Cheryl Andreozzi)
9:00 a.m. Stanley Mateusiak (Bonnie Franciscus)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Lenten Weekday (03/01)

7:00 a.m. Virginia Varnise (Tom and Nancy Vogan)

9:00 a.m. Jack Barnicle (Steve and Gerry Kopelic)
FRIDAY - Lenten Friday

7:00 a.m. Jerry O’Connell (Ron and Joann Zapata)

9:00 a.m. Helen Schmoyer (Kay and Jack Quint)

8:00 p.m. O $
SATURDAY - Katherine Drexel, virgin

9:00 a.m. Roland Gaston (The Kuhn Family)
9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
SUNDAY - Second Sunday of Lent

5:00 p.m. For the Parish

7:30 a.m. Don Regan (Regis Hoolahan)

9:00 a.m. Catherine Berg (daughter, Patricia Berg)
10:30 a.m. Mary Fry (Paul and Barb Goettler)
12:00 p.m. Theresa E. Myers (Ken Myers Family)

7:00p.m. D

(03/02)

(03/03)

(03/04)

Welcome to St. John’s
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Rodolfo Pinal

John, Suzanne, John and Amber Yuhaschek

Baptism
F
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Rest In Peace

E Bessie Ortseifer
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Bernard Nagle, 6 6
E Dolores Aschenbrenner

Praying for the Sick
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Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our
patron Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ.
We are committed to keeping our faith alive and
growing through prayer, sacraments, faith formation
and service. Through evangelization and stewardship
we encourage full and active participation of all
members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for the Following Seminarians
Michael S. Sedor
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Pray for Families and Priestly Vocations

Father, in your plan of salvation you have

provided through the ages shepherds for

your people. We humbly ask you to strengthen

our diocese by calling forth worthy ministers for

your altars and gentle and faithful servants to

proclaim the gospel. Lord through the

intercession of our Blessed Lady the first servant

of Christ, we ask you to give courage to those who you call

to say yes as Mary accepted your call so long ago. Grant this

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son , who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and
ever. Amen.




