ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Fastor’s Notes

How great and wonderful are you, oh God!

Your plans would never be considered by man — too
extreme, too selfless, far too loving.

We are the benefactors of what we do not deserve.

Catholic-By-Choice

What a privilege it is to welcome into our
family of faith and the Body of Christ, men
and women who, of their own choosing, desire
a greater relationship with God in confirmed
faith strengthened in the presence of our Lord
in the Eucharist.

The seven received into the Catholic
Church during Saturday’s Easter Vigil —
Charles Beegle, Alicia Carson, Gina Caligiuri,
Melinda Litzinger, Sandra MacRandel,
Kenneth Scheer, and Mary Whitaker — are
Catholic-By-Choice (CBC). Unlike most of
us who received our faith from our parents, Catholic-By-
Birth (CBB) these individuals searched and scrutinized their
lives, past experiences, and all that the Church teaches and
holds as truth.

It’s actually something we CBBers all need to do on a
consistent basis, thereby affirming our convictions,
particularly those of us who are adults and have confirmed
our Catholic faith. The witness of these people says that the
things we sometimes disregard do have validity and purpose.

I admire the determination of these CBC individuals.
They have persisted throughout the year — and will continue
to do so in the year to come — in learning about our faith,
participating in educational and spiritual sessions — far
more than we of CBB history would even consider.

Even though we of CBB background had
years of religious education before choosing
ﬁ our faith, few of us are as ready to confront
the obstacles these CBC individuals have
faced on their journey to the sharing of the
Eucharist and oneness in the Body of Christ.

What’s it take to be a disciple, a true follower of Jesus
Christ? Trust, faith, a persistent yet questioning attitude,
honest prayer, and an openness to the necessary
understanding, and a willingness to see beyond what our
eyes can see — those things that only the core of our being
can see.

This is no different than what is required to make any
decision in faith, including decisions concerning vocation, a
consistent union with God, allowing God First above all else,
or honestly living our baptism and union with Jesus Christ..

So we thank these CBCers for the extreme witness they
have provided to us — a witness we should, and hopefully
do for them. And we welcome them with great joy for their
response to God’s invitation to Easter joy.

Many Thanks!
We have many to

thank for their sharing

during our time of Lent

and now for our Easter

celebrations. We’ll have

an expanded list in next

weekend’s bulletin, but today we share our Easter joy and

thanks with

« The whole parish who donated $6,448 to the diocesan
mission in Chimbote, Peru. This is an astounding
amount. May it be returned to you three-fold in the
blessings of God.

= The Eighth Grade Confirmation class which spearheaded
the above collection. A great witness to the whole
diocese. Not only did they present the diocese with more
money than any other parish, they also had the largest
group at Hosanna 2007 last weekend. Great Job!

Participation at weekday Masses has been
up— as it usually is — during Lent. How good it
would be if those capable of doing so, would
take just one day during the week for extra time
— at Mass and sharing in the Eucharist. How strong
a prayerful presence we would become!

This past week | asked those at 7:00 a.m. Mass if it was
easier to fulfill the Isaiah prophecy and bring salvation to
others or to have the weather change for a bright, sunny
Easter. Needless to say, and as difficult as it may seem to
change hearts and minds, we’re working with God’s grace
for salvation to be known and accepted by others.

As we celebrate this Easter Day — and Easter Season
over the next seven weeks, may we find the joy of Easter
grow in our lives and those shared by family and friends.
May the Alleluia we renew this Easter be one that fills us
each day, never allowed to become routine.

We move to Pentecost and the promised gift of the Spirit
being renewed in the hearts and lives of our entire parish
and Church. Love and prayers,

Fr. Tom



SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

CATHOLIC PARISH
444 Saint John Street (Unity Center Road and Millers Lane)
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15239
Parish email address: stjohnthebaptistparish@comcast.net
Parish Web Site: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net

WORSHIP

Sunday Liturgy: Saturday 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 Noon

Weekday Liturgy: Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Always check weekly schedule for any changes.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 9:30-10:00 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. to Noon, or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sundays of the month at
1:00 p.m. Contact the Rectory to schedule.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Contact the Rectory to schedule.

PARISH STAFF AND DIRECTORY
Rectory 412-793-4511

Parish Fax 412-793-4311
Parish Website: www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net
Rev. Thomas J. Galvin, Pastor
Rev. William P. Siple, Parochial Vicar
Mrs. Ginger Vannucci, Office Manager
Music Office, Will Smith 412-793-1617 ext. 256
Religious Education, Greg Callaghan 412-795-6376
email reled@stjohnthebaptistschool.org
School Office,
Mrs. Sandra L. Stonebraker, School Principal 412-793-0555
website: www.stjohnthebaptistschool.org
Preschool Office, Anna Mae Newmaster 412-793-2180
Youth Ministry/Stewardship,
Christie Smith 412-793-1617 ext. 261
Christian Initiation, Ron Donatelli, 412-793-1617 ext. 260
Social Ministry Office,
Sister Janet Barnicle, OSB 412-793-4511

Offertory Report

DATE: APRIL 1, 2007

Sunday collection $15,379
Needed for Budget $12,762
Over/Under $+2,617

Capital Improvement  $ 1,476
May God Bless Our Faithful Parishioners

Collections like that shown above all start in
deciding to put GOD FIRST — and having everyone
make that spiritual commitment!

Wouldn’t it be nice to see collections like this
each week? We’d be able to meet our budget, do the
major repairs and upkeep — such as restoring the
parking lot, and make our buildings handicap acces-
sible.

It also speaks of increased attendance and par-
ticipation, which each of us can assist with through
our encouragement of family and neighbors.

Readings for the Week of April 8

Easter: Acts 10:34a,37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/

Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35
Monday: Acts 2:14,22-32/Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15
Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a,12-13,17-19/

Jn :19-31
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Sunday, April 8

A Blessed and Happy Easter!
Monday, April 9
All Parish Offices are Open
SJB School in session
NO CCD
6:00 p.m. First Holy Communion practice - church
Tuesday, April 10
9:45a.m. Mom’s Group - convent
11:30 a.m. Preschool Easter Prayer service
4:30 p.m. CCD - education center
6:30 p.m. CCD - education center
7:30 p.m. Scouts - library
Wednesday, April 11
11:30 a.m. Preschool Easter Prayer service
1:30 p.m. Preschool Easter Prayer service
6:00 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Garden Club - annex
7:30 p.m. Praise Band - church
Thursday, April 12
3:00 p.m. SJIBS Produce pick-up - education center
6:30 p.m. Scouts - cafeteria
7:00 p.m. Bereavement - convent
7:00 p.m. Cantors - church
7:30 p.m. Choir - church
Friday, April 13
Saturday, April 14
7:30 am. Men’s Fellowship - annex
9:00 a.m. Grounds Workday
Sunday, April 15
10:00 a.m. RCIA Mystagogy - RMR
10:00 a.m. RCIA Continuing Mystagogy - convent
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy - annex

church

church
church




Sprouting into Action
The Garden Club will meet on
Wednesday, April 11 in the
annex. This is for all members
and those wishing to take an
active role in the care of the
many gardens on the St. John
the Baptist grounds are asked to be present. Yes, the
gardens already need some TLC and we need to
prepare for planting, etc. Participation in the Garden
Club is a win-win situation as you can set your own
time according to your schedule while taking an active
role in touching parishioners and guests.

PARISH GROUNDS WORKDAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 14 — 9:00AM
There are a lot of projects to move on, most
importantly, cutting back overgrown hews and plants which
have become difficult and dangerous to trim. These are
located along the school and rectory in particular. Cutting
them back now will allow for new green to develop during
the Spring. We’ll also be moving soil, planting sod and
repairing the yard along the walks.
We’ll need you to bring:
— loppers and heavy cutters
— gloves
— heavy-duty hedge clippers
— Wheelbarrows
— shovels and rakes

For those who don’t like the “dirty work” there are
some fences that need painted near the Pre-School.

FIRST COMMUNIONS

They’ve been in the communion line with
their parents for years, and some have even
tried to stick their hands out, hoping against
hope to make their first communion before a
parent stopped their feeble attempt.

Now it all changes! ‘

No longer will they look for a blessing, but will stand
ready to share the Body and Blood of Christ with us each
week.

Please pray for our second grade students who, over the
next five weeks, will come to the Lord’s table with us as they
share the Eucharist for the first time. May their families have
the necessary strength to make this wonderful event a weekly
experience.

ATTENTION: YOUNG ADULTS A
Please watch the bulletin for future meetingsﬂ

and events. Anyone wanting more information

about the Young Adult ministry should call Christy at

412-793-1617 ext. 261. All parishioners who are 18 to 40
are welcome to attend.

Young Adult Ministry Workshop—St. Bernard Parish,
311 Washington Road, Pittsburgh, will host the
workshop on Tuesday, May 15 beginning with dinner at
5:30 p.m. and presentations from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Keynote speaker is Paul Kelly, Young Adult Ministry
Specialist, Diocese of Cleveland. Cost: $15 (dinner and
presentations) $5 (presentation only). Registration
deadline is May 10th. Call Christy at 412-793-1617 ext.

Catholic Sunshine

In the 1930's the English author, Hilaire Belloc, said the
following about one of his perceptions of Catholic life. "Where
e'er the Catholic sun does shine, there's music and laughter and
good red wine. At least I've always found it so, Benedicamus
Domino!™ (Latin for "Let us bless the Lord!") What he meant
by this is that he found that Catholics believe in rejoicing and
taking part of God's blessings in all
creation which is consistent with our
incarnate and sacramental view of faith and
life.

During this past year in RCIA, while we
didn't have any good red wine, we did have
music and laughter and plenty of good food
each Sunday morning. Everyone in RCIA
would like to thank the parishioners who shared their time and
talent in helping make our morning sessions extra special
by preparing and bringing breakfast each Sunday. They include
Mara Adams, Lynne Crist, Glynn Essick, Pat Merriwether,
Patty Messina, Vivienne Messina, Rose Palmieri, Celeste
Payne and Sue Vehec. Each of you helped to make the
Catholic sun shine brightly for all of our new Catholics and the
RCIA catechists. May the Lord bless you all.

WHO’S THE SPIRITUAL LEADER ?
WHO’S MADE THE COMMITMENT?

It takes commitment to be a leader. We all know that. It
takes even more commitment and a stronger conviction to be
a spiritual leader. Strengthening and renewing that faith is
important. And it’s always beneficial to have
that support through others who face the same
concerns, lack of understanding, need for
encouragement as we so often need.

That’s where the Catholic Men’s Fellowship
plays such a critical role. Using scripture, discussion, and
sharing, men find the commitment necessary to be the leader
of faith in the home, the community and the work place.

This doesn’t just happen by chance.

Join our men SATURDAY, APRIL 14, at 7:30AM for an
hour of discussion and sharing focused on faith and men,
learning and growing together.

Mom’s Group




Congratulations, Aubri

Aubri Covol received the sacrament
of Confirmation on March 24. We are
sorry that her name was not
announced with her classmates.

May God bless the newly Confirmed.

PRESCHOOL

Y EASTER PARALITURGIES

Tuesday, April 10th at 11:30 AM
— three year olds
Wednesday, April 11that 11:30 AM and 1:30 PM

— four year olds.

Everyone is welcome to join us as
“God's Little Ones” give thanks and praise

SCHOOL NEWS

dtappy fastex to all parishioners and their families!

PLEASE NOTE:
SCHOOL IS IN SESSION ON MONDAY, APRIL 9TH!

There is NO SCRIP this week.

Our students will attend mass at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, grades
5-8 and on Wednesday grades 1-4.

A PTG meeting will beheld on APRIL 25th at 7:00 PM in the
cafeteria.

Thursday, April 26th there will be a teacher in-service day and
NO SCHOOL for students.

5 We congratulate the students in the spotlight in the
Charger newspaper They are Eighth Graders: Bev
Tumminello and Ben Tyke. Teachers: Mrs. Negron

and Ms Kennevan. First Grader: Mackenzie Keiffer

As report card time approaches don’t forget to take .. |
advantage of Nesbit’s A’s program that rewards
students a game of bowling for their A grades.

Market Day Update- orders may be placed on line until April

. 23rd and written orders are due April 20th. As usual we
(") could use every helping hand available on April 28
" which is pick up day for orders. Please come to the
cafeteria on April 28th at 7:45 a.m. to prepare orders for pick
up. Thank you

Respect Life

YOUTH MINISTRY i
|

|
|

| Senior Youth

le How tough are you? Can you go 24 hours without:
l eating? Food Fast registrations need to be turned in|
: by this Wednesday. Food Fast Registration forms are:
| available at the website. This is a great way to make |
: a difference and still have a blast as we fast for a full | '
| twenty-four hours to raise money for Catholic Rellefl
: Services. The night will be filled with games, fun andl
| raising awareness about those who go hungry. Forl
: more information, visit the website. |
= Cookie Bake on Saturday, April 28th at 6:30 p.m. in:
: the convent. We will be making cookies, playing
| games and enjoying each others

: company. Please email Christie if you

[ plan to attend at

l sjbyouth@comcast.net.  Please also let

: her know what baking supply you will be

| bringing.

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
|

|

. |
i SYM_Calendar ! :
! Friday, April 20-21 Food Fast 7:00pm Do
i Sunday, April 29 “Life Lessons from Coach” ! :
! 7:30 Youth Room i :
|

|HEY YOUTH MINISTRY—Win a free $10 glft
:card to Target by going to the parish web3|te|
IWWW stjohnthebaptistparish.net) and answerlngI
| some questions. Answer all of the questlon5|
:correctly and you’ll be entered in to a drawing to|
:wm the gift card.

i Our next session is scheduled for

|Sunday, April 29th from 7:30-9pm. The . \ //
Itoplc is “Life Lessons from Coach” \/ﬂge\'/
ipresented by our very own CYO 7/ =
:basketball coach Steve Bodnar. Be

Ithere!

JUNIOR YOUTH
- Mark you calendar for our Soup Kitchen, April 28.

:JYM_Calendar ;
:4/28 Soup Kitchen Cookie bake

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
'5/19 Funfest 6:30pm :

—"“Operation Rosebud”

Operation Rosebud is a Pro-life program sponsored by the Knights of the Columbus, and Mother of Sorrows Parish. All
are welcome on Monday, April 16 at 8:00 p.m. at Biedenbach Hall, St. Bernadette, Monroeville.

This program, in existence for several years, has annually sponsored two Western PA women in “crisis” pregnancies, who
have chosen “LIFE” by bringing their babies into the world. The K of C Council provides referrals, monthly counseling and
those necessities not available from local agencies during the first year of the infant’s life.

If you plan to attend this special program, please RSVP to chairman Tom Behrmann at 724-422-7136.



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

RESPITE CARE
Catholic Charities Respite Program will be
holding another training in the near future. To be
a volunteer in a respite program, you must be
willing to be available to relieve people/persons
who are a constant caretaker to an invalid in their home.
Our parish of St. Johns has several, if not many, families
that take care of a loved one and find it difficult to get a
needed rest. This program through Catholic Charities is a
God-send. If you are interested in joining this wonderful
ministry, please call Joanne McCamey at 412-456-6974 to
join the next training class.

WISDOM, AGE AND GRACE:
A CELEBRATION OF LATER LIFE

Life in Abundance is the theme of the Catholic
Charities” 14th Annual “WISDOM, AGE AND GRACE
Conference, to be held on Monday, May 14, 2007 at the
Four Points by Sheraton Pittsburgh North, Mars. Father
Richard Conboy, S.T.L., PhD will deliver the keynote
address, Life in Abundance: There’s Enough for Both of Us.
This annual workshop is open primarily for Senior Citizens.
For more information, call Helen at Catholic Charities at
412 456 6979.

Bereavement Support Group

Congratulations! You’ve done well thus far. You will
need a lot of tender loving care—be gentle with yourself.
Being with others who have gone through the same thing
can be very comforting. That is why support groups have
become so popular. You may find your friends are
sympathetic initially, but as time goes on, they may become
impatient that you are not “getting over this grieving.”
Others who are grieving know that it takes time---that you
can’t just get over it. You need to tell your story and be
listened to. Reaching out for help and assurance is not a
sign of weakness. We are in communion with one another
to help and serve each other. If you are experiencing the
loss of a loved-one, PLEASE CONSIDER COMING to St.
Johns Bereavement Support Group beginning April 12,
at 7:00 PM and the following five Thursdays. The
meeting is in the convent building. If you are interested in
coming, call Sr. Janet at 412 793 4511.
If you attend a group and feel uncomfortable with what is
being presented, or if it doesn’t make sense to you, don’t

B L L L L L L L L L L LER
Family Festival 2007
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& New-To-You Collection

& Yes, we're ready to take all those

& wonderful items that you’ve been so

it patiently holding on to — waiting

& anxiously for the New-To-You

collection to begin. Please bring all

& items to the convent garage during the week. But

& please watch the weather. There is not always
someone available to store your donated treasures.
Items that cannot afford to get wet can’t be left if

& there’s a possibility of rain.

& We're collecting the usual — dishes, knick-

% knacks, books, appliances (in working condition),
art, toys, all those stuffed animals your kid won last

S year, holiday decorations, tools, and the list goes on

& and on.

A

Basket Auction

& Don’t forget to bring your donations in for the &
& Family Festival, Chinese Auction Baskets. Any new
f&t unused item, completed baskets, or cash donation
are welcome. You may drop your donation off at

& the rectory, with your name and phone number &
& attached.
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Next Festival Meeting
We’ll meet Tuesday, April 24, at 7:00PM in the &
Annex.
$10,000 Raffle
The tickets are being printed so they can be
& _distributed as soon after Easter as possible. There
ii are two early drawings this year for Sellers!

Sl
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St. Joseph High School Drama Department will present
“A Year with Frog and Toad” as its spring 2007 musical.
Based on the children’s books by Arnold Lobel, this play
about friendship and diversity has something for all ages.
Performances are April 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 at 8:00 p.m. and
April 14, 15, 21, 22 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for children 12 and under. Tickets can be purchased
at the school or by calling 724-226-3186.

Mass and Prayers for Healing

give up...try it again. A good rule of thumb is to try
something new three times.
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 — 7:00PM 2%}
St. Bernadette Parish

The Fraternity of Priests will celebrate Mass and join in
prayers for healing for all. Anyone desiring prayers for

healing of mind, body or soul is invited to celebrate this
time which calls upon the gifts of the Spirit of God.

Flea Market on Saturday, April 14 at the Universal United
Presbyterian Church from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Proceeds
will benefit the women’s mission projects. The Universal
U.P. Church is located at 2545 Main Street in Penn Hills.
For more information, call 412-793-1335.



EASTER SUNDAY: RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

APRIL 8, 2007

SUNDAY — Easter Sunday,
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil
7:30am. 9:00am.  10:30a.m. 12:00 p.m.
For the Living and Deceased of the Parish
MONDAY - Easter Monday
9:00 a.m. Barbara Nithman (anniv) and
Earl and Marie Herrmann (Herrmann Family)

(04/08)

(04/09)

TUESDAY - Easter Tuesday (04/10)
7:00 a.m. Joseph and Mary Proviano
(Louise and Carmen Ciorra)
9:00 a.m. William Patellos (Family)
WEDNESDAY - Easter Wednesday (04/11)

7:00 a.m. Ann Kramer (CCD Faculty, Students, Staff)
9:00 a.m. Evelyn Ciummo (Esther Oles)
9:30 a.m. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
THURSDAY - Easter Thursday
7:00 a.m. Roland Gaston
(St. John’s Women’s Bowling League)
9:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Sakmar Family
(Helen Kicko)
FRIDAY - Easter Friday
7:00 a.m. Cecilia Stecz (Dorothy Lazur)
9:00 a.m. Percy and lda Ammon

(Louis and Cathy Ammon)
SATURDAY - Easter Saturday

9:00 a.m. Rose Papia (Ed and Pauline Holodnik)
9:30 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
1:00 p.m. Maureen Mahon and Michael Graziano, nuptials
SUNDAY - Second Sunday of Easter (04/15)
5:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
For the Parish
7:30 a.m. Frank Borkovich (Wife and Family)
9:00 a.m. Don Sobr (Anna Marie Currie)
10:30 a.m. Deceased Members of the
Binkley and Schanz Families
(Jim Binkley and Family)
12:00 p.m. First Holy Communion
40th Wedding Anniversary of
Paul and Barbara Goettler (Family)

(04/12)

(04/13)

(04/14)

Welcome to St. John’s
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to St.
John’s:
Harry F. Lynch
Florian Steele
Joseph, Margaret, William, Lida and Ava Wos

Banns of Marriage
111 Maureen Mahon and Michael Graziano

Praying for the Sick

Please pray for our parishioners who are in the hospital or at
home ill or recovering: Joey Tommarello, Al Mack, Edward
Habjan, William Duffy, Maribeth (Cherok) Chessey, Paul
Arndt, Dolores Burns, Veronica Sacsek, Matt Girdich,
Rachael Faas, Rita Matter, Raymond Milleman, Andy
Gentile, Evelyn Komisak, Chuck Dancu, John Truxal,
George Lancie, Ralph Genella.. May their faith comfort them
and God’s blessing’s heal them.

Sanctuary Candle
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of
Francis P. Ferragonio, Sr.
requested by Madeline and Family

hiskis isem, Allbiia

Parish Mission Statement

Saint John the Baptist Parish is located in Plum
Borough, Pennsylvania and is part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.

As a faith community, we strive to imitate our patron
Saint John the Baptist who led others to Christ. We are
committed to keeping our faith alive and growing
through prayer, sacraments, faith formation and service.
Through evangelization and stewardship we encourage
full and active participation of all members.

We hope to reflect the life and love of Christ by
strengthening the faith of our parishioners while reaching
out to all God’s people.

Saint John the Baptist, pray for us!

Pray for the Following Seminarians

Michael A. Zavage
Second year of Theology at Saint Vincent Seminary
300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, PA 15650

Barry P. O’Leary
Fourth year of Theology at Saint Vincent Seminary
300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, PA 15650

Prayer for Vocations

Bountiful God, You are boundless with your blessings and
faithful to your promises. Through our ancestors in faith we
have come to know and to trust in your guidance on our
life’s journey. At Jesus’ baptism you confirmed

him in his mission. Commission us through our

= baptismal graces to follow in the footsteps of

*E Jesus.

Open our hearts to recognize your holy
calling. Bless our church with devoted married
couples, committed single men and women, and

dedicated deacons, priests, sisters, and brothers.

Guide those who are discerning how best to serve you.
With your favor, we set out to proclaim your reign through
Jesus, your beloved Son in the power of your Holy Spirit.
Amen




