ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

The earliest account of man killing man is straight from
the bible. Cain murders Abel. It’s a story about one man —
Cain — jealous of his brother — Abel — because Abel’s
sacrifice was the best that could be offered, and therefore
accepted by God, while his own sacrifice was not the finest
fruit, and therefore not accepted by God.

Man killing man has contaminated society ever since.

Some would like us to think that most killings of this
nature are what we see reported each night in suicide bombs
set off by radicals seeking a just cause, while misinterpreting
their own religious teachings. Or acting in “justice” against
what is viewed as military oppression. Really? As a nation
we continue to carry with us the memories and fears of such
heinous violence to innocent people as was realized with the
bombing of Flight 103 over Scotland, and the devastation of
humanity on a day always to be remembered simply as 9-11.

“Others” hurting us.

But is it just that? Do we remember the experience of
young lives exhibiting the demented nature of our own
society eight years ago in a suburban high school called
Columbine, just outside of Denver, Colorado? Or ten years
ago in Peducka, Kentucky? Or how about a year ago in
Lancaster? We’ve been exposed to similar destructive acts
against human life over and over — by teens and adults — in
schools and places of employment.

So we really should not be surprised that such a violent,
absolutely senseless massacre took place on the campus of
Virginia Tech this past Monday. It’s part of our culture and
the world culture, like or not, that’s fact!

When I wrote this Tuesday morning before leaving for a
few days of discovery at Gettysburg and Emmitsburg (fun
and prayer), it was not determined as to the motive for this
latest rampage against the dignity of life. But if we take a
close look at the past, a lack of respect for the dignity of life
is basically what has triggered every action mentioned
above, and many others as well.

The dignity of life is played down in every aspect of the
world’s culture — that is unless we’re talking about our
own life. Then nothing is to get in the way from us doing
whatever, and expecting it our way, and all the time. And as
long as this attitude, way of life, continues, we as individuals
and as a people will continue to bring more reason for
destruction to life.

We have a society that says we can reject others without
a thought. We can use others and then dispose of them. We
can isolate ourselves from the unwanted, and isolate others
from the whole if we choose. We expect without giving. We
demand without understanding. We threaten without any
consideration. We speak without reflecting. We act without
weighing the consequences. Someone else must give.

Someone else must understand. Someone else must do.
Someone else, someone else.....

When people, persons, human beings, have lost the value
of “self”, or have been repeatedly put down so as to question
their own value, or see no value at all, there is going to be a
reaction. When people are told time and again that they can
expect reward even when they do the minimal amount or less
— and then they do not get that reward — there will be a
reaction. When we allow violence and destruction to become
a daily part of culture in our “games” and movies and
television programming, there is going to be a reaction.
Society tells us this. Unfortunately, “society” in violent
rampages usually means innocent people being slaughtered
— innocent people who probably did not have any
association with those who commit such violent acts.

No association that is, unless we acknowledge our own
participation in the societal sin fostered by our own distorted
realities. It’s unlikely that any of us would go on a rampage
such as Monday’s. But the rampage was the end result of
something greater. What, we’ll probably never know which
of the many common denominators — greed, lust, despair,
rejection, isolation, and other sins — as part of the basis for
the killing, as well as the reasons for the killings.

John Paul II called it the “Culture of Death”. And the tag
is appropriate. Life is constantly being threatened by the
push of money, position, power, sex, ambition, and a total
disregard and lack of responsibility for others — all others.
This culture has been the breeding ground for generations of
people unable to accept limitations even when they would
benefit society. The late pope challenged the world to speak
the truth and do so convincingly — and to live that truth in a
like manner. But that is not how we live. Nor is it the
attitude often taught the upcoming generations.

Society speaks louder. We should get what we want and
ignore that which we don’t want. We should not be held
accountable for our actions, and, therefore, nor should our
children. We can spoil and pamper ourselves and family with
no consideration of others. And we should expect everyone
else to give everything else simply because that is what we
want. We do this with our faith, practicing private pietistic
faith that nurtures no one and nothing and speaks no truth.

As Catholics we have a severe problem here. We cannot
truly live our Catholic faith if we do not have equal concern
for others as we have for ourselves — all the time.
[Remember the second of the two great commandments. ]
And since this is so difficult to do, many simply find it easier
to go along with society and expect everything else to fall
into place — even a faith that is so diametrically opposed to
such an obnoxious individualistic notion. That’s why many
do not fill the pews each week. They term it “church
control”. Jesus called it discipleship.

Only one speaks the truth.

Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom



BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please note that the deadline for
information to be put into the bulletin is
NOON ON MONDAYS.

Organization leaders please make note of
this. Thanks!

(\Q
NEXT WEEKEND &
INTERPRETED MASS (L?}qul\
Next Saturday’s 5:00PM Mass will be interpreted @
for those needing this assistance. Please sit in front of
the ambo where you will be able to see the interpreter. All
parishioners are asked to keep these pews available for those in
need and their families. Thanks!

Offertory Report

DATE: APRIL 15, 2007

Sunday collection $11,512
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $-1,250

Second Collection
Parish Social Ministry, April 28/29

May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

STAFF MEETING — The staff will be
in its monthly meeting this Tuesday from #
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you need to

speak with a staff member, call after 12:30
p-m. Thank you. The office will remain open.

Vocations Committee Meeting
Please join us for our next Vocations
Committee meeting On Tuesday, April 24, at 7:00
PM in the Annex. If you are unable to attend,
please pray for an increase in vocations to
priesthood and religious life. For more information,
please contact Suzy Adamonis at 412-793-6110.

Men’s fellowship

All men of the parish are invited to Men’s Fellowship on
Saturday morning at 7:30 a.m. The men will meet this week in
the rectory meeting room.

Men’s Fellowship offers men a chance to
explore their faith a little deeper, share life
experiences and help each other to sustain a faith
filled life style.

Mom’s Group
Mom’s and children ages infants to three year olds
meet on Tuesday morning from 9:45-11:30 a.m. in the
convent. Join us for a time of conversation and play
time for the children.

Readings for the Week of April 22

Sunday: Acts 5:27-32,40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-4
Monday:  Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday:  Acts 7:51-8:1a/Jn 6:30-35

Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59
Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69
Next Sunday: Acts 13:14,43-52/Rv 7:9,14b-17/In /27

i ek
1) e
Sunday, April 22, 2007
10:00 a.m. Fellowship - annex
10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
6:00 p.m. Pack Meeting - cafeteria
Monday, April 23
6:00 p.m. First Holy Communion practice - church
Tuesday, April 24
9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents - annex
9:45 a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting - RMR
12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents - annex
7:00 p.m. Vocation committee - annex
7:00 p.m. Festival Meeting - RMR
Wednesday, April 25
9:00 a.m. Preschool, parents - annex
10:30 a.m. Ladies of Charity - RMR
12:30 p.m. Preschool, parents - annex
6:00 p.m. Scouts - annex
7:00 p.m. PTG - cafeteria
Thursday, April 26
No School-Teacher In-service
3:00 p.m. School Produce pick-up - education center
6:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Bereavement - convent
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Eriday, April 27
7:00 p.m. Pre-Cana - annex
Saturday, April 28
7:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship - RMR
9:00 a.m. Pre-Cana - annex
9:00 a.m. Market Day pick-up - cafeteria
6:30 p.m. Junior Youth Ministry - convent
Sunday, April 29
10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex
7:30 p.m. Senior Youth Ministry - convent




Welcome to the Lord’s

Table

Elizabeth Ruth Adamczyk

Hunter Brian Aubele

Anthony Edward
Capalongo, Jr.

Dominic Delvecchio

Michael Dominic DiCroce

Machaela Erdeljac

Jacob Ferguson

Grace Bernadette Gosnell

Madison Pagano

David Palmieri

Michaela Palmieri

Allison Susan Pate
Audrey Suzanne Pattock
Joseph V. Pernice

John Austin Roman

Brian Andrew Sechoka, Jr.
Brett Schilling

Alexandra Nicole Graf Mauriana Sciullo
Reese W. Hawk

Brian Hickey

Brittany Kate Kotvas

Ryan Joseph Loebig

Erika Lynn Luft

Natalie Ann Mains

Dominic Mariani

Alyssa Marie Monroe

LADIES OF CHARITY

The Ladies of Charity will meet on Wednesday,
April 25th at 10:00 a.m. in the rectory meeting room.

The purpose of the Ladies of Charity’s is to imitate
Christ by bringing corporal and spiritual nourishment to

the parishioners who are in need.

If you would like more information or would like to join the
Ladies on the fourth Wednesday of each month call Sister Janet
412-793-4511.
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PARISH SERVICE PROGRAM

PROJECT #3
PRODUCE TO PEOPLE P_i %
SATURDAY, MAY 26 e
9:00AM TO 12:00PM W"*ﬂ*
SOUTHSIDE WA Zen

Come! Make a difference! St. John'’s will be volunteering at
Produce to People, a program sponsored by the Greater
Pittsburgh Food Bank. We will be distributing produce, carrying
supplies, and helping with record keeping. To sign up, contact the
rectory. We will carpool from St. John'’s.

Congratulations Students!

The following students have achieved honor roll
status at Central Catholic High School: High Honors:
Michael Nuttle and Michael Pippi. Honors: Peter
Mudar III, Jonathan Nuttle and Anthony Pompa.

YOUNG ADULTS
For Men and Women Ages 20-40

We continue to meet on Monday nights at 7:30
p.m. in the convent living room. Anyone aged 20-40
is welcome to attend. The evenings are enlightening
for all of us. We will be meeting the first and third
Monday of the month. Our next gathering is Monday,
May 7 and then again on May 21. We are talking
about catholic challenges!

John Angotti in concert!
Sunday, May 6 @ 7:00pm
St. James Church, Sewickley
200 Walnut St.
Sewickley, PA 15143
412-741-5530 (Music Office)
with any questions
There is no admission charge - a free
will offering will be taken.
Through his ministry of music and word,
John Angotti shares his experiences and
message that Jesus is Lord and Savior of us
all. John Angotti is one of the up and
coming, catholic contemporary musicians in
the USA. He appeals to both young and old.

Congratulations, Jessica
Jessica Crowe received the
sacrament of Confirmation on
March 24. We are sorry that her
name was not announced with her classmates.

PRESCHOOL

PARENT SESSION

Getting Ready—6raduation and Spring-fest
Tuesday, April 24th
at 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
three year olds
Spring-fest Banners, please bring
scissors, sewing supplies, craft items: fabric,
paints, sequins, etc. No glitter.
Wednesday, April 25th
at 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
four year olds.
Graduation Banners, please bring scissors,
sewing supplies, craft items:
LY fabric, paints, sequins, etc. No
glitter.




Area Events:

The Punk Priest presented
by Fr. Bob Lubic at St.
Gerard Majella Parish,
(Verona, PA) on Sunday,
April 29th from 6:00 to 7:00
PM. This program is for 6th
graders and up. A reception
will follow.

Ninth  Annual
Benefit
Catholic

Bluegrass
Concert for
Charities’  St.
Joseph House of
Hospitality, 7:30 p.m. on
Friday, April 27 at Synod
Hall, 125 N. Craig Street,
Oakland. This year’s concert
will feature local bluegrass
artists:  Allegheny Drifters,
Blue Shades, Mac Martin and
the Dixie Travelers, M&M
Express, and the Nine Mile
Run. Donation is $20 per
person. Call 412-471-0666ext
227 for tickets.

Employment
Opportunity—The Catholic
Cemeteries Association of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh is
seeking women and men for
positions as sales counselors.
If you enjoy working with
people, and like a flexible
schedule, we want to talk to
you. We have part-time and
full time opportunities
available. Call Rod at 1-888-
966-2424.

Mount Assisi  Convent
Spring Festival, 934 Forest
Avenue, Bellevue. Sunday,

April 29th from Noon to 6:00
p.m. Dinners are $7. Our
driveway is off Bellevue
Road at Quail Ave., North
Balph Ave. in Bellevue
becomes Bellevue Road in
Ross Township.

The Richard A. Schaeffer
Memorial Fund is
sponsoring a Spring Fling
Dinner Dance on Saturday,
April 28th from 5:30 p.m.-
12:00 a.m. at Colton Hall in
Claridge, PA. For more
information, call Alice
Schaeffer at 412-798-0990.

Senior Youth Ministry — for Teens in grades 9-12

St. John’s Senior Youth Ministry Presents:
CEDAR POINT DAY TRIP
TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH
LEAVING SJB AT 5:30AM—ARRIVING 10:00AM
LEAVING CEDAR POINT AT 8:00PM—RETURNING 12:00AM
For youth going into 9th grade through 12th grade next year. Cost is $75 per
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person and includes Cedar Point admission and transportation by Coach USA. Registration
forms are available on the parish website at www.stjiohnthebaptistparish.net

You must turn in a registration form and $35 by May 1 to secure your reservation.
Parent chaperones are needed. Fundraising opportunities are available.

e Join us next Sunday, April 29th for Life Lessons featuring Steve Bodnar our CYO
basketball coach. He'll be talking about life lessons that affect us all. We are very excited to
have Coach Bodnar as a guest speaker. Please join us! Meet in the youth room.

e Mark your calendar for our Mother’s Day Dinner on Sunday, May 13th. We'll
be honoring the special women in our lives. Please plan to attend and celebrate all
that your mother has done for you! More information is available on the website.

Junior Youth — for youth in grades 6-8
«  Our Soup Kitchen Cookie Bake is here! Join us this coming Saturday, April 28 from 6:30-
9:00 p.m. in the Convent Kitchen Please bring one ingredient to help! Needed items

include: flour, sugar, eggs, vanilla, butter, cocoa, and chocolate chips. Please
email sjbyouth@comecast.net by April 23rd with what item you will bring so that we can
check it off the list. All cookies will be brought to local soup kitchens!

« Funfest, Saturday, May 19 from 6:15-8:00 p.m. Harmarville. Join us as we enjoy
the many activities at Funfest. Please bring money for anything you want to
do there—bowling, laser tag, games, food, etc. Please turn in your permission
forms if you plan to attend. We will MEET THERE!!!

SYM & JYM

Do you have spring fever??? Are you ready for summer fun to begin? Youth Ministry is
jammed pack with countless summer activities for both junior high and high school. Summer
is the time to get involved with youth ministry. Here are just a few things to look forward to
this summer:

Pirate Game-June 14 SYM & JYM

Cedar Point Trip-June 19 SYM

Fear Factor-June 20 JYM

Catholic Youth Day at Kennywood July 10 SYM & JYM

Family Festival July 11-14 SYM & JYM

Outdoor Movie Night-July 16 SYM & July 18 JYM S N=

Lock In July 23 SYM

Sandcastle August 1 JYM & SYM

Camping Trip-August 6-8 SYM

Willow’s Mini Golf August 8 JYM

Water Fight Night August 15 JYM
...and more to come! Watch your mail for more info on all of these events and more. The
summer mailing will be sent home the first week of May. But, mark your calendar now with

these already scheduled events!

THERE IS STILL TIME TO WIN THAT TARGET GIFT CARD. ANYONE IN GRADES 6-12 IS
ELIGIBLE AND CAN ENTER BY GOING TO THE PARISH WEBSIT AT
WWW.STJIOHNTHEBAPTISTPARISH.NET
AND CLICKING ON YOUTH MINISTRY. THIS GIVEAWAY
WILL RUN UNTIL THE END OF APRIL. UP FOR GRABS
IN MAY WILL BE A GIFTCARD TO iTUNES!




EAMILY FESTIVAL

MEETING
Tuesday, April 22 — 7.00PM
Rectory Meeting Room

This is for anyone and everyone
interested in making our annusl
Pamily Festival as successtul
as last year. Hopefully weve 9l
done our homework so we can
finalize our plans, entertainment, and food.
Then we can entertain other suggestions that will
help us through the four days.

RAFFLE TICKETS are available for
pickup following Sunday Masses.
There is an Early Bird Drawing AND
two Early Bird Drawings for Sellers
Only! Don’t miss them!

NEW-TO-YOU
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BASKET RAFFLE

3 g up in different themes and have numerous extras
el tucked inside.

— The baskets are a success thanks to all who

contribute new, unused items, cash donations, tickets, etc.

Please don’t forget us this year. Please bring your donation to

the rectory with your name attached. Thanks for your help!

SCHOOL News
On SCRIPT

Summer is just around the corner. . ..
why not plan ahead by purchasing Scrips for a new summer wardrobe?
Airline tickets? Home Repairs? Garden supplies etc. Look over the insert in
today’s bulletin for the many participating merchants.
You may purchase some scripts at the rectory during normal
business hours or select from the many businesses
listed on the order form insert.
Scrip helps with tuition, the school and the church!.

Just for Laughs!

Be careful what you say..
|A woman invited some people to dinner. At ‘rhel
I'table, she turned to her six-year-old daughter and,
Isald "Would you like to say the blessing?" “I'
|wou|dn‘r know what to say,” the little girl replied. I
:“Jusf say what you always hear Mommy say befor‘e|
Idmner " the mother said. The little girl bowed her'
|head and said, "Dear Lord, why on earth did T |nV|‘re|

all these people?” |

-. The Basket Rafﬂe (Chinese Auction) is well known

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 11-15

8t. John's invites children ages 4 through 4th grade to
‘dvalanche (Ranch™
it Wild gRide through God’s Word!
This year our parish is a stampede of excitement as we
4 visit Avalanche Ranch.. Our Avalanche Ranch
program will provide fun,

-1 Scripture-based activities for kids of all ages.
\ "'4 Each day kids will sing catchy songs, play
. ! teamwork- -building games, nibble chuck

wagon chow, take on a daily challenge to celebrate God’s

memorable

love, experience electrifying Bible adventures, collect
people of faith cards, and create Bible point crafts they’ll
take home and play with all summer long.

Avalanche Ranch is an exciting way for kids to learn
more about their faith. Plus, kids will participate in hands-
on project that will help children show Jesus’ love to others.
Each day concludes at Showtime round-up—a celebration
that gets all participants involved in living what they have
learned. Family members and friends are encouraged to
join us daily for this special time at 12:15 p.m. in the
cafeteria. Avalanche Ranch begins on June 11 and
continues through June 15. You may get a registration
form from the rectory, the vestibule of the church, in the
Religious Education Office or online at stjohnsreled.org.
All registrations are due by June 4th (there is a limit to
the number of students we can accommodate, so it is first
come first serve basis).




THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 22, 2007

Mass  Intentions

SUNDAY - Third Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. First Holy Communion,
Praise Band
Ernest Salerno (The Romano Family)
7:30 a.m. For the Parish
9:00 a.m. Albert Barlich (wife, Mabel)
10:30 a.m. Irwin and Dorothy Stoecklein (Family)
12:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
Jack Barnicle (Joe and Ginger Vannucci)
1:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick

MONDAY - George, martyr (04/23)
7:00 a.m. Maryann Gubanich (Linda and Vincent Aliberti)
9:00 a.m. Mary Fry (Fry Family)

TUESDAY - Fidelis, priest/martyr (04/24)
7:00 a.m. John and Ann Kubla (Josephine and Ernie Bozich)
9:00 a.m. Esther Limetti (Arlene Cosnotti)

WEDNESDAY - Mark, evangelist
7:00 a.m. Toni Bohr (Rick and Laura Brown)
9:00 a.m. Deceased of the Friel Family (Mary Lusnak)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion

THURSDAY - Easter Weekday
7:00 a.m. Patricia Duschl (Family)

9:00 a.m. Helen Wright (Bob and Char Collins)

FRIDAY - Easter Weekday
7:00 a.m. Ron Roessler (Jay and Sue Adams)
9:00 a.m. Stephen and Helen Gazdacko

(John and Linda Gazdacko)
SATURDAY - Peter Chanel, priest

9:00 a.m. Deceased Members or the Ross Family
(The Elk Family)
9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
SUNDAY - Fourth Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
Joseph and Helen Kovak (Daughters)
Interpreted Mass
7:30 a.m. Michael Hromyak (wife, Helen and Family)
9:00 a.m. For the Parish
10:30 a.m. Joseph Sargent
(Paula and Kevin Dowdell and Family)
12:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
Bill Dopico (Frank Petty)

(04/22)

(04/25)

(04/26)

(04/27)

(04/28)

(04/29)

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:

Jennifer, Gabriella, Belle, Gavin Huff

Baptism
We welcome into our faith community with great joy the newly
baptized: Jack Douglas Napoleon, Annamarie Isabel Savka and
Isabella Grace Veith. May God send his peace upon you and your
loved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Rest In Peace
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of the dearly departed,
especially: Helen Sember, Mary Weber, Amelia Mazur.

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Joey Tommarello, Al Mack, Edward
Habjan, William Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul
Arndt, Dolores Burns, Veronica Sacsek, Matt Girdich,
Rachael Faas, Raymond Milleman, Evelyn Komisak, Chuck
Dancu, John Truxal, George Lancie, Ralph Genella,
Rosemarie Treloar. May their faith comfort them and God’s
blessing’s heal them.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of Doug Wayner
requested by wife, Joann and Family

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron
Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ. We are
committed to keeping our faith alive and growing
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service.
Through evangelization and stewardship we encourage
full and active participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while
reaching out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for the Following Seminarians

Michael R. Ruffalo

Fourth year of Theology at North American College
00120 Vatican City State, Europe

(an air mail stamp must be used for postage)

Joseph M. Freedy

Third year of Theology at North American College
00120 Vatican City State, Europe

(an air mail stamp must be used for postage)

Prayer for Vocations

Bountiful God, You are boundless with your blessings
and faithful to your promises. Through our ancestors in faith
we have come to know and to trust in your guidance on our
life’s journey. At Jesus’ baptism you confirmed him
in his mission. Commission us through our _[3_-{; ,
baptismal graces to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. *_9

Open our hearts to recognize your holy
calling. Bless our church with devoted married
couples, committed single men and women, and
dedicated deacons, priests, sisters, and brothers.G u i d e
those who are discerning how best to serve you. With your
favor, we set out to proclaim your reign through Jesus, your
beloved Son in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen




